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© HE Merchant, the Manufacturer, and the 
- Sailor, who at firſt View appear to have 
19 the greateſt Intereſt in Trade, will, upon 


Examination, be found not to be ſo deeply con- 
cerned in its well or ill being as the Landholder, 
whoſe Intereſt ſeems more remote, and who 
(with Sorrow it muſt be ſaid) too often by his In- 
difference gives occaſion to ſuſpect, that he thinks 
he hath no Concern in it at all. „„ 

The former are not fix'd to a Country; their 


Effects are all Moveables, vendible in many Parts 


of the World; if they are oppreſſed in one Place, 
they can ſoon pack up and fly to another where 
greater Freedoms invite them; they may indeed 
be bound by Leaſes of Eands or Houſes, but Parch- 


ment Chains ſeldom prevent deſpairing Fugitives : 


Therefore the Number of People in any Country, 
as _ as their Well-being, depends intirely on 
'Trade, 3 


The Land- holder hath an immoveable Proper- 


ty, valuable only to ſome few of his Neighbours 


or, Countrymen, the Produce of which if 
Trade carries not off, nor brings in People to 
conſime, but on the contrary by its Decay 
drives the Conſumers away, his Tenants muſt de- 


cay, break, fly, his Lands be untenanted ; he 


may indeed ſell at one Price or another, but when 
the Bulk of his Neighbours are in as bad a Si- 
tuation as himſelf, and all Rents declining, the 
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Value of untenanted Farms and empty Houſes muſi 
be very low. | TH 

The Traders are indeed the firſt pinched, but 
then they have the firſt Warning to avoid the Ca- 
lamity, which coming but by degrees to the Ulti- 
mate, the Land-holders, they are the longer lull. 
ed in a deceitful Security. | 

Who then is the moſt concerned in point of In- 
tereſt with regard to Trade, he whoſe Property is 
in Moveables, who hath the firſt Warning, and 


the greateſt Choice of Purchaſers. or he whoſe 


Property is immoveable, who feels not the Dan- 
ger until it is far advanced, hath the leaſt Choice 
of Purchaſers, and thoſe declining ones too, like 


himſelf ? 


As Men are ſaid naturally to purſue their own 
Intereſt, this Indifference in our Land-holders is 
monſtrous. Is it Pride which makes them think 
the Subject beneath them? All foreign Courts 
are now ſtudying it attentively. Is it the Fear 
that the Subject is too intricate? A little Atten- 
tion will make it as eaſy to them as to Foreign— 
ers. Is it their Places that engroſs all their Time? 
What they think they get by theſe, they may 
doubly loſe in their Lands. Is it their Pleaſures 
they now make their chief Buſineſs? Alas! they 
are paying very dear for them, and defervediy 


100, if that is the Caſe. Theſe Cauſes may affect 


ſome few, but the general one I take to be the 
Craft, Covetouſneſs, or falſe Notions of Intereſt 
in our Anceſtors, wha thought to lay the Burden 
of Taxes as remote as poſſible from their Lands by 
laying them on Trade, and to buttreſs that up by 
Prohibitions ; both which have had quite contrary 
Effects, and their Children's Feet are catched in 
the Traps their Forefathers laid for others ; which 


cynical Spirit, it is to be feared, is not yet quite 


Worn Out. 
\ : 10 
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To remove all falſe Prejudices with Regard to 
Trade, from our Land-holders, to point out to 
htem their true Intereſt, to clear a plain eaſy Sub- 


ject from the Imputation of Intricacy, to remove 


thoſe deſtructive Diſtinctions without any differ- 
ence of landed and trading Intereſts, or to ſum up 


all, to prove the ſtrong Connection in point of 
Intereſt, between Land and Trade, is the Occa- 


ſion of publiſhing this Eſſay. 

An Attempt is here made to ſhew the Symp— 
toms of our Decay, the Difficulties and Diſcou- 
ragements our Trade at preſent labours under, by 
which only Foreigners can rival us, the prodigi- 
ous artificial Value we thereby put upon our Goods 
to the hindrance of their Sale abroad; the fictiti- 
ous Value they make in the Rents the Land- 


holder now receives, compared with the real Value: 


a Free-Trade would make ; the great natural Ad- 


vantages our Country is bleſſed with ſuperior to 


any Nation in Europe, the Means proper to pre- 
ferve theſe by unburdening our Trade, which will 
employ our Poor, increaſe the Stock of People, 
and increaſe our Riches; all which muſt terminate 
ja increaſing the Value of Lands. | 

As of all the Methods of raiſing Taxcs on the 
People, the caſieſt and moſt equal muſt naturally 
raiſe the moſt Moncy and the feweſt Murmurs ; a 
Propoſal is here offered to the Conſideration of the 
Publick, for one Tax on the voluntary Conſumers 
of ſuperfluous Luxuries, to ſupply all our preſent, 
politive, and involuntary Taxes, without their ill 


Conſequences, more caly, more equal, ſpeedier 


raiſed, productive of more Money, which will 
every Year bring in large Sums to carry on the 


increaſe the Value of our Lands. 


preſent War, at the ſame time reſtore Trade and: 


: The Conſideration of our numerous Monopo- 
lies naturally led to an Enquiry into the nature of 
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vi PREFACE: 


a Free-Port Trade, as well as the ſtrong Preju. 
dices now ſubſiſting againſt it; and though a dif. 


ference in Opinion will herein be found with ſeve- 


ral great Men who have wrote on this Subject, yet 
it is not intended to caſt any Reflection on their 
Memories, or leſſen that Eſteem which their paſt 
Endeavours for their Country's good juſtly intitle 
them to; but only to ſet the Subject in that ge. 
neral Light they ſeem not to have viewed it in, 
and put it to the ftrongeſt Trial it is capable of. 
Perhaps it may be wondered at that no Bounty 


mould be propoſed as a Means to reſtore Trade, 


but if a Free-Port will gain us all thoſe Trades we 


are naturally capable of, it will appear to be itſelf 


the greateſt Bounty, and in endeavouring to force 
Nature, the Expence is certain, but the Succeſs 


doubtfuk. 


As an impartial Search after Truth was the Au- 
thor's ſole Motive for writing upon this Subject, 


ſo he deſires the Reader to be aſſured that he has 


not publiſhed any thing but what appears to him 
as ſuch ; and as an earneſt of his Sincerity, he de- 


clares, that whatever Miſtakes are proved to be 


committed, no Perſon ſhall be more willing to re- 


tract, or more grateful for the Favour of better 


Information, and which he will not fail to own 
whenever this Effay ſhall be found to deſerve an- 
other Edition. If the ſeveral Propoſals here of- 
fered for the reſtoring our Trade, and there with 
the Value of our Lands, ſhall appear to be found- 
ed on Reaſon and the nature of Commerce, he 
flatters himſelf there is Virute and public Spirit 
enough left in the Nation to carry them into Exe- 


cution; which, whether done or not, ſignifies no 


more to him than to any other Perſon whatever, 
except the Deſire of a Portion of that heart-feit 
Joy which thoſe obtain, whoſe Labours are bleſſ⸗ 
ed with their Country's Good. 


AN 


AN. 


1 


On the CAusEs of the DECLINE of the 


FOREIGN TRADE. 


HE Foreign Trade of Britain may be 9 
defined to be, its Exports and Imports 1 
of Commodities to and from other Coun- I 
tries, with the Navigation and Intercouſe of Ex- 
changes thereby cauſed. 8 
The general Meaſures of the Trade of Europe 
at preſent are Gold and Silver, which, although 
they are ſometimes Commodities, yet are the ul- 
timate Objects of Trade; and the more or leſs of 
theſe Metals a Nation retains, it is denominated: iþ 
Rich or Poor.. | | bl 
Thoſe Nations that have no Minos of Gold | 
and Silver, have no Means to get them but by Fo- 
reign Trade, and according to the Degree of thoſe 
Metals they retain, the Prices of their Commodi- 
ties, the Numbers of their People, and therewith, 
the Value of their Lands riſe and fall in propor- 
tion. | | 
Therefore if the Exports of Britain exceed its 


— — — — — — 1 


/ 


Imports, Foreigners muſt pay the Balance in 4 

Treaſure, and the Nation grow rich. in 

But if the Imports of Britain exceed its Exports, 1 

we muſt pay Foreigners the Balance in Treaſure, 28 

and the Nation grow poor, 9 

N 3 1 5 The. 4 


tions is the Courſe of the Exchange, the Nation 


8 An Ess Ax on the Cauſes of the 


The Imports cannot exceed the Exports in any : 
Country where the Trade is free, eſpecially if 


the Country abounds with Home Commodities, 
becauſe theſe not being raiſed to artificial Prices by 
Taxes, muſt be ſo cheap to the Inhabitants, that 
foreign Commodities couldnot anſwer the Charges 
of tranſporting for the Conſumption of ſuch a 
Country, unleſs the People exported ſo much of 
their beſt Commodities as to want, or content 


themſelves with a Supply of inferior ones from 


other Nations ; ſo that the chief Imports of a 


Free-Port Trade in a fruitful Country, cannot be 


for the Conſumption of the People, unti] they 
make room for them with Advantage to them- 
felves, but muſt be either Materials to be manu- 
factured, which will afterwards be re-exported in 
Goods improved by the Peoples Labour ar leall 
twice, it may be ten times their firſt Coſt; in- 
creating thereby a Nation's Treaſure in propor- 
tion; or clſe Goods to lay up in Store-houſes, for 


it being the Intereft of Merchants to buy any 


Commodities that offer in cheap times to ſell again 
when the Markets are advanced, Part of ſuch Im- 
ports, although they be Luxuries, as moſt of our 
{ndia Goods are, and purchaſed with Treaſure, 
do become at ſome time or other advantageous 
Exports, and beſides paying for what is conſumed 
at home, do bring in plenty of Treaſure, as was 
the Cale of our Zaft-India Trade formerly: Of 
which Holland is at prefent an Example, although 


it affords neither Corn, Naval Stores, or Mate- 


rials of Manufacture to ſubſiſt the eighth Part of 
its People; although it conſumes great Quantities 
of French Wines and Brandies, yet becauſe its 
Trade is almoſt free, its Merchants bring the Ba- 
lance in its favour with almoſt all Countries. 
The Barometer of Trade between any two Na- 
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$M Decline of the FOREIGN TRADE. 9: 
any ; over-balanced having always its Money under-- 


y if valued. 

ies, The Barometer of the general Trade of a Na- 
5 by tion is its Mint, if plenty of Treaſure is brought: 
that in, and little carried out; part of it will be con- 
ges tinually coining, and much new Money will ap- 
R a pear, the certain Symptoms of a flouriſhing Trade. 
0 But if much Treaſure be brought in, yet more 
tent be carricd out, the Mint muſt lie idle, little new 
n ” Money will appear, the ſure Sign of a decaying: 
Ff a 5 Trade. | 1 75 
be 3 That the Foreign Trade of Britain declines, will 
hey appear by the following Symptoms. x 

Fg 4 The many Petitions to Parliament complaining 
n. of the Decay of the Woollen Manufactory. | 
Jin 1 . The ſtarving Condition the Poor arc reduced to. 
enſt in the Cloathing Countries. ; 

ba The low Price of Wool. 
TY The long Credit Shop-keepers take. 
9 The great Numbers of Bankrupts. 
any The Exchange being againſt us this Feb. 35 
rain 1740, to Places where formerly it was for'us,. 
Imi viz. Hamburgh, Flolland, Venice, and Geno. 
9 The Exchange being more againſt us with: 
TO: France, than in the times of open "Trade, although. 
5 its Goods are loaded with ſuch high Duties as a: 
Hy mount almoſt to a Prohibition. _ | a 
A The Exchange being leſs for us with Porno! 
of 8 than it was during Queen Anne's War, although we 
ugh had Troops and Subſidies to pay there.. 
te- Ml The great Exportation of Hullion. 
tof MF The Mint's lying idle, little or no new Coin 
ties appearing. | 5 og 
its The preſent Scarcity of Money, eſpecially Sil- 
Ba- ver. | | | | 
The great Arrears of Rent the Tenants are in. 

Na- all over England, which the Landlords every where - 
ion WW _ oomplain of. _—_— 
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10 As EssA on the Cauſes of the 


The great Numbers of Farms thrown upon the 
Landlords Hands. 

The vaſt Increaſe of the Poors Rates. 

Theſe Symptoms of the Decline of our Foreign 
Trade being ſo very plain, the Cauſes are the 
Things to be found out, and then the Remed 
may be ealy, It is a Maxim in Philoſophy, T ake 
away the Cauſe, and the Effect will ceaſe ; but we 
have troubled our Heads fo little of late Days 
with this good Maxim, that our Remedies of high 
| Taxes, Prohibitions, and Penal Laws, have A 
applied to ſtop Effects, while the Cauſes have ne- 
ver been thought on, and ſince they have not had 
any Succeis, or ever can in our preſent Circum- 
ſtances, and would appear needleſs were the Cauſcs 
underſtood and removed: I ſhall Oye to ſhew 
9 8 are, 


The Cauſes of the 8 of our Foreign 
1 
II. The Reaſons why the Decline of Foreign 
. Trade {inks the Value of Lands. 
III. Offer ſome Means to reſtore both. 


„„ 


The Cauſes of the Decline of our Foreign 

Trade will appear to be, 

I, Our preſent Taxes, ſome of which are un- 
equal, and all of them fraught with oppreſſive 
Conſequences. 

II. Monopolies, whereby the ey" are op- 
preſſed for the Gain of a Few. 

III. II- judged Laws. 

IV. Our large National Debt. 


I. Our preſent Taxes, conſiſting of iſt, the 
Stamp-Duties; 2dly, the Window-Tax ; zdly, the 
ard 4thly, the Land. Tan; 5thly, the Du 
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Decline of the FoReicn TRaDE, II 


Duty; bthly, the Exciſes on Sope, Candles, Leather, 
&c. 7thly, and laſtly, the Ciſtoms, the oppreſſive: 
Conſequences of which I ſhall.endeavour.to ſhew. 

Fir/t, the Stamp- Duty. 5 
This ſeems to be a Hardſhip on the Oppreſſed, 
for if Knaves de fraud honeſt People of their Pro- 
perty, theſe laſt are deterred from endeavouring to 
recover it by this exceſſive Tax on Law, and a 
poor Man ſuing for 20/. pays the ſame Stamp- 
Duties as a rich Man who ſues for 20000], which. 
greatly prevents the Poor, and oftentimes the Rich 
from recovering their juſt Rights. 

N. B. Tis ſubmitted, whether to prevent For- 
geries, it would not be better to continue the. 


Stamps on Bonds, Deeds, &c. at a moderate 


Rate, and only take them off Law Proceedings; 

alſo to continue them on Cards and Dice. 
Secondly, The Window-Tax. 
This is ſo unequal, that a Man of 10007. Ca- 


pital, bred to a Buſineſs that abſolutely requires 


Koom, yet if his Houle has thirty Windows in it, 


he mult pay as much as the richeſt Duke in tlie 


Kingdom, whoſe Income may be excceds forty. 
times the others Capital, | 

Thirdly, The Coal-Tax: 

Gee, on Trade, in Page 102, ſays, that Ca.; 
brought. to Londen: pay about 105. per Chaldron 
Duty. | 

Ditto, Water- born to other Parts of. the King 
dom, 5s. | | 

Ditio, Exported to Foreigners, 35. 

This favours Foreigners more. than our own: 


People, more eſpecially the Inhabitants of Lond:n. 
and its Neighbourhood,. who pay about 75. more 


Duty per Chaldron than Foreigners, ſo that we 
hereby encourage them to under-work the Len- 


_ dimers more immediately in Iron Wares, and ſome- 
ting likewiſe in all Manufactories where Cools are. 
| ule. 
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12 An Essay on the Cauſes of the 


uſed. A Tax on a Commodity of ſuch general 
Uſe to the Poor as well as the Rich, muſt, like 
our Exciſes, add to the Dearneſs of the Poor's 
Living, raiſe the Wages of their Labour, and the 
Price of manufactured Goods, which likewite in- 
ſenſibly affects the Rich: But who can expreſs the 
Hardſhips and Miſeries of the Poor when hard 
Winters (ſuch as that in Fanuary 1739-40) raiſe 
the Price of Coals exceſſively, and yet a havy Tax 
on them ſtill adding to the Oppreſſion? 

Furtily, The Land. Tax. 

This being now at 4s. in the Pound, is paid by 
ſome to the full, but by many not above 2s. in 
the Pound, and that without any Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe the Eftates happen to be in different Coun- 
ties, which were variouſly affected to a new King 
when the preſent Aſſeſſment was made, whereby 
ſome Members of the Community being ever 
ſince put undeſervedly in a worſe Condition tha; 
others, are a dead Weight againſt even our moſt 
neceſſary enlarged Expences; wrong Policy, that 
increaſes Diſſenſion always in times of Dilſiculty. 
This Tax has beſides been attended with a very 
bad Conſequence to the Nation, in having made a 
Diſtinction where there is no Difference, viz. of 
Landed and Trading Intereſts, Country Gentlernen, 
finding the Land-Tax a heavy Burden on them, 
thought to caſe themſelves by loading the Trader, 
whom they looked upon with a jealous Eye, think- 
ing his Situation eaſter, whereby that Trade which 
had raiſed the Value of their Eſtates, and which 
only could ſupport the increaſed Value, being de- 
prived of their Protection, and cramp'd with 
Duties without Mercy on all Occaſions, has in- 
deed been brought ſufficiently low, and is bring- 
ing down with it the Rents of their Lands; and 
they may ſee the fatal Error when it is perhaps 
too late, Trade being like a coy Dame, difficult 
to be brought back when ſlighted. Mr. 
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Mr. Locke, in his Conſiderations of the Conſequences 


of the lnwering of Intereſt, and raiſing the Value of 


Money, page 86, aſſerts it to be an undoubted Truth, 
That he (i. e. the Land- holder) is more concerned in 


Trade, and ought to take a greater care that it be well 
managed, than even the Merchant himſelf ; for he will 


certainly fiud that when a Decay bas carried away one 
Part of our Money out of the Kingdom, and the other 


is kept in the Merchants or Tradeſmens Hands, that no 


Laws he can make, nor any little Arts of ſhifting Pro- 
feriy among cus ſelues, will bring it back to him again; 


but his Rents will fall, and his Income every Day leſ- 


fin, till general Induſtry and Frugality, joined to a 


well-ordered Trade, ſhall reffore to the Kingdom the 
Riches and Mealth it had formeriy, | 

Fifihly, The Salt-Tax. 

This is collected with the greateſt Expence of 
any, in proportion to its Amount, coniequently 
is more grievous to the Subject, and leſs beneficial 
to the Government : Is attended with more per- 
nicious Conſequences than any ſingle Tax, for it 
has an univerſal Influence on all Manufactures, by 
laying great Hardſhips on the working Poor, whole 


chief Food is Bacon and ſalted Fleſh, and who in + 


many Places are forced to lay in a Stock of ſalted 
Proviſions for the Winter: The ſame with reſpect 
to the Farmers all over the Kingdom: Is prejudi- 
cial alſo to our Navigation, by enhancing the Ex- 
pence of Victualling of Ships, which raiſe the 
Freights on Engliſb Bottoms, to the great Advan- 
tage of Foreigners ; or forces the Merchants to 
victual abroad, to the great Damage of our Lands: 
Prevents even the very Improvement of our Lands, 
Salt being the beſt Manure, and on account of its 
ealy Carriage the cheapeſt. But the greateſt Pre- 
Judice of all is, its preventing the Improvement 
of our Herring-Fiſhery, that great Nurſery of Sea- 


men, by enhancing irs Expences to the great Pro- 


fit 
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T4 As Ess AV on th: Cauſes of the 


fit of the Dutch; for tho' we allow a Bounty on 
exported Fiſh, yet the Home-Confump ion, which 
would be a vaſt Help:-to promote the Fiſhery, be. 
ing taxed, has made the Trade languiſh, and little 
is done either for the Home or Foreign Demand: 


And notwithſtanding that this Article of Cured 


Herrings is ſo neceſſary for the Support of the 
working Poor, yet are they loaded with ſo heavy 
a Duty, as makes them too chargeable a Morſel 
for the Poor to encourage the Fiſhery. 

The States- General, in their Proclamation dated 
in the Hague 19 July, 1624, call the Great Fiſh- 
ing, and catching Herrings, the chiefeft Trade and 


principal:Gold Mine of the United Provinces, where- 


by many thouſands of Houfholds, Families, Handicrafis, 


Trades and Occupations, are ſet on work, well main- 


tamed, and proſper, efpecially the Sailing and Naviga- | 


tim, as well within as without theſe Countries, is rept 
in great Eſtimation. | 
Should fo beneficial a Trade that well maintains 


Handicrafts, Trades, Fr. and keeps in great Efti- 


mation a Navigation, ſhould ſuch a Trade as this, 
I ſay, be obſtructed for the ſake of a paltry Tax, 
that produces but about 1 50,0007. per Annum neat 
to the Government: Have we loſt all our Senſes, 
and ſhall we leave the Dutch unrivalPd for ever in 
a Trade, which they declare to be a principal 


Gold Mine, and yet is the negleRed Produce of 


our own Coaſts ?: | | 
Sixthly, The Exciſes. 


Tho? the Fxciſes on She, Candles, Leather, &c. 


by their manner of raiſing are ſo difagrecadle to 


* . v * * N : 
the Nation in general, that any Invective againft 


them at this time would be ncedleſs, having been 


ſo largely treated on already by our greateſt Poli- 


tical Authors: And as the Intent of this Eſſay is 
only to ſet Things in the ſingle Point of View 
which relates to Trade, I ſhall conſider them 10 

otherwiic 
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Decline of the FOREIGN TRADE. T5 
otherwiſe than as Taxes on Commodities, but 
attempt to ſhew the augmentative Faculty of. all 
ſuch Taxes, and the great Prejudice they do to 
Trade; for whatever raiſes the Neceſſaries of Life 
raiſes Labour, and of courſe the Price of every 
Thing that is produced by Labour. And it will 
be made appear hereafter by a Calculation of the 
oppreſſive Conſequences of the Exciſes, &c. that 


they almoſt treble themſelves to the People for 


what they raiſe to the Government; and it is to 
be feared it would appear much more, if we could 
go to the bottom of the Oppreſſion, and if it be 
conſidered that Tradeſmen in a Country, by their 
mutual Dependence on cach other, are ike Wheels 
in a Machine, in which if one is touched the others 
are affected. Amidit ſo many trading Movers 
to what Degree the Oppreſſion is increas'd is 
impoſiible to know, nor muſt we be ſtartled at the 
Lergeneſs of fuch Calculations as being too great 
for us to pay, for being circulated chiefly among 
ourſelves, and going out by Dribblets we hardly 
perceivethem ; but yet are ſurpriſed to find Wages 
and Neceſſaries grow dearer and dearer, becauſe 
few uſe themſelves to conſider the Immenſity of 
{ch collected Advances in ſmall Sums; but if we 
compare the Difference of the Price of Neceſſaries 
between England and France, we ſhall find that Dif- 
terence plainly accounting for the vaſt Amount of 
the Conſequences of our Taxes; nor can it be a 
Trifle that makes ſuch a fruitful Country as Eng- 
land is, ſo dear, and its Trade decline fo faſt ; for 
our working People being forced to purchaſe the 
Neceſſaries of Life dear, muſt work dear to live, 
until their willing working Hands are quite tied up 


by Foreigners, who live leſs taxed, and of courſe 


work cheaper, ſo that they muſt and do underſell 


us at all Markets for manufactured Goods were 


they come in Competition with us, and in time 
muſt 


A Os bf lf ine eg wee art ear Cares < * 
— — be 2 — : 


1 
—— 


_— 


—— 


rr 
2 0 


— — 
—— — 


—— 0 


— 2 — — —⏑— ——— — 
— py — 


SS —— 
— — v — 2 py 


mY — — 
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muſt ſtop all ſuch Exports. And I appeal to the 
Experience of every honeſt Man converſant in 
Trade, whether it does not decline Year after Year, 
more eſpecially our Wollen Trade, which has been 
eſtimated to be as neceſſary to us as Bread is to the 
Life of Man, for our dearer Goods muſt lie unſold 


or be fold with Loſs, which muſt ſtop or break our = 
Merchants; they our Clothiers and Weavers; theſe 4 


laſt their Journeymen, who muſt eitherſtarve, tun Pix 
Beggars, Thieves, or fly to our Enemies and help 
them to ruin us the faſter, which has happened too 
much of late Years, Oppreſs Trade, and the 
Generality of the common People become mile. 
rable and burdenſom to the. Rich, every little acci- 
dental Slackening of Trade increaſes that wretch- 
ed Number, as the following Caſe will fully illut- 
— Ow 

A poor Man either by hard Weather, the dead 
time of the Year in his particular Trade (for all 
Trades have ſuch times) Sickneſs, or various other 
Accidents cannot work, but having ſaved ten good 
Shillings is deterniined to allow himſelf only bare 
Neceſſaries, which if untaxed, might coſt about 
4d. per Day; bis Money then will hold thirty Days. 


'S | 
But if Neceſſaries are advanced by the Conſe- b 
quences of our Taxes 2d per Day on his Conſumpj- fe 


tion, in that Caſe 6 4. per Day is only equal to the bi 
above 4d. for his Maintenance, and he can then v 
hold out but twenty Days, and is forced the earlier a1 
by ten Days (in which poſſibly he might get Eu- 
ployment) to ſtarve, beg, or ſteal. = P 

Abſolute Starviag, we muſt hope, ſeldom or ne- ire 
ver happens amongſt ſo humane a People as tge 
Engl/b, but want of Neceſſaries may ſo impair a 
poor Man's Health that he may never recover it, 
and then an uſeful Subject, part of the Riches of 
the Nation, is loſt. 
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Decline of the Fox EIN TRaDE. 17 
Begging but ten Days learns the poor Man an 
idle Way of Life that few ever get rid of, and 
then inſtead of an uſeful Subject he becomes a bur- 
denſom, and oftentimes a villainous one. 
Stealing, whereby he becomes the Bane of So- 
ciety, and not contented with injuring his Netgh- 
bour in his Property, is prompted ſometimes to 


take away his Life; and in both Cafes expoſes 


himſelf to be cut off by the Hand of Juſtice. 
Every way a Loſs to the Nation. | | 
In all theſe Caſes the poor Man may have a 
large Family of Children, adding Miſery to Miſery. 
Encourage but Trade by knocking off one of 
thoſe Fetters,. its Exciſe, and the Children of the 
Poor will be trained up to Labour, become uſe- 


ful induſtrious Subjects, live comfortably as ſour- 


neymen, or perhaps as Maſters, and contribute 
their Aſſiſtance to add more Power to the Nation, 


and help to eaſe the Rich of their Taxes ; for the 
greater number of Individuals there are in a Coun- 


try capable of paying, the leſs the Tax will be on 
each of them if equally laid. It is the Intereſt of 
the Rich to let the Poor be able to get Mony for 
their Aſſiſtance, for by preventing them, they 
being the greater Weight on their own Shoulders; 
for theſe Oppreſſions do not ſtop with the Poor, 
but extend like a Plague to the Rich and the Noble, 
whoſe Fortunes inſenſibly moulder away by them; 
are the chief Cauſes of the preſent declining Con- 
dition of their Tenants, that great Increaſe of the 
Poor's Tax the Nation now labours under, which 
in ſome Places has lately been at above 8s. in the 
Pound, and muſt by degrees inevitably ſink the 
Value of their Eſtates, until one Ruin involves all. 


Several Authors have thought Eæciſes and Land- 


Taxes to be the moſt equal Methods of raiſing 
Supplies, but, if ſtrictly attended to, they will 
appear far otherwiſe; any thing poſitive and invo- 
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18 An Ess a on the Cauſes of the 


luntary eannot avoid Oppreſſion, which Humanity 
ſhould always make the firſt Conſideration in raif. 
ing Money from the People,. and good Policy the 
ſecond, in order to prevent. Evaſion and Fraud, 
the Children of Oppreſſion. 

A working Bachelor pays the: Exciſe, &c. on 
his own Shoes only. 

A working Married-Man does the ſame for him. 
ſelf, the ſame for his Wife, the ſame for his five 


Sons, the ſame for his five Daughters; twelve in 


Family. 5 
A Landed Bachelor of 1000 J. per Annum, when 
the Land Tax is at 25. pays 100 J. 
A Landed Married-Man of the fame Eſtate 
does the ſame, having a Wife and ten Children. 
Will any one ſay in theſe Cafes that the Exc? 
on Leather, and the Land-Tax, are equal Taxa- 
tions? In the firſt Cafe, is not the Oppreſſion in- 
creaſed twelve Articles to one; and in the ſecond, 
at leaſt four to one? For the Landed Married: 
Man, with fuch a Family, cannot, ſhould nct 


live more comfortably on his whole Eſtate, than 


the Bachelor. can do on the Quarter. of his; and 
how are the Landed Gentlemen that are married 
oppreſs'd, who are now in both Caſes? 

And here it may not be improper. to examine 
the Inconveniencies of a Pol/-Tax, ſuch as the 
States of Holland iſſued, an Ordonnance on the 28th. 
of March, 1742, for eſtabliſhing: In the Pream- 
ble to which it is ſaid, That the Safety of the Coun 
try, and its Inhabitants, requiring a greater Number 
of Troops to be kept up than ordinary, their Noble and 
High Mightineſſes have been obliged to, ſearch for tht 


moſt proper Means to provide for the Expences of that 


Augmentation, and they have not found any more fitting 
than the E/labliſhment of a.Poll-Tax,. proportioned © * 
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voo Ditio 8 Florins 4000 PFlorins 


1000 Ditio 15 Ditto 
7 1200 Ditto 18 Ditto 
XZ 15:0 Ditto 25 Ditto 
2 2c00 Ditta 32 Ditto 
25 O Ditto 40 Dito 
= 3009 Ditio 50 Ditto roooo Ditto 250 Dito _ 
> 3500 Ditto 63 Dito 12000 Ditto 3oo Dito 
oni fo on, increaſing on the Foot of 50 Florins, for 
every 2000 Florius Income. f 
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1 the Abilities -of every one. The firft Claſs rs of thoje 
who earn, ſpend, or poſſeſs an Income of 


6oo Florins, out of which they ſhall pay 6 Flo, to thisT ax. 
75 Florius 
go Dito 


4500 Ditto 
120 Ditto: 


5000 Dito 
6000 Ditto 140 Ditto 
7000 Ditto 160 Dito 
8000 Ditio 180 Ditto 
gooo Ditto 200 Ditto. 


800 Ditto 12 Ditto 


With due reſpect to their Noble and High Migh- 


tineſſes, I ſhall beg leave to repeat what J have juſt 
before aſſerted, viz. that any thing poſitive and 
= involuntary cannot avoid Oppreſſion, &c. and add 
a few Remarks on this Poll-Tax to ſupport that 
Aſſertion. 


1/7, It is unequal, conſequently unjuſt and op- 


* 


preſſiv e. | 
By this Tax a married Man of 600 Florins Income 


with ſix, eight, or ten Children, whoſe Family is ſo 
numerous that his Income is ſcarce ſufficient to 
maintain them, and who at the Year's end has hardly 
one Florin left, is to pay the ſame as a Bachelor 
who hath only himſelf to maintain, and perhaps 
lays up ſixty Florins a Year : What Injuſtice and 
= Oppreſſion, is here? Six Florins are exacted from 
done Man, who has not conveniently, cannot have 

one to ſpare, and no more from another who can 


ſpare ſixty; and yet this is not the worſt View 
this Tax is capable of being put in, for, fuppoſe 


the Bachelor's 600 Florins Income to ariſe from 


the Intereſt of his Stocks in Holland or England, 
and the married Man's by his Labour; here is a 


farther 


20 An Ess AV on the Cauſes of the 


farther ſhocking piece of Injuſtice, whereby Ty. 
duſtry and Idleneſs are put on the fame Fobting. 

2dly, It injures Trade, conſequently impove. 
riſhes a Country. 

By raiſing the Prices of Labour and Goods; 
for a Man who carns by his Trade 600 Florins 2 
i Year, and whoſe numerous Family confames thc 
118 whole, if fix Florins are exacted from bim, he 
. muſt raiſe them by advancing the Prices of his 
on Labour or his Goods; elſe he cannot live, and 
| the dearer Goods grow, the leſs vendible they 


5 are, conſequently the leſs Trade this Man will 
FT have; ſo that this Tax increaſes his Expences, 
5 and at the ſame time leſſens his Income; if this 
1:38 


is not Oppreſſion, I know not what is. 

All Taxes on Neceſſaries or Trade do the ſame, 
34ly, It tends to corrupt the Manners of the 

People, conſequently to make them tu.aultuous 

and leſs governable. 

For. being to Pay in proportion to what they 
"ſt earn, ſpend, or poſſeſs, the juſt Value whereof is 
impoſſible to be known but by themſelves, and to 

force them to a Declaration, an Oath is always 
impoſed, which makes a Struggle between In- 
tereſt and Conſcience, an extreme wiſe Law, 
whereby an honeſt Man is put on a worſe Foot- | 
ing than a. perjured Knave : He that forſwears 
himſelf pays leſs than his due and ſaves his Mo- 
ney, but he that is conſcientious pays to the full; 
which latter ſuſpeCtiag others to evade, is peaked 1 
at paying more than his Neighbours, and won- IF: 
ders why a falſe Oath ſhould not ſit as eaſy on him 
as on ſo many others; wherebythe moſt folemn 2 
Pledge of Truth among Men becomes frequent- 
ly violated, is. deſpis'd, diſregarded, and Intereſt 
rides triumphant over Conſcience, which latterbeing 2 
to Men as a Dike to keep out the Torrent of Vice, it 
once a thorough Breach, is made a Deluge of Iniquity. ³⁶ 
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WF Decline of the FoRRION TRADE. 21 
Fenſues, whereby all good Principles are drowned :: 


And che more vicious Men grow, the readier they 


Sewenthly and laſtly, The Customs. 


* Cuſtoms are Duties collected in Sea-Ports or 
We 2 5 1 
PFrontier- Towns, by Authority of State, on Goods 


coming in or going out of a Country. 


All Authors agree that low Cuſtoms are one of 
the Cauſes of the great Trade of Holland. 


If the lower the Cuſtoms the greater the Trade, 
vo Cuſtoms or Free-Ports mult carry Trade to its 


If low Cuſtoms cauſe great Trade, it follows 


© that high Cuftoms cauſe little Trade; which is 


5 
o 
*. 


comparatively our Caſe now. 


utmoſt height; which Caſe might be ours. 
If low Cuſtoms have ſuch good Effects in Hel. 
land, which hath the moſt natural Diſadvantages 
of any Country; a Free- Port muſt have the great. 
eſt and beſt Effect in Britain, whole natural Advan- 
tages are beyond any Countries in Europe, as will 
be proved hereafter. | 
That the above Obſervations are founded in Truth 


= will appear, by ſhewing how Cuſtoms, eſpecially 


7 high ones, obſtruct the Trade of theſe Nations. 
Lirſt, They prevent our Country's being an Uni- 


verſal Storehouſe. | 


Becauſe our Duties being ſo great an additional 


for Duties here, when he can have it all circulat- 
ing in Commodities in other Countries; nor can 


& {ſuch Goods be re-exported, becauſe the Officers 
XX Fees in and out, which always remain, and the 


Intereſt of the Money lying dead for Duties paid 


2 (tho? they be moltly drawn back) are fo great a 


Charge (the natural Intereſt of Money being much 
higher with us than in Holland) that the Goods 
cannot come near ſo cheap from us to any foreign 

Market, 
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Market, as from a Free-Port where nothing is 
paid in or out; therefore they prevent our Coun. 
try's having the beſt Choice of Goods at the 


| Cheapeſt Prices, to tempt our Cuſtomers : The 


great Duties on India Goods diſcourage Foreigners 
buying at our Sales, who pay an extraordinary 
Charge of Commiſſion on that advanced Price, 
and are forced to lie ſome Months out of their 


Money for the Drawback ; beſides, the ſtrict Rule 


of declaring Goods at the Cuſtom- Houſe, makes 
publick to every one each Tranſaction of Trade, 
and thereby prevents Shipping for foreign Ports 
ſuch Goods as are there prohibited, which de- 


prives us of ſeveral beneficial Branches of Trade 


that are carried on from Holland, or Free- Ports, 
to the great Advantage of Foreigners. 
Secondly, They prevent the Increaſe of our Na- 


vigation; 


By enhancing the Expences of building and na- 
vigating our Ships. 

Boards, Hemp, Flax, Sail-cloth, and Iron, 
paying Duties, thoſe Materials muſt be dear, and 
{ſeveral Neceſſaries of Life paying ſome Cuſtoms 
(and ſome Exciſes) the Ship-builders Labour mul: 
be dear; alſo the Proviſion and Stores put on 
board the Ships. 

The Engliſb Sailor paying on his own and Fa- 


mily's Neceſſaries, Cuſtoms (and Exciſes) mult 
have, and hath higher Wages than moſt other 


Countries give. 

So that a Brityh Veſſel built and rigged with 
dear Materials, by dear Labour, ſupplied with dear 
Stores, and navigated by Sailors at dear Wages, 
muſt have dear Freights, bring in all foreign Ne- 
ceſſaries and Materials for Manufacture dear, and 
carry out all our own Products and Manufactures 
dear to foreign Markets, much to the Diſadvan- 
ta ge of their Sale. 

This 


n 


ing is This ſhews the Reaſon why we could never 
Coun- rival the Dutch, Hamburghers, &c. in the Green- 
at the and Trade, the Navigation of the Baltich, or the 
: The Herring-Fiſhery, which being Trades carried on 
joners for ſmall Profits, our dear Navigation effectually 
dinay excludes us from making any Increaſe thoſe Ways. 
Price, By not having an Univerſal Storehouſe, our 
* their Ships, like empty Houſes, lie by idle in our Har- 
t Rule bours, waiting Months for Freights, the Intereſt 
makes of the Money they coſt eating out their Profits; 
Trade, or elſe are obliged to loſe their Time, and be at 
Ports great Expences in going from one Port to another 
h de. do endeavour to get a Cargo. | 
Trade 7 Thirdly, They prevent the Increaſe of Sailors, 
Ports, the true Strength of this Nation. 

> Thisisa Conſequence of the two laſt Remarks3 
ir Na- for no Trade breeds ſo many or ſo good Sailors 

zs the Free-Port and Carrying Trades, the Em- 
1d na-. ployment being the greateſt, and the Experience 

= we largeſt, as the Voyages are the moſt various 
Iron, and extenſive, for 'tis no leſs than the Trade of 
„ and the whole World. 5 
tome As Cuſtoms are inconfiſtent with ſuch a Trade, 
r mut of courſe they debar us of that Increaſe of Sailors 
ut on | which muſt be neceſſary to carry it on, and who 


id Fa- 


| mult 


Ny 
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would protect us from, or carry Vengeance to 


bo 


z 


= thoſe Enemies that durſt inſult us. 


i 


; * "i 


= The Cuſtoms upon foreign Salt, a Commodity 


o neceſſary to our Fiſhery, is likewiſe a great 
Prevention to the Increaſe of Sailors, the Num- 
| with bers employed in Holland by their Fiſhery are pro- 
h dear | digious, I fear ours bear no compariſon. 


other 


Tages The Hritiſb Sailor being forced by Cuſtoms 
n Ne- and Exciſes to live dear, muſt have dear Wages, 
r, and Which excludes him from Employment wherever 
tures Foreigners can be legally had, to the great Diſ- 
.dvan» : ocouragement of our Sailors, and prevents their 
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All this is not only deſtruftive to our Riches, 
but alſo to our Security, it being difficult in time 


of War to man our Navy, not improperly called 


our Floating Caſtles, and occaſions · that hard Cuſ. 
tom of Prefling, which puts a free-born Bri 
Sailor on the footing of a Turkyh Slave; the 
Grand Signior cannot do a more abſolute Act, than 
to order a Man to be dragged away from his Fa. 
mily, and againſt his Will run his Head before 
the Mouth of a Gannon; and if ſuch Acts ſhovld 
be frequent in Turkey upon any one Set of uſeful 
Men, would it not drive them away to other 
Countries, and thin their Numbers yearly ? and 
would not the remaining Few double or treble 
their Wages? which is the Caſe of our Sailors in 
time of War, to the great Detriment of our 
Trade and Manufactories. | 

Fourthly, They leſſen the Capital of our Mer. 


© chants, 


By keeping a great Part of their Stocks by them 
idle to pay the Duties of the Goods they import, 


which is, in effect, making them not only ad- 


vance their Money for the Service of the State, 
but likewiſe run the riſk in the Credit they give 
of ever being reimburſed, and is diverting a Stream 


of Riches that ſhould water Trade: for it often y 1 
happens that when our Merchants are ſhort of 
Caſh, and they have both Cuſtoms and Manufac- *? 


turers to pay, ſo much Money goes for the firſt, 


that nothing is left for the latter, which cauſes 2 
Circulation of Diſappointments ſeldom known in 
Holland on that Account; and the Dutch Merchants 
can carry on the ſame Trade with much leſs Stock 
than ours, ſell cheaper, extend their Commerce 
farther, and of courſe give better Encouragement 
to their Working-people, whereby they caule them 
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The following Caſe will ſhew the Difficulties 
and Diſcouragements our Merchants labour under 
more than the Dutch our great Rivals in Trade. 

Suppoſe a Merchant in Rotterdam to ſhip Corn 
for Baurdeaux, and the Neat Produce to amount 
to the Value of 2000 J. Sterling, if he orders it 
10 be inveſted in Wines, and ſhipped for Holland, 
he will not pay for Duties 401. i | 

Suppoſe a Merchant in London to ſhip Corn for 
Oporio, and the Neat Produce to amount to the 
Value of 20001. Sterling, if he orders it to be in- 
veſted in Wines, and ſhipped for England, he will 
pay for Duty above 2000/7. | | | 

Therefore the Dutch Merchant's Prime Coſt and 
Duties of his Cargo will be 2040 

The Engliſb Ditto, 4000 

19601. of the Engliſb Merchant's Diſburſe more 
than the Dutch Merchant's in the Amount of the 
Duties, is impriſoned untill the People he truſts 
pay him, which may be a Year ora Year and a 
half; whereas if the Dutch Merchant's Capital be 


equal, he has had 1960]. to employ in buying 


up Goods to freight another Adventure, may be 
of Woollens, giving quick Employment to the 
Navigation and Manufactories of his Country. 
Suppoſe the Retailers they truſt break about the 
Year's end, and make a Compoſition amounting 
to 25 per Cent. on the Prime Couſt and Duties of 
the Wines: N 
The Dutch Merchant's Loſs will be L 1530 
The Engliſb, Ditto, 3000 
This allo makes our Merchants Riſk in Trade 
greater, and their Loſſes heavier than in Holland. 
Hifihly, They encourage and force the Con- 
ſumption of Foreign Superfluities. 
The dearer outlandiſh Luxuries are, the more 
they are eſteemed by our People of Taſte ; it is the 
Pence that makes the Elegancy, therefore Du- 


ties 


26 An Ess a x on the Cauſes of the 


tics on them only further their Sale, as Mr, C7; 


| clearly proves in his Co-fideration, &. p. 93. Fir 

1 it being Vanity, not Uſe, that makes the expenſive Fa. ] 
' 118 Jhions of your People, the Emulation is, Who ſhall hays : 
Y the fineſt, that is, the deareſt Things, net the m:/? cn. 
4 venient or uſefil ® How many things do we valne and [ 
1 Buy, becauſe they come at dear Rates from Japan aud t 
IA China, which, if they were our own Aanufatiure or # ſ 
5 , Product, to be had common, and for- a little Money, S 
Bd would be contemned and neglected? Have not ſeveral 11 
1 of our own Commodities, offered to Sale at reaſongbl = © 
1 Rates, been deſpiſed, and the very ſame eagerly bought ot 
We and bragged of when ſold for French at a double Price ? © 
1 You mißt not therefore think that the raiſing their Price c 
is will. leſſen the Vent of faſpionable foreign Commaditics a 
„ amongſt you, fo long as Men have any way to purchaſe it 
"16 them, but rather increaſe it. 5 C 
ot But beſides encouraging, our Cuſtoms force the Ic 
Conſumption kere of moſt foreign Superfluities t 

that are imported ; for though the Duties be moſt— U 

ly drawn back on ſome Articles, yet the Intere! tl 

of the Money lying dead for Duties and Fees in I 

and out, hinder in ſome degree their Re-exporta- Þ* _ 

tion, and in many Articles the Duties are only in ©; © 

art drawn back, ſo that what remains is ſuch an 

additional Load as prevents ſuch Goods being ſale = fc 

able at any other Market, conſequently forces us 0 

to conſume all ſuch Superfluities. This makes a FF © 

People luxurious, who can do nothing with fo? m 

reign Superfluities but riot and indulge ; whereas P. 

the Dutch having the Object of Gain always be- M 

fore their Eyes, by the Advance of foreign Mar. ® 

kets for thoſe Superfluities they have in their Store th 

bouſes, are checked from indulging in what ap- A 

pears to them common, and of no great Value 15 

for the preſent, but may be attended with great 0 

Profit hereafter; which accounts for the Dutch : 

Frugality, ſo juſtly celebrated by all Authors. VI, 

Sixihly, 
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Decline of the FOREIGN TRADE. 27 
S;xthly, They encourage Smuggling. 
Where the avoiding high Cuſtoms makes the 
Profit great, no Riſk, no Danger can prevent Mens 
attempting it; it is throwing out a Bait to a greedy 
Fiſh, he will ſnap at it though Ruin enſues ; this 
prejudices and diſcourages the Fair Trader, either 
tempts, or forces him to turn Smugoler, and aſ- 
ſociate himſelf with thoſe many Examples of De- 
pravity we have at this time among our People, 
living in a State of War with the Government, in 
defiance of Laws, whereby an univerſal Corrup- 
tion of Manners and Contempt of Authority muſt 


enſue, if not early prevented: Beſides, it being 


chiefly the Articles of Luxury that are ſmuggled, 
as Brandy, Tea, French Wine, Laces, Silks, &c. 
it ſpreads their Conſumption among the lower 
Claſs of People, who are tempted to imitate at a 
leſs Expence the Luxuries of their Superiors; and 
the ſame Smugglers that bring us theſe Superflui- 
ties, carry of vaſt Quantities of raw Wool, to 
the great Prejudice of our Manufattories, and the 
Nation in general, 
9cventhly, They ruin Manufactories, more eſpe- 
cially the Woollen. 
uitoms prevent the bartering away aur Manu- 
factures for foreign Goods, not only for our own 
Conſumption, but alſo for Exportation, which 
might enlarge the Vent of our Goods ten times 
more than it now is; for if a Merchant now ex- 
ports Woollen Goods, and would barter them for 
Wines, the Duties on them would amount to 
more than the Coſt of his Woollen Goods; fo 
that he muſt have a double Capital for ſuch an 
Adventure, or let it quite alone, whereby the 


Sales of great Quantities of Woollen Goods are 


loſt to the Nation. 
As Cuſtoms enhance the Expences of our Na- 
Vigation, the Freights muſt be raiſed accordingly, 
B 2 whereby 
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whereby the Prices of the Sope, Oil, and Dye- 
Stuffs uſed in manufacturing our Wool, are ad- 


vanced to the Maker, and the Freights on the 


Cloths or Stuffs exported being alſo raifed, are 
additional Clogs upon the Sales of our Woollen 
Goods. 

Cuſtoms prevent the Carrying and Fiſhing 
Trades, the great Nurſeries of Seamen, whereby 
our Sailors being few, and their Expences raiſed 
by Taxes, they have the higheſt Wages of moſt 
People in Hurope, which is another additional Ad- 
vance on the Freights, to the Prejudice of our 
Woollen Trade as above. 

Cuſtoms taking away ſo great a part of our 


Merchants Stocks, they are thereby deprived of 


driving that great Trade, and purchaling thoſe 
Quantities of Woollen Goods they would other- 
wile do; beſides, our Merchants Riſk in Trade 
being greater than in Holland, and their Loſſes 
keavier by our Cuſtoms, their Pankrupcies mult 
be more frequent; this ſenſibly affects our Manu— 
facturers, who are generally conſiderable Credi- 
tors; for broken Merchants may be well compar- 
ed to Nine- -pins, one of which feidom falls withe 
out beating down many otners. 

Cuſtoms recommend foreign Manufactures of 
fine Goods by making them expenſive, which Va- 
nity on that account ſoon renders faſhionable, 
whilit our own are deſpiſed, though ſuperior in 
Goodneſs, and are a great Diſcouragement to our 
Mauufactories. 

Cuſtoms are the Cauſe of the Smuggling of 

Wool, becauſe the Gain being great by running 
Ter Brandy, and French Goods, on account of 
the high Duties, hath raiſed the contraband Trade 
to a great height, and the Smugglers cannot make 
their Returns in any Commodity of ſo quick e and 


certain a Vent, or that es {> good a Profit as 
our 
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Decline of the Fox EIN TRAPE. 29 
our Wool, for the Hench being leſs taxed than we, 
can work cheaper, and their own Wool being 
coarſe, Engliſh and Triſh Wools are io much in de- 
mand, that they will give great Prices for them, 
for which Reaſon they receive vaſt Quantities, to 
the Ruin of our Manufactories. 


Cuſtoms on Aſhes, Bay-falt, Cotton, Copper, 


Coals, Drugs, foreign Sope, Flax, Fruit, Nurs, 
Hemp, Iron, Leather, Linens, OH, Paper, Ricc, 
Tobacco, Tallow, Threads, Tapes, Silk, and Su— 
gar, being Neceſſaries of Life, or Materials of 
Manufacture, muſt neceſſarily make all our Com- 
modities dear, not only to our own People, but to 
Foreigners likewiſe (though our Workmen ſhould 
have no Exciſes to pay) and ſuch Diſcouragements 
give Opportunity to Foreigners to {end their Ma- 
nufactures cheaper to foreign Markets, and ſmug- 
gle them in defiance of all Laws into our own 
Country, to the Ruin of our Manufacturers ; for 
all the above Cuſtoms are as much Taxes on our 
Woollen Manufactory, as if they were laid on the 
Wool itſelf, or more; for the Workman muſt 
raiſe the Money on the Woollen Goods Ee makes, 
ro pay the Duties of what he uſes of the above 
Articles, with the Advances, in all the Hands 
they paſs through before they come to hiru. It is 
by theſe, that we ourſelves drive away our own 
Menutactures, and prevent our ever getting more; 


and Foreigners could not rival the People of ſo 


fruitful a Country as Britain, if we did not furnith 
them with the Means by our high Taxes and Re- 
ſtraints, that are alwa;;s prejudicial to Trade, tho? 
deſigned to amend it, and never effect the thing 
intended though fortified with the moſt rigorous 
penal Laws, as Mr, Locke gives an Inſtance of in 
bis Conſideration, &c. p. 116. It is Death in Spain 
10 export Money; and yet they who furniſh all the World 


with Gold and Silver, have leaſt of it among themſelves ; 
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30 An Ess a on the Cauſes of the 
Trade fetches it awny from that Iazy and mdigent Peg. 
ple, notwith/tanding all their artificial and forced Con- 
7rivances to keep it there; it follmus Trade againſt the 
Kigour of their Laws, and their want of foreign Com. 
modities makes it openly be carried out at Noom-day, 

This ſeems to be a Parallel of the State we are 
coming to, and which fome Forcigner may by and 
by make. 

It is Felony in England to export Wool, and yet 
they who furniſh all the World with Wool, have 
leaſt of the manufacturing of it among themſelves, 
the Smupggling-trade fetches it away from that Ex- 
ciſed and Cuſtom- loaded People, notwithſtanding 
all their artificial and forced Contrivances to keep 
it there; it follows the Smuggling-trade againtt 
the Rigour of their Laws, and their want of tak- 
ing off the Taxcs on their Manufacturers, makes 
it openly be carried out at Noon- day. 

By this we ſce that neither Death nor Baniſh- 
ment can force Trade to an unnatural Channel, 
and it may be compared in one reſpect to Water 
which cannot be compreſſed within its natural Di- 
menſions, the more Force is exerted, the ſooner is 
the Veſſel broke that contained it, and the Water 
ict looſe never to return. The great De Vit, in 
his Memoirs, Ratiſbon Edit. p. 77, aſſerts, That the 
Navigation, the Fiſhery, the Trade, aud Manilfucturet, 
which are the four Pillars of the State, ſpould not be 
zweahkened or encumbered by any Taxes, for it is they that 
give Subſiſtence to the moſt part of the Inhabitants, and 
who draw in all forts of Strangers, unleſs the Neceſſity 
was ſo great that the Country was threatened with an 
intire Deſtruction, and theſe Fundamentals ſhould be dt. 
tacked upon the hopes that theſe Taxes wou'd not laſt 
lang; at leaſt, haſte ſhould be made as ſom as the Storm 
Was over, to take them off ; again, this Diſti ct ion 
ſhould be made that Manufactures ſhould not or cannot 
be taxed at all, becauſe they are not fixed to the Coun. 
. 1795 
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17%, and we muſt fetch from Foreign Countries the Stuff 
and Materials to work them up. 

Eighthly, They ſend away our Specie. 

Britain having no Mines of Gold or Silver, has 
no other Means of getting or preſerving its Trea- 
ſure but by Foreign Trade. As Cuſtoms confine 
our Trade to mere Importation for our own Ne- 
ceſſaries or Vanities, and at the ſame time ruin our 
Manufactures ; what we want in Exports to balance 
the Imports muſt be paid in Specie, making the 
Balance of Trade every Year more and more againſt 
us; for as we raiſe the Prices of our Goods fo high 
by Taxes that Foreigners won't take them, and yet 
continue to Import their Superfluities, which we 


now chiefly and in time mult intirely pay for with 


our Gold and Silver, as appears by the Bills of En- 
try in every Week we are beginning to do; and 
our high Duties encouraging Smugglers who have 
ſeldom a ſettled Habitation, or any Stock of our 
Manufactures by them, they carry out vaſt Quan- 
tities of Specie to purchaſe their Cargoes; ſuch 
large Praughts make our Mint lie idle, we fee 
but little new coined Gold, and hardly any Silver, 
we find our Money diſappear and gro ſcarcer and 
ſcarcer every Lear; our Trade declines, and our 
People ſtarve. : | 

To ſhew how Exciſes, Cuſtoms, and Salt-Duties, 
increaſe the Expences of the People, and conſe- 
quently rvin our Trade, the following Account 
may not be improper. 

firſt, The Duties themſelves. 

The neat Produce of the Taxes following, are 
computed to be one Year with another as under: 


B 4 Exciſe, 
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, about { 2,800,000 

Cuitoms, about 1,700,000 doe 
Salt, about 150,000 | 1 Cor 
| hh FD 8 
4,650,000 I a 
The Charges of raiſing mei 
theſe Duties are about C 465,000 Ad 
ten per Cent. ä 9 ont 
5,1, oo Ph 

| | | 4 =, 
Secondly, The advanced be! 
Price of thoſe Goods the on 
above Duties are laid on. ther 
Woful Experience teaches | Sho 
us that every {mall Duty laid = He 
on Commodities, raiſes the 1 2 
Price of them to the Con- 8 the 
ſumer, double or treble the 3 3 
groſs Duty. | raif 
By the Fees given to Of- ee. 
ficers, the Tyrants of Tra- Hie 
ders. 4 
By Tradeſmen's Loſs of > 
Time in attending upon Ex- Ta 
ciſemen or at Cuſtomhouſes : 8 
A Trader's Time is his Pol 
Bread. : c 
By taking away a quarter the 
Part of our Traders Stocks l 
for Duties, and forcing them Hic 
to take as great Profit on 3 Le 
| of their Stocks laid out in He 
Goods, in order to live, as Le 
they would on the whole if 3 
Duty- fre. | 
By Tradeſmen's Profits * 4 
on the Duty and Advances Hi 


in all the Hands all taxed r. 
| Goods 7 
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Brought over. { 5 115,000 


Goods come through to the 


* Conſumer : as for Example: 


Suppoſe there ſhouldbe no 
other Tax but that on Lea- 
ther, let us ſee how many 
Advances that would make 
on the Price of our Shoes, 
The Grazier, his . 

1/½ Advance on the Beaſt 
he fattens, to raiſe the Tax 


on Leather, and Advances 


thereby occaſioned on the 

Shoes he wears. | 

He ſells to the Butcher, his 
2d Ditto, his Profit on 

the firſt Advance. 

34 Ditto, on the Hide, to 
raiſe the Tax on Leather, 
Sc. 

He ſells to the Tanner, his. 


4th Ditto, his Journey- 


mens Wages, to raiſe the 
Tax on Leather, &c. 

5th Ditto, Tax of 2d. per 
Pound on Leather. 

6 Ditto, his Profit on 
the above 5 Advances. 

7th Ditto, on the tanned 


Hide, to raiſe the Tax on 


Leather, &c. | 
He fells to the Currier, or 
Leather- cutter, his 


3th Ditto, his Profit on 


the above 7 Advances. | 
9th Ditto, on the tanned 


Hide he cuts, to raiſe the 


Tax on Leather, Sc. 


Bs. 


He” 


24 An Ess ax on the Cauſes of the 
; Brought over. 115,00 
He ſells to the Shoemaker, 4 $:115,000 a 
| his el, 
101% Ditto, his Journey- 3 
mens Wages, to raiſe the 1 5 
Tax on Leather, &c. op 5 
L1th Ditto, his Profit on ww 
the above 10 Advances. | ö 3 1 f 
12th Ditto, on the Shoes HY: fi | 
he makes, to raiſe the Tax =_ 
on Leather, Ec. | ww bin 
He ſells to Ws 
The Conſumer, with all Cal 
theſe Advances highly mag- W wh 
nified beyond the bare Duty, 3 
and all the other Taxes on and 
the Conſumption of theſe . per 
five Trades, are as much a | 
Duty on Leather as the 2. 1 
on the Pound itſelf, ſince the 
they can only raiſe them in on. 
the ſame manner, viz. on 
the Goods they fell, mag- _ 
| nified and advanced In Price he 
| through every Hand they go, Pr 
as the Conſumer finds in the Goa 
preſent Price of his Shoes, | 
which if compared with the all 
| old Price before theſe Taxes th 
| were known, any one may m 
| ſee upon weighing his Shoes, a1 
how many more two-pences N 
1 he pays than the bare Tax ee 
on Leather: The Shoe- | | wy 
| maker affects all Trades, To - 
| and is in return himſelf 1 8 


| affected by all he deals with. 
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Brought over. 


All which duly conſider- 
ed, might be computed at 
above Cent. per Cent. on the 
groſs Produce of the Duties, 
but though the large Duties 


cauſe ſome farther Advance 
on all the Goods they are 


laid on, charged with Pro- 
fit upon Profit through e- 


very Hand they paſs; yet 


as they keep not Pace with 
the ſmall Duties, and all 
Calculations appear faireſt 
when moderate, I chooſe 


to abate in the Advances, ' 


and to ſet them only at fifty 
per Cent. 
The Amouut of the ad- 


vanced Price of the Goods 


the above Duties are laid 
on. 
Let us ſee how this 
7,72, 500 l. circulates thro? 
the People, advances the 
Prices of our Goods, con- 
ſequently ruins our Trade. 
Firſt, This Dearneſs of 
all Neceſſaries which raiſes 
the firſt Coſt of Goods, 


muſt advance the Price of 


all Labour. 

The SpeFator Ne 200, 
computes that the People 
witheut Property, who work 


conſume 3 of our Customs 


for their Daily Bread, do 
and Exciſes, therefore they 
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pay 5 of them and their 
as theſe 
People live but from Hand 
to Mouth, whatever is laid 
on them they mult there- 
fore ſhift off or they can- 
not live ; and ſince theſe 


various Taxes have been 


projected, they muſt earn 
enough when they do work 
to pay the Taxes, the ad- 
vanced Price of taxed 
Goods, and the advanced 
Prices of all other Neceſ- 
faries, viz, Meat, Bread, 
Cloathing, or whatever they 
can uſe, not only for the 
Conſumption: of the Days 
they are employed, but for 
thoſe alſo that they are not; 
therefore they are the 
Cauſe of raiſing the Wages 
of the working People 5 of 


7,672, 500 l. the Amount 


of the advanced Price of 
the Goods the above Du- 
ties are laid on, which 
makes 5 
Secondly, This Dearneſs 
of all Neceſſaries forces the 
Maſter-Tradeſmen to raiſe 
on their Cuſtomers the Tax- 
es and Advances on their 
Conſumption. | 
The above Sfectator al- 


5, 115, 00 


lows 3 Conſumption of our 


Cuflems and Exciſes to the 


People with Property, but 
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as theſe may be divided in- 

to two Claſſes, wiz. in 

Trade, and out of Trade, 

and the Proportion conſu— 

med by each, not being aſ- 

certained by any Author, I 

ſnall compute them at half 

and half. Therefore the Ma- 

ſter-Tradeſmen or People, 

with Property in Trade, 

viz, Merchants, Manufactu- 

trers, Mechanicks, Farmers, 

> wholeſale Dealers, and re- 


> tailing Shopkeepers, muſt 
each lay on the Goods they 
© fell, the advanced Price of 
* the taxed Goods they con- | | 
© ſume; whether Food, Cloth- | 14 
ing, or Utenſils: Their + | f 
conſumption of 7, 672, 500. 1,278,750 9 
the Amount of the advan- — ft 
= ced Price of the Goods the . I 
above Duties are laid on, Ml 
1 which makes 6,393,750 | #1 
= Thirdy, Tradeſmens pay-  .- : . | 
* ing advanced Prices on their 2 11 
Goods muſt have advanced 4+ << 
= Profits, for whether they 4; 
lay out their Stocks of Mo- | 


= ney in Goods that bear their Þ 
natural Value only, or Goods *Þ 
that bear double that Value I 7 « | 
by Taxcs, ſtill a living Pro- „ 
fit muſt be obtained on the 
Stocks they employ. _. 
For the Wages of the Ma- 
nufacturer, the Mechanick, 
the Labourer, and the Ex- 


pences 
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6,393,750 


Brought over, 
pences of the Maſter Tradeſ- 
man, being of Neceſſity 
raiſed, the firſt Coſt of 
Goods muſt be ſo too; and 


conſidering the various 
Tradeſmens Hands that 


Goods paſs through from 
the Workman or Labourer 
to the Conſumer, charged 
with Profit upon Profit by 


each of them, (which in the 


little Trades muſt be very 


great, otherwiſe their Re- 


turns being ſmall they could 
not live) the Advance there - 


by occaſioned may, at a 


moderate Rate, be compu- 
ted at 50 per Cent, to the 
Conſumer on the above two- 
Articles, which raiſe the 
firſt Coſt of Goods, and 
makes 


3,196,875 


—.— 9.500, 625 


People with Property out 
of Trade, their 4 Conſump- 


tion of 7,672,500, the A- 


mount of the advanced Price 


of che Goods the above 


Duties are laid on, makes 


Total Advance, 


This part of the Amount 
of the Conſequences of rai- 
ſing 4, 650, ooo for the Go- 


vernment, by our preſent 


Manner of taxing Goods. 


1,278,750 
1 10,369,375 
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Our other Taxes are, The 
Land- Tax, the groſs Pro- 


duce, at about 4s, in the 


Pound is about 
The Stamps, Windows, PofF 


Offce, & c. their computed 
| Groſs produce about 


The Poors Tax is compu- 
ted, on a middling Rate, to 


equal the Land-Tax, but 


muſt be much more when 
Trade is reduced, and the 
Price of Proviſions high, 
however to reckon it at no 
more than the Land- Tax, or 


General Amount of all 


our Taxes, and part of their 


Conſequences, 
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500,000 


1,960,000 
— 


＋ 15,289,375 


— 


Let us ſee now the A- 
mount of our Taxes, with 
regard to our Expences: 
The Britih Merchant, Vol. 
1. p. 165, computes our 
People at Seven Millions, 
and their Expences at 7 /. 
fer Head; but as Neceſſa- 
nes are grown dearer ſince 
the Year 1713, when he 
wrote, and the Number of 
People increaſed, I hall 
compute the People at Eight 
Millions, and their Expcn- 
ces at 81, per Head, which 
makes our Total Expence 


annually = ( £ 64,000,000 


of 
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his Meat? and muſt we wonder if he ſinks — 
| | 1 
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Brought over { 64,000,000 

Of which 64 Millions the 

People pay for the Taxes, 

and their Conſequences, as 

above, : 15,239,375 

Which being ſubſtracted, 

their Expences, if untaxed, 

would be only £, 48,710,625 
155289, 375 l. charged on 48, 10, 625, is 2 


Tax of above 31 per Cent, on. the Expences of 


the People, which muſt add a prodigious Artifi- 
cial Value to our Goods, conſequently render 


them leſs ſaleable, and ruin our Trade. 


If it is aſked, Whether Foreigners, for what 
Goods they take of us, do not pay on that Con- 
ſumption a great Portion of our Taxes ? 

The Anſwer is, That it muſt be admitted they 


do; but if that was originally intended and ex- 
pected to continue the ſame as at the firſt laying 
on of our Taxes, it will be the ſtrongeſt Argu- 


ment againſt them; for as our Taxes on Necella- 


ries are proved to be ſo burdenſome and expenſive 
by raiſing the Prices of our Goods, Foreigners: 


take leſs of them yearly, and when the Demand 


is reduced, the People having leſs Work, find 


leſs Money to pay, and yet have their Taxes pro- 


portionably increaſed on them as they loſe their 


Trade; for, as the Government abates neither 


Expences nor Taxes, and if one Method of Tax- 


ing fails, another is tried; what Foreigners ceaſe 


to pay, we muſt; or in other Words, the leſs 


Trade and Money, the more Taxes; and thc 
more our Taxes are, the leſs and leſs Trade and 
Money we know we muſt expect. Is not this 
like adding to a Horſe's Burden, and diminiſhing 
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his Load? Perhaps Figures may explain this ſtill 
clearer, by ſtating a ſimilar Account thro? 5o Years. 

Suppoſe that in the Year 1710 all our Taxes, 
and part of their Conſequences, were as they are 
now, viz. 15,289,375; that Foreigners paid then 
of them, and our own People 5; that Foreign- 
ers going to cheaper Markets fince, have ceaſed 
taking Goods from us yearly in proportion to one 


per Cent. only on their former 4 Part of our Tax- 


es and their Conſequences, the Account every tive 
Years will ſtand thus : 


| Fore'gne:s paid of our Taxes, Sc. Our own People paid, 
Anno 1710 L 2,184,196 4 13,105,179 


1715 2,074,937 13,214,388 
1720 1,965,778 13,323,597 
1725 1,856,599 12,432,806 
1730 1,747,300 13, 542, 015 
1735 1,038,151 13,051,224 


1740 1,528,912 13,700,433 


© By this it plainly appears, in what manner our 
ßpreſent Taxes drive away our Trade, and burden 
our People, who have by this Account 655,254 7. 
more to pay in 1740, than they had in 1710, 
& with z leſs Trade to pay it with. 


To conclude this Head. Two of our greateſt 


Authors clearly foreſaw at the laying on our nu- 
merous Exciſes, Cuſtoms, &c. that theſe unhap- 
py Conſequences muſt neceſſarily follow, and their 
Arguments are a full Proof of what has been al- 
ready advanced. | | 


Mr. Locke, in his Confiderations, &e. p. go, ſays, 


1 That for raiſing three Millions on Commodities, and 
bringing fo much into the Exchequer, there mu/t go a 
& great deal more than three Millions out of the Subjects 
5 Pockets; for a Tax of that nature cannot be levied by, , 
| 0 ers to watch every little Rivulet of Trade without 


4 


42 An Essav on the Cauſes of the 
a great Charge, eſpecially at firſt Trial; but ij pal 
m9 more Charge in raiſing it than of Land- Tax, 434 
znat-there are only three Millions to be paid, it is gi. 
dent that to do this out of Commodities, they muſt u 11, 
Conſumer be raiſed ꝙ in their Price, ſo that ever; hin 
to him that uſes it muſt be a quarter dearer, Let us 
fee now who, at the long run, maſl pay this Quarter, 
and where it will light ; it is plain the Iderchunt ard 
Broker neither will nor can, for if he pays a Dnaty 
more for Commodities than he did, he will fell them at g 
Price proportionably raiſed; the poor Labourer gn 
Handicrafiſman cannot, for he juft lives from Hand t 
Aſcuth alreaay, and all his Food, Cloathing, and Utc;: 
ils, coſting a quarter more than they did boſere, eite. 
his Wages muſt riſe with the Price of things to mat: Hi 
live, or elſe not being able to maintain himfelf and I. 
mic by his Labour, he comes to the Pariſh, 
And afterwards he: proves, that in the Home- 
Conſumption the whole Burden falls on Land at 
laſt. | 

Dr. Davenant, in his Eſſays on Trade, Vol. 3. 
p. 30. aſlerts, that As to Manufactures, high Ex- 
ciſes in time of Peace are utterly deſtructive ts that rite 
cipal Part of England's Wealth ; for if Malt, Cal, 
Salt, Leather, and other things beor a great Price, lie 
Wages of Servants, Workmen, and Ariificers, will cen: 
fequently riſe, for ihe Income muſt bear fome prepertii 
to the Expence, and if ſuch as ſet the Poor to vu fins 
Wages for Labour, or Marufaftures advance up 
them, they muſt riſe in the Price of their Commodity, ur 
they cannot live; all which would fignify little, if 
thing but our own Dealings among one another Wert 
thereby affected, but it has a' Conſequence far more pe- 
micious in relation to our foreign Trade, for it is itt 
E xportation of our own Product that muſt make Eng- 
land rich. | a 

And in Page 3 1. But the Conſequence of ſuch Du- 
1165, in Times of Peace, will fall moſt heavily 175 - 
| 4 0011 
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1 | Tollen Manufaftures, of which mot have more Vale 


from the Workmanſhip than the Material; and if the 


Price of this IVorkmanſhip be. Faced, it will in a 
ort courſe of thme put a Necejſity upon theſe we deal 


wth of ſetting up Manufactures of their own, ſuch as 
they can, or of buying Goods of the like Kind and Uje 


: from Nations that can afford them cheaper. 


II. Of Monopolies, whereby the Many are op- 
preſſed for the Gain of a Few. | 

Beſides the Misfortunes ariſing from our Taxes, 
we have ſome Monopolies very deſtructive to a 
trading Nation. 

It is a Maxim, That in free Countries Monopo- 
lies are abſurd, inconſiſtent, and deſtructive, as 
encouraging Idfeneſs, Villainy and extravagant 
Demands for Wages or Goods, whereby the Ma- 
ny are deprived of the Advantages of their Birth- 
rights without having committed any Crime to for- 
feit them, and for the Benefit of a few only; a 
Country that ſuffers them cannot ſend its Goods 
ſo cheap to a foreign Market as its Neighbours, 
for never yet was a Monopolized Trade extended 
to the degree of a Free one; therefore any Coun- 
try abounding in Monopolies muſt decline in 
Trade, i 
Jo apply this to Britain, which hath more Mo- 
nopolies than are generally thought on. 

Firſt Monopoly. Companies with excluſive 
Charters, vx. Eaſt-India, South-Sea, and Turkey 
Companies, | 

Theſe Companies prevent the increaſing the 
Vent of our Manufactures abroad, conſequently 


they ſtarve our Poor, as will appear by the fol- 


lowing Reaſons. 8 
1. By being all of them confined to London, the 
Prices of the Woollens they export are enhanced 


by long Land-Carriages up to Town, with the 


additional 


* r 
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additional Charges of Commiſſion, Ware-hopſe. 
Rent, Porterage, fc. much to the Prejudice of 
their Sale; ahn 4» t Materials of Manufaciyr: 
they import d led over many Parts of the 
Kingdom by the like expenſive Conveyance, to 
the great Diſadvantage of the Nation in general. 

2, The Turkey Company, whoſe Trade is al. 
moſt dwindled away, can prevent diſpatching their 
Ships for one Year, if they pleaſe, to raiſe the 
Price of Silk at home for their own Advantage, 
though the Nation thereby loſes one whole Year's 
Vent and Conſumption of its Woollen Goods in 
Turkey, which it Is faid hath happened formerly; 
and if an iniquitous Riſe is given to Silk here, we 
cannot manufacture it with ſuch Advantage as our 
Neighbours. The Reader will be pleaſed to con- 
ſider the fine Situation our Poogemployed in the 
Moollen and Silk Manufactures maſt be in at ſuch 
a time. : | | | 

3. It is not the Intereſt of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany to increaſe the Quantities of the Woollens 
they export, but rather to contract them (which I 
ſuppoſe was the reaſon for obliging them by their 
Charter to export Woollens to a certain Value) 
for at all Markets where there are any Demans 
for Goods, the Smallneſs of the Quantitics natu- 


rally enhances the Price; and if the Company can 


gain as much on 5000 Cloths as on 10000, is it 
not their Intereſt to prefer the leſſer Quantity on 
account of the leſs Diſburſement and. Rifl:? al- 
though it is plain the Nation would loſe the Sale 
of one half of the Manufactures capable of being 
vended; whereas private Traders puſhing againlt 
one another, ſtudy to increaſe the Vent of their 
Goods by ſelling at moderate Profits, making the 
Quantities anſwer to themſelves and their Country. 

4. The large Charges the Eaft- India and Sruth- 
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of the Directors, Governors, Supercargoes, &c, 
of beides what may flip thro" their Fingers ſome- 
wo ! times, muſt make theſe Companies neglect all 
the Trades that will not yield extraordinary Profits to 
to defray them, which Trades private Merchants 
l. would be glad of, and turn to good account for 
al. themſelves and their Country, were they not de- 
heir barred by excluſive Charters, | 
the  <. The” £a/t-India and South-Sca Companies 
wwe, I buying at home by Directors, and ſelling abroad 
rs by Servants, who may have an eye to their own 
in or Friends Intereſt, and the Foundation of all be- 
rly; ing the Company's Money, they cannot naturally 
we be ſuppoſed to be fo induſtrious as thoſe who trade 
our only on their own Stocks; therefore Companies 


can never extend Trade like private Dealers, but 
E muſt decay where Interlopers are admitted, of 
E which our Ffricaz Company is a ſtrong Inſtance. 
6. What confirms the whole is the Prohibition 
of the Eaſt- India Company againſt their Servants 
carrying out Cloth, which would be needleſs, did 
they not know that their Servants can underſell 
them, for the Company wants not Money to ſup- 
| ply all the Cloth that can be vended with the uſual 
| Profit. In the Year 1741, a Seizure was made 
| in one of the Out-Ports of a large Quantity of 
| Cloth deſigned for India, belonging to one of the 
| Company's Servants, when at the ſame time, by 
| the Decay of our Woollen Trade, the_ Poor's 
Rates were at Bs. in the Pound in ſome of our 
Clothing Towns; from whence this Abſurdity 
aroſe, That whilſt our Clothicrs were ſtarving, the 
Exportation of Cloth was a contraband Trade. 
It is impoſſible to make any Inquiry into our 
Companies, without taking notice of their paſt 
Villainies, which, as they have been made ſuffici- 
ently publick, few can be ignorant of : therefore 
© bare mention of them is enough, ſuch as the 


fatal 
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fatal South-Sea Scheme, that ruined thouſands of 
Families. What need to mention former Direc. 
tors receiving Salaries from Companies, and, thy 
contrary to Law, being notwithſtanding concern. 
ed in the Offend Trade to India, whereby they 
were cutting the Throats of their Benefactors; 
the ſelling Goods by falſe Samples, and buying 
them for their private Accounts; carrying on pri- 
vate Trade contrary to Treaty, and bribing Ojji. 
rs to wink at them with the Company's Money, 
and charged to Account by the genteel Name of 
Preſents, ſubjecting thereby the Company's Ef. 
fects to Seizures, and their Country to perpetuz! 
Jars, The Rapaciouſneſs of Governors abroad, wh 
by engroſſing Goods, nay even the Neceſſaries cf 
Life, have oppreſs'd the People by arbitrar; 
Prices, and drove away our Trade. Svupercar- 
goes, cheating by falſe Invoices. Captains, quit. 
ting or loſing Ships, to defraud Inſurers and Bot- 
tomree- lenders: Are not theſe things written in 
the Books of their Chronicles? 

But the greateſt Miſchief of all is, that the Ho- 
neſty of the People hath been corrupted, by ha- 
ving preſented to their Eyes Roguery liguily 
puniſhed, if not triumphant. 

Theſe Companies prevent the Increaſe of out 
Navigation, | | 

By their excluſive Charters, debarring us from 
a Free Trade to 3 Parts of the known World 
The Dominions of the Grand Signior in Eurche, 
Afa, and Africa, are confined to the Turkey Com- 
pany. All South, and Part of North Ameri, 


Coaſt, is the Portion of the Soutrh-Sea Company. 


All the Coaſts of Africa, Aſia, from the Cate #| 
Cod Hope to Fapan, are the Lot of the E/i-lr-| 
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ports do they all trade to, and What a trifling 
Narigation do they all maintain? There are 
greater Numbers of Ship-Tonnage employed in 
the Trade to the free Port of Leghorn only, than 
all theſe three Companies employ in their Mono- 
polies to 4 Parts of the World, like the Fable of 
the Dog in the Manger, not eating themſelves, it 
| prexenting thiſe who would. | 


Second Monopoly. City and Corporation- 


* Charters. 
> Where Freemen exclude by Charter any of the 


1 


9. 


the ſame Trade from ſettling in their Towns, have 


they not a Monopoly againſt the reſt of the Inha- 


bitants? Cannot they impoſe extravagant Prices 


for their Goods on their Cuſtomers, and do they 
not do it? | 

Where no Journeyman but Freemen can work 

in Towns, have they not a Monopoly for Wages 

| $egainft their Maſters? Do not both theſe Caſes 

advance the firſt Coſt of Goods, to the Prejudice 


{of their Sale abroad, and account for Foreigners 


reckoning our Country ſo dear? 


If a Journeyman, not being a Freeman, gets 


into work in a City or Town-corporate, what an 


2 Outcry is there not made of a Foreigner's being 


* 
Mouths? How! can a free-born Briton be reckon— 
ed a Foreigner in any Part of Eis own Country ? 


> 
- 


come among them, to eat the Bread out of their 


What an Abſurdity is here! yet nevertheleſs true. 


Ean one Man eat the Bread out of another's Mouth 
| Fvithout being more induſtrious than he? Impoſ- 
| Flible, it muſt therefore be Idleneſs and Luxury 
they contend for, not Bread. 

tent 0i Þ 3 


This is one of the Reaſons why Foreigners 


flock to our Plantations, inſtead of ſettling here, 

0 fl- I. 

ber of going, and few coming to ſupply their Places, a 
Pos 


and by our Decay of Trade many of our own 
People go over to live there yearly ; ſo that many 


Scarcity 


t " 
1 
1 
1 


"af An Es88AY on the Cauſes of the 
great Damage of the Mother-Country. 


portation of Cattle, Butter, &c., from Ireland. 

This gives a Monopoly to a fewBreedingCoun. 
ties to impoſe upon the reſt of the People hich 
Prices for Cattle, Sc. to the Ruin of our Many. 


courſe, to raiſe his Wages ; is. greatly prejudici| 
alſo to our Navigation, for whatever enhances the 

Expences of a Ship, enhances its Freight, and 

gives Opportunity to Foreigners to victual cheaper 
in Ireland than we can do at home. 


to raiſe or keep up the Value of our Lands? 

To which I anſwer: That there is always a 
great Noiſe, made about encouraging this Home- 
_ Conſumption, by which is meant making Necel- 
faries bear a great Price, which can ariſe only from 
an improper Knowledge of. the true Nature of 
Trade, for this is ſo far from being beneficial, that 
it has juſt the contrary effect; certainly the lel> is 
conſumed within, the more will be left to expo; 
the cheaper things are, the more of them will be 
exported, and it is Exportation only that makes 
Nation rich. This Monopoly, with reſpect t.“ 
the People, is unjuſt, and the Benefit of it to 
the Land-holders only imaginary; as ſor inſtance, 
A hath a grazing Eſtate, to -raite the Ve. 
lue of which, all Cattle from Ireland are to be 
prohibited: A having the ſole Market, raiſes thc 
Prices of his Cattle vpon the reſt, of the Peofle, 
B, C, D, down.to Z, twenty-three in Numbe!, 
and their Pockets, are to he emptied only 10 fl 
his, a very equitable, Project indeed! But the 
| theſe People were as blind as Puppies, yet Ve: 
ceſſity, and the natural Courſe of things, will force 
them to retaliate upon him; for as a Monopoy 
| NT ra 


Ll 


© Third Monopoly. Laws to prevent the In. | 2 


factories, forces the Labourer to live dear, and of Þ 


But it will be objected to me, That this is done 


Searcity. of People will hereafter enſue, to the 4 
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raiſes the Price of Cattle, their Dearneſs raiſes 


the Price of Labour, dear Labour makes dear 
Goods; ſo that the Food, Clothing, Utenſils, La- 
bour, every thing 4 wants, comes dearer to him; 
an imaginary Value is given to every thing, fo that 
tho? A ſhould have more Rent for a time (which 
yet the Deciine of Foreign Trade muſt bring 
down afterwards) the Money he receives is of 
leſs Value, not going ſo far, or being able to pur- 
chaſe ſo much as when Goods bore their natural 
Value only; ſo that what he thinks he puts in 
with one Hand, 1s pulled out by the other; *tis 
all a Deceptio diss, ſetting People together by the 
Ears to prey upon one another, letting Foreigners 
in the mean while eat the Bread out of our Mouths; 
for a Nation that adds an artificial Value to its 
Commodities by Monopolies, cannot export them 


in ſuch Quantities to foreign Ports, where they 


are rivalled by thoſe that bear only their natural 
Value; and their Home-Conſumption will like- 
wie ſink in Price by the Nation's having leſs Mo- 
ney brought in by foreign Trade ; ſuch a two- 
edged Sword are Monopolies to Lands. Ever 
Home-commodity in a Free Trade will find its na- 
tural Value; for tho? that fluctuates, as of neceſ- 
lity it muſt, according to the Plentifulneſs or Scar- 
city of Seaſons, yet for the Home- conſumption, 
every Home-commodity muſt have great Advan- 
tages over the Foreign, as being upon the Spot, 
and free from Freight, Inſurance, Commiſſion, 
and Charges, which on the Produce of Lands, 
being all bulky Commodities, muſt in the gene- 
ral be about 15 per Cent. and a greater Advantage 
cannot be given without Prejudice; for 15 per 
Cent. makes a great difference in the Price of 
Neceſſaries, between the Nation ſelling and the 
Nation buying, and is a great Difficulty on the 
latter, but ariſing from the natural courſe of things, 
bh cannot 
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cannot be helped; tho' it's a ſufficient Secuity 
to the Land- holders, that Foreigners can never 
import more Neceſſaries than are abſolutely re. 
quired, and I preſume, in ſuch Caſes, they have 
more Charity than to ſtarve the People merely for 
an imaginary Profit, which yet would prove their 
Ruin in the End; for it is a Fallacy and an Ab- 
ſurdity to think to raife or keep up the Value of 
Lands by Oppreſſions on the Pcople that cramp 
their Trade; for if Trade declines, the common 
People muſt either come upon the Pariſh, or fly 
for Buſineſs to our Neighbours ; in the firſt Cale, 
they become a heavy Tax upon the Rich, and 
inſtead of buying the Produce of the Lands, muſt 
have it given them; and in the ſecond Caſe, when 
the Confumers are gone, what Price will the Pro- 
duce of Land bear? A ſmall Conſumption makes 


a ſmall Demand, and a ſmall Demand makes a 
ſmall Price for any Commodity; fo that when in 


Converſation the Wiſdom of our Laws is magni- 
fied to prevent the Importation of Cattle, ce. 


from Ireland, or Corn from any Nation, unleſs it 
firſt bears an immoderate Price here (as keeping 


up the Value of Lands) how would a Hollander or 
Frenchman {mile ! when he reflected, that in bi 
Country the Poor getting Proviſions from any 
Place where they can be had the cheapeſt, are 
thereby enabled to work at Prices the Engl, 
cannot live on, and by working cheaper work 
more, that is, run away with their Trade, their 
Money, and their Working-people, and when 
theſe are gone, we may as well give them the 
Land into the Bargain, for any Value it will be 
of: Beſides, the Value of our Land is at preſent 
but nomiaal ; to prove which, | 
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tn | It won't be ſuſpected to 
er be an under Computation to 


re- © reckon the Rental of Eng- | 

we | 43 land at 185 {, 20,000,000 
fr I be Exports and Freights 

ſeir | 4 at h | | 8,000,000 


\b- In Page 39, the Expences 
of | © of the People of England 


mp are computed at | 64,000,000 
y The general Amount of 

ale, : Taxes, and Part of their 

and 


Conſequences, is 115,289,373 


most I our Exports and Freights 
hen 1 make ; of the Expences of 
Pro- 


the People, they muſt be 
akes computed to pay + of the 
es 2 laſt Article, which makes 1,911,171 


en IN 1 | — — 

zoni- 1 Which being deducted, 

Sc. dhe Remainder is what falls | 

cſs it on Land. 15 13,378,204 
Pins | 3 

ler Of Mr. Lock, in his Confiderations, &c, Page 95, 
n bis We ſays, It is in vain, in a Country whoſe great Fund is 
| any Land, to hope to lay the public Charge of the Govern- 
, are 


ment on any thing elſe, there at laſt it will terminate. 


ingly Wo The Merchant (do what you can) will not bear it, the 
work Wt Labourer cannot, and therefore the Land-holder muſt. 
their if Foreign Trade will pay but , Land muſt pay 
when WW the remaining 7, which amounting to 13,378,204, 
n the end falling on a Rental of 20,000,000. is above 
Mo 35. in the Pound Tax upon all the Lands of 
reſe 


2 England; fo that Land with the preſent Taxes at 


7. per Acre, are equal, and the Land is more 
educed by our Taxes and Monopolies, than b 

gay poſſible Free Importation ; and this Prohibi- 
Yi G 2 | tion, 


Wy 205. per Acre, or without the . preſent Taxes at 
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tion, by us called a Remedy, is only a forwarding 
our general Decay of Trade, an conſequently 2 
our general Decay of Rents, which actually has. idle 
pened after paſſing this Prohibitoiy Law, as Niger by 
Coke informs us in his Treatiſe, That the Churcꝰ) % F 
and State of England are in equal Danger with the þ © 
Trade, publiſhed in 1671; in Page 64 his Words | 7 font 
are, That the Ends deſigned, by the Acts againſi the Þ © they 
Importation, of Iriſh Cattle, of raiſing the Rents of th | with 
Lands of England, are Jo far, from being attainid, Þ © 
that the contrary hath enſued. And here I wih a! part! 
Survey were taken; how many thouſand Farms are 4 for 1 
thrown up ſince this Act; how many thouſand Farm in tt 


hn A. Rb} * 
- n . ** = j 

Q 

> 


4 


are abated, ſome above 7, , others above 5, others o- Þ | tries 
bave ; Jome I know, which after two Years lin || And 
wvafte; are abated one half, nufa 
Fourth Monopoly. Laws to prevent the Im- © farie 


portation af moſt ſorts of Fiſh by Foreigners. imp 
This gives a Monopoly to our few Fiſhermen Þ dear 
and Fiſhmongers againſt our own People, and the 
Conſequence, is, that Fiſh, bears five times the 
Price at London that it does at Amſterdam, or more, 
great Quantities of Fih being thrown away by 
our Dealers to keep up extravagant Prices, to thc 
great Grievance. of our induſtrious Poor. And it 
has prevented our gaining the Scotch Fiſhery, by 
baniſhing from our Coaſts. the Dutch Fiſhermen, 
-who: Vould in time have ſettled with us, our os Fore 
Country being better than Holland; notl ing bit any! 
Naxes and Monopolies can keepthem away; for wio lies x 
would pay heavy Takes to live in a/had-Country, make 
when he could live free and untaxed in a gad tunit: 
one This Obſtruction hath enabled the Hrerch t groff 
commence Fiſhermen on our Coaſts, who: e. Quan 
play already a gfeat Number of Veſſels; hots Shipf 
dangerous this may in time proves: I leave e 7 WE Price 
honeſb Hugliſiman to judge, And what a me an. till tl 
choly Figure da we make; ſurrounded by Fier EF 
| J 
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* yet ſo bound down by Taxes, Monopolies, &c, 


that we cannot undertake them, but fit tamely 
idle, and-ſee Foreigners warming upon our Coaſts, 
and carrying away our'Riches! [7:28 

Fifth Monopoly. The Navigation AC, 

Altho' this: Act is beneficial to us under our pre- 
ſent Diſeaſes in Trade, but would be needleſs were 
they perfectly remedied, yet is it even now not 
without its Inconveniencies: For a Law that con- 
lines, in any degree, our Imports or Exports to 
particular Ships or Men, gives a Monopoly to thoſe 
for whoſe Benefit the Reſtraint is framed, which 
in this Caſe is either the Navigation of the Coun - 
tries whole Crowths we: import, or elſe our own. 
And this Monopoly is very prejudicial "to our Ma- 
nufactures; for it is enacting that ſeveral Neceſ- 
farles and Materials of Mamtacture ſhall not be 
imported by the - cheapeſt Navigation, but by a 
dear one, and f courſe that they Malt pay dear 
Freights, Which muſt raiſe their Price; and if the 

lanufacturer buys his Materials: dear, he mult 
fell his Manufacture in proportions: Beſides it is 
enacted, that theſe Neceſſaries, Sc. thall not be 


brought from any Country but the Place of 


Growth, or moſt convenient uſual Ports of Ship- 
ping; which gives a Monqpoly to Foreigners, and 
to our Merchants, againſt our on People; for 
Foreigners will always know our Neceſſity for 
any Sort of Goods, and if our ſole Depondence 
lies upon any one Nation, they will not: fail to 


ouniry, make us pay for it. Beſides, this gices Oppor- 

2 gaad tunity and Security to our Merchants for En- 

recht) grofling c becaufe, if they import or buy up large 

ho ein- Quantities of Commodities at the uſual Times of 

5; ho Shipping, they are ſecüred in what extravagant 

e e ei Prices they think proper to inpoſe on our People i 

me an. till that Time returns, all foreign Nations Who 1 

icheries, , have laid up Stocks Being exeluded our Market, | 
2 = C3 tho? 9 
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tho? they could afford them ever ſo cheap. Ae. 
cordingly, the Author of the Britannia Languens, 
Page 65, informs us, That the Danes, zaking the 
Advantage of this Af, raiſed their Prices and Cuſtoms 
upon us for Pitch, Tar, and Timber, near double; and 
the Leiflanders the ſame for Hemp and Flax. And 
in Page 68 he ſays, That the excluding great Num. 
bers of foreign Ships from our Ports, muſt hinder the 
vending of great Proportions of our Beef, Park, Corn, 
Beer, Clothing, and other Neceſſaries. And Page 69, 
The Dutch allow free Commerce to all Foreigners and 
their Ships. Now as this Act makes our Naviga- 
tion dear, it for that reaſon deprives us of the 
Fiſhing-Trade, the great Nurſery of Seamen, 
which cannot be carried on but by a cheap Navi. 
gation to vie with the Dutch and French, in which 
we make no Progreſs worth ſpeaking of: There- 
fore, in this Caſe, this Act has deprived us of 
Seamen, inſtead of increaſing them; and the Ac- 
quiſition of foreign Seamen, in any degree, being 
prevented by this Act, gives a Monopoly to our 
own Sailors, by which means in War-time, or 
any Spurt of Trade, they exact near double the 
Wages that foreign Seamen are content with ; 
which oppreſſes our Merchants, brings our Goods 
dear to all Markets, giving foreign Manufacturers 
a great Advantage againſt our own, and our Sailors 
lying hid in order to get greater Wages by their 
Monopoly in the Merchants Service, is one, a- 
mongſt other Reaſons, of the Difficulties we find 
in manning the King's Ships. Roger Coke, in his 
Diſcourſe on Trade, publiſhed. in 1670, Page 27, 
ſays, Tha. two Years after the Rump making ibis 
Law, the Building of Ships became ; Penny dcarer, 
and Seamens Wages fo exceſſive, that we bave whl.y 
boft the Trades to Muſcovy and Greenland therevy. 
Sixth Monopoly. Laws to prevent the Expotte 
ing Woolien Manufactures from Ireland. _ 
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After the fear that the Value of our Lands ſhould 
be leſſened by the Improvement of /re/and, had 
produced a deſtructive Prohibition of I Cat- 
tle, as has been. proved already : The People 
of that Country being neceſſitated to find out ſome 


other Employment for their Lands, turned their 
Thoughts to the breeding of Sheep and raifing a 


Growth of Wool, no ſooner was this effected, 
but a Prohibition enſued on our Part to Export ths 
Manufactures made of that Wool. This Prohi- 
bition on the [ri/þ hath ruined the Woollen-Trade 
of Pritam, and raiſed that of France, for unleſs 
the Irih are ſuffered to export Woollen Goods, 
they mult fell their raw Wool to the beſt Bidder, 


and that is Fance; one Pack of Iriſb Wool works. 


up two Packs or more of French Wool, which is 
double the Damage to Britain, that the opening 
the Exports of Woollen Goods from Hfreland 
would be; and Farce by leſſening her Taxcs ſince 
the laſt War, enabling thereby her People to work 
cheap, could afford to give large Prices for Ir: 
Wool, and became the thief Market for it, have-- 
ing thereby raifed for Exportation an immenſe 
cheap ſaleable Manufacture, which their own Wool 


was not capable of doing; as this increaſed, that 


of Britain, declined, and tho' they are now in- 
orealing and we declining, yet. {till this Ecar, or 
rather Infatuation, about the Value of. our Lands, 
makes us perſiſt in a Prohibition that not only 
hurts the JrjÞ, mins. ourſelves, but enriches the 


French for as the Caſe now ſtands, either Ireland 
or France muſt have the Woollen Manufacture; 
= Britain by reaſon of its heavy Taxes. and Mono- 
polies that make Labour dear, being out of the 


Queſtion. The i 


% export clandeſtinely ſome 


F Camblets to Liſbon and underſell the French, there- 
EY fore the Iriſh can recover the Woollen- Trade out- 


of. their Hands; and ſhall. we. compliment the 
| C.4: 


French 
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Branch with a Trade that we deny our own Sub. 100 
jects? Nay, one Third of what reland gets cen 1 
ters here at laſt; and ſhall we refuſe ſuch a Sum Aus 
which the 77 "would Jnatch . from, our Enemies | ne 
and preſent to us? | Pes 
517 fſuece 

ITT. - Of lll huge 1. Laws. _ . Ju 
The Laws which give a Bounty on exported | | the 
Corn, Fiſh, and Fleſh, are very prejudicial to our Þ © mn 
Manufactories, , for Wages depending on the high Þ + <..6 
or low Price, Corn, Fiſh, and Fleſh bear, the | of 
Bounties on, their Exportation ſerve only to feed Þ a 
Foreigners cheaper than our own People to mn | 
away with our Trade: The Pretence of encourag- I „ 
ing Tillage by a Bounty on Corn can have no Þ | p,.; 
Weight now, ſince our great Im . in .,.- 
Huſbandry, 6. much leſs if we erecte Magazines of Þ 47 
tt in every County, againſt times of Scarcity; 1 745 
Fargigners, never buy Proviſions. till they wait en 
ther, and then. they muſt have them whether we pril 
give | ounties or no-. The Britiſb Merchant, Vo. | ib 
II. p. 247: ſays, Aube were, to became a Province Fo Gt 
to France, we ſhould. be ebliged to give a Bointy m . 00 
22 as We do en o Corn, that France. might bav oor t 
It cheaper than gur People. And in p. 900. De con- ct 
But: the Vaige of the Manufacture 1 h IHaoll N to d 
5, In general, at three times the Value of the Wai. Þ greetz 
Wb 15 appeal to all Men of Senſe, whether it be mei 


8 198 more. prejudicial i in this Caſe, to feed not 
he Workman cheaper, than to fell cheaper the of 


ate 51 Manufacture being as three to one on 
in our Woolle Trade only, a Bounty on expor- WY 
2 Wool, , tho? abſy rd ; and deſtruftive, ſtops there; und 
ut Bounties on F e Corn, Fiſh, and Fleſh, but 
fir x o feed the, 7ench.cheaper than our own Peo- bye 
ple, > WY run away; not only with our Woollen, but fact 
alſo. our Silk, Linen, and Iron Menufactures; e ble 


very thing we can undertake, all Trade, all Navi- 
8 gation: 
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gation : Is not this Conduct more abſurd, more 


deſtructive, could we have acted more ſervily had 
we become à Province to France, or rather is not 


this the way to make us ſo? All Attempts to con- 


fine our Wool at Home muſt prove vain until our 
People are eaſed of Taxes, Monopolies, and III- 
iudged Laws, equally with or beyond Foreigners ; 


for while the French can underwork us ſo much 
ny can afford to give vaſt Prices for our Wool, 


and what effect any Prohibition will have againſt 
vaſt Profits, the Reader may judge.. ThePenalty 


of Death hinders not Bullion from being brought 


away from $pain and Portugal. Sir F. Child re- 


marks upon this Subject of our Wool, in his Tra 
en Trade, p. 157. That they that can give the bgt 
Price for à Commodity ſhall never fail to have it by 


one Means or other, nitwith/landing the Oppoſition of 
any Laws, or Inter paſitiun of any Power by Sea or 
Land; f ſuch Force, Subtilty, and Violence is the 
gentral Courſe cf Trade. It feems ſomething ſur- 


priſing, that in ſuch ſmall Countries as the Britiſh 


andi there ſhould be ever ſuppoſed to grow ſuffici- 


eat Quantities of Wool, and that of peculiar Sorts. 


too, to glut all the World with their Manufactures, 
or that it ſhould be. thought a reaſonable Anſwer: 
to the Queſtion ; How comes our Woollen:Trade 
to decay? to ſay, The Quantities made are too 
gent for the Confumption, did we not frequently 
meet with it in Converfation. Theſe Iflands are 
not the 350th Part of the computed' Superficies 
of the Whole Earth; to think that one Part with 
only what it can ſpare from its gwn Conſumption, 
ſhould de able to overſock with 4 Commodity 
univerfally* necetfary 349 other Parts, is ſtrange ; 
bot the Solution of the Myſtery Is this; that we 


dy our Taxes and Monopolies cannot gibe theManu- 


future the. Vent it fotmerly lad, or ig now capa- 
ble of, for the Material is fo far from: being a Drug 
. that 
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that Foreigners give any Price for it, and we are 
forced to attempt the preventing its Exportation by 
ſevere Penal Laws; it is therefore the Manufacture, 
that being raiſed to an extravagant Price by Taxcy 
and Laws, which make Proviſions dearer to our 
own People than to Foreigners, we cannot give 
Ventto near home, and are deprived doing of it jn 
the remote Trades to 4 Parts of the World by our 
Monopoliling Companies, whereby great Quan- 
tities of Woollen Goods being crowded for Sale 
into a few Ports, become conſequently deſpiſed 
and undervalued; whereas, were our Trade quite 
free, we ſhould ſend but ſmall Quantities of Wool. 
lens to the reſpective numerous Ports we then 
traded to, which would naturally increaſe their 


Price, for being the beſt manufactured, as they 


grew ſcarce.they would become eſteemed and de. 
manded, 'infomuch;that we might be-obliged to 
import Wools ourſelves to anſwer the Demand; 
it is our ill Management af our Trade and that 
only, which enables Foreigners to deprive us eren 
of our natural Advantages, of which our Wool. 
len-Trade is ones | | 

Our Laws relating ta our Poor are a vaſt En- 
couragement to Idleneſs. 


* y 


By obliging Pariſhes to maintain their own Poor, 


we intitle them to a certain Maintenance whether 


they deſerve it or no, ſo that when Proviſions are 


cheap they won't work above half the Week, but 
ſot or idle away half their Time, laying nothing 
up for Sickneſs or old Age, becauſe the Pariſh mult 

rovide for them then ; this is one of the Reaſons 
why the Wages of our Servants and Labourers 
are ſo exceſſive high, becauſe our Laws provid- 
ing for the Idle, none will work without being 
extravagantly paid; whereas had they nothing to 
depend upon but their Induſtry, or the Character 
of it to recommend them to the Charitable in their 

3 Misfortunes, 
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Misfortunes, they would be glad of conſtant Work 
at moderate Prices, to ſupport themſelves, be- 


more Frugal to make a Reſerve againſt times of 


Adverſity, and more ſtudious to deſerve that Re-- 
lief they might want. 12115 | 
Beſides, theſe Laws are vaſtly unjuſt,. for the 
Poors Rates being very high, are a heavy Tax 
on the Induſtrious to maintain the Idle, and as 
every poſitive Tax muſt raiſe the Prices of La- 
bour and Goods, the Induſtrious are thereby ſtill 
more oppreſt; and the Sale of our Goods hindered 
Abroad,” for our Labour is grown ſo exceſſively 
Dear, that we loſe all Trades Where Foreigners 
come in Competition with us. 
Idleneſs is ſtill more encouraged by the Defects 
of our Laws againft Vagabond, a free People 
are always brave, and the Brave always Com- 
paſſionate,” which being a diſtinguiſting Character 
of 6ur People, they are eaſily impoſed on by the 
leaſt Appearance of Diſtreſs, ſo that ſome Beggars 
who can counterfeit Miſery well; get more Money 
in a Day than many diligent Labobrers, to the 
great Diſcouragement of the Induſtrious, who ſee 
Idlenefs' fo well rewarded; whereby our Roads 
and Streets ſwarm with Beggars, all the Diſtur- 
bance tHey- meet with, being now and then turned 
by a Beadle out'of his Parish into the next, which 
is only Thifting the Evil from one Door to ano- 
ther, but Works no Reformation. Andif an En- 
quiry could be made into the manner that our 
Poor now ſpend thoſe Alms they receive from 
their Pariſhes} T believe the grèateſt Part thereof 
would appear to be ſquander'd away in Drams, 
and that the bulk of them dre maintained only to- 
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The ſuffering People to fine for Pariſh-Offices 


Li is one of the gteateſt Defects in theſe Laws, for 


tne better Sort of Houſekeepers paying to fave” 
themſelves- 
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themſelves the Trouble of putting our Laws in 
force, the Execution of them is left to the in. 
ferior, who have not time to ſpare from their 
Callings to do it well; who are too often tempted 
to ſquander away the Money raiſed for the Poor 
in feaſting, or turn it to their Profit by furnithing 

Workhouſes with Neceſſaries at extrvagant Prices: 
whereby the Pariſhioners are Eres; and the 

Pariſhes brought into Pebt. 

It is a common ' Saying, that our Laws are 
good, but ill executed; to which 1 anſwer, That 
a Law not executed is worſe than no Law at all, 
therefore cannot be good; for the -weaknels of a 
Law appearing by its being evaded, makes the 
People have a mean Opinion of the Wiſdom of 
the Legiſlature, and brings a Contempt on our 
Laws in general, therefore muſt be bad. A Law 
that by its Rewards or Puniſhments does not en- 
force Obedience to its Commands, is in effect no 
Law * all, and” ace has no Effect does no 
good. — 

Obel fx and ſettle he Proportion be- 
been gur Pele and e een are my Pets 
dicial. 

For as che Metals theniſchr es wary ham in Value 


weekly us. the Proportion changes abroad, one or 


other of bur Coins, muſt be carried away with 
lofs to the Natien, as the Caſe is now with our 
Silver Ceins“; as for example: A Pound of Stan- 
dard Sileer! is coined into 62:5, ſo that one Pound 
and r thereof make 63 s. and Exchanges for 
three Gülnease By Caftaing's Paper of Februar 
3, 1740 Standard Silver was at 5s. 7 2 per Ounce, 
which makes! for one Pound and i 68 5. 7 d. 77 
being above 54. 74. % more than the Currency ; 


almoſt nine per Cent. loſs to us, and gain to 


Foreigners who carry away Our Siver Coin: Cal 


we wonder at the ſcarcity of it when we make it 
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* fo profitable an Article to be carried away ? Mr. 


Licke obſerves in his Gonſtderations,, &c. Page 167, 
If your dow fet it, i. e. the Proportion of Gold 10 
Siber at 15, avhen it is at the FL ve Market Rate in 


the neiolbouring Countries as 16 10 1. Will they not 


ſend hitlur their Siluen to fetch away your Gold at -*; 


3 Js to you? Or i, po will keep its Rate to Silver as 


15 79.4, when in Holland, France, and Spain, its 
Market Value is but 14. Will they not ſend hither 
their Gold and fetch your- Silver at r leſs to you ® 
This is unavoidable i you will make Honey of bath Gold 
and Silver: dt the fame time, and jet. Rates upon them 
by Law in reſpect of one another. 

And here it may not be improper to obſerve, 
that our expenſive, Law - Suits are deſtructive to 
Trade, making Traders often ſubmit to Impoſi- 
tions rathet than ſeek a Remedy, that by its Ex- 
pence often proves worſe than the Piſeaſc; or where 
juſtice is uncertain tobe obtained through the Un- 
ſeufulneſs of the Courts of Law, which feldom 


| fully comprehend the Intricacy of Mercantile 


Diſputes and Accounts. The Counſel confels it 
in open Court, and often perplex a Cauſe by their 


| Ignorance which they ſhould clear up by their 
Knowledge; and many times the judge in ſum- 
ming up the Bridence;| will ſay to the jury that 
the Diſpute is a Matter of Trade which 1 don't 
| underſtand and you do; and many Cauſes have by 
| cautious Judges: been recommended to be left to 
| the Reference: of ſome of the Jury, ending at a 
| great Expence what might have been done without 
any worth, mentioning... It would be juſt as rea- 
bonable for Lawyers to conſult Merchants in Points 
| of Law, as Merchants them in Points of Trade, 
| Caſes in which they are equally ignorant: Be- 
| lides, to what a vaſt Expence are not Creditors 


put in taking out Commiſſions againſt Bankrupts, 
which of all Caſes ſhould be attended with the 
lealt, and where Loſſes are already but too bad, 
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is it not barbarous to make them worſe by a heavy 
Expence? For the reſt, the Reader is referred ty 
Sir 79/ah Childs Diſcourſe on Trade, Page 141, 
where this Subject is finely treated on; 

I ſhall now attempt to ſhew in ſome Degree, 
the Amount of our Monopolies and Ill-judped 
Laws, Dn PR odd ILL 2.1 | 

Tho? it be above my Capacity to point out ex- 
attly the Advance in the Prices of our Goods, oc- 
caſion'd by each ſeparate Monopoly or ill-judged 
Law, that ruins-Trade, or to fix the utmoſt de- 
gree that our Taxcs joined to them carry the arti. 
ficial Value to; yet an Attempt at ſome Amount, 


ſufficient for our Purpoſe, may be made. As our 


Woollen-Trade is our greateſt Concern, the Ex- 
ample ſhall be drawn-from that. 

De Wit in his Memoirs, Page 57. ſays, That the 
making a Piece of Cloth in Holland cos 70 Livres, 


of which the IVortmen pay 20 for Taxes. That 


Work then untaxed would be only 50 Livres, and 
20 Livres charged on 50, is juſt 40 per Cent. Tax 
on Labour: The Dutch Taxes have been conſi- 
derably raifed ſince De Vit's time to ſupport two 
French Wars, which may amount to as much again 
for aught I know, but to make the Calculation 
appear the fairer by being moderate, I ſhall fup- 


poſe the Increaſe only at 10 per Cent. making in 


all 50 per Cent. Tax on Dutch Labour. 
Engliſb Wool ſmuggled to Foreigners, fells at 
above 50 per Cent. Advance on the Engliſb Price; 


they find it anſwers as well or better than any 


other Foreign Wools they import, other wiſe they 
would not covet it ſo much as they do, or we mike 
ſevere Laws in vain to prevent their having it. 
In the Obſervations on Britiſh Mool, p. 53, the 
Author ſuppoſes the Value of a Pack of Engliſh Conb: 
ing-wool, at 61, The Weight of a Pack of Wool 
being 240 Pounds, is juſt 64. per Pound. In P 
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is 10J. 10s. a Pack, and juſt 75 per Cent. Advance 


on the Englih Price; which will not be thought 


extraordinary, when a Survey is taken of the Pe- 


nalties the Smugglers incur by our Laws, if de- 


| tected, (beſides the Charges of Shipping, Ec.) 


for 


By the gth-and 10th of W liam III. Weol found. 
carrying towards the Sea in Kent and Suſſex, unl ſs 


entered, and Security given, is forfeited, with 3s. 
per Pound Penalty. | 
By the 9th and 10th of William III. Wool Laden 


en any Ship for Exportation, unleſs entered and Se- 
| curily given, is forfeited, with 38. per Pound Pe- 


E nalty.. © | 


By the 12th of Charles II. Maſter and Mariners 


j knnumg. thereof, and aſſiſting, to forfeit all their 
| Goods and Chattels, and ſuffer three Months Impriſon- 
Nennt. $77) | | = 

B the th and 8th of William III. Perſons afſi-. 
| img in tbe Exportation, to ſuffer three Months Impri- 
| ſoument,, without Bail or Mainprize. 


By Ditto, The Inhabitants of a Place out of, or 


| thre which the Noel is carried or exported, are 
1 forfeit 201. if the Goods be under the Value of 


| 101. but if above, treble the Value, and treble Coſts | 
: of Suit. 


By Ditto, To be recovered by Action againſl the 


| Uuners and their Aſſiſtants.” 


By the 5th of George II. Wil ſeized on board any 


el without Cocket, or Warrant, the V el, her Guns, 


=: : : : 
* ackle and Furniture to be forfeited. 


By the 4th of George I. Perſons not paying the 


| Sum recovered in three Months, the Court may order 
| Tranſportation for ſeven Years, as for Feiony. 


The 
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| 2 23 he ſays, The Price of Engliſh and Iriſh Combing- 
| 0000 at Abbeville was (about the Year 1738) at 
Iod. and 10+ Sterling the Pound; which laſt Price 
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The Dutch have intirely beat us out of the Trade 
to Portugal in the midling Sorts of Cloths, be. 


8 8 and 115. per Yard; and I appeal to our - 


Clothiers if the mixt Cloths made for Exportation, 
between thoſe Prices, are not reduced to a mers 
Trifle in Quantity, to what they were formeilh; 

or rather, if hardly any be made. A Dutch Cloth 
then may be fairly computed to have 50 per Cn, 
Advance upon it in the Price of its Wool and 
Taxes on its Labour, and yet comes cheaper to x 
foreign Market than an En gliſb one; the latter 

muſt have a fictitious Value of above that Suu 
upon it, and as 1 per Cent. is fufficient to turn the 
Scale of a Trade that is in A quilibrio, I ſhall com- 

pute the fictitious Value of pet aug Cloth but 
at 5 I per” on. | 


In Page 20 the Amount of our 


Taxes on the. Expenoes. of our Peo- 31 227 Can. 
ple is above „ 
Therefore the Moniopolite”s and) 

Ill judged Laws that aftec t this Gloth 20 per Cen. 


may de am WL 
2 Fogether- 31 por oy, 

A Bade oft Enchf Cloths now coſting © '£ 200 

Has included in that Price an Artificial) 
Value ariſing from Jaxes, Moncpolies, “ 5 
and W-judged Laws, with their Conſe. “ 5 
dane Las above. E A) 


Which being ſübſtracted hes Sataral) * 
Value of a Bale of ' Cloths, if freed from 9 
Taxes, Ce. would b be on; e 
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value added to, our Goods, at a low Compu- 


0 our | (atio 1 


Beſides the Prejudice done to Trade by this Ar- 


© tificial Value we give our Goods, tt likewiſe wea- 
bens and diſtreſſes the Government, which is 


forced to raiſe above double the Sums neceſſary on 


© the People for every Piece of Service, whereby 
Mormurs and Diſcontents ariſe, the People grow 


ſooner impoveriſhed and unable to raiſe the Sup- 
plies ; for above half the Value of every thing 
we want being fictitious, we are forced to raiſe the 
ſame Money to maintain 112,500 Men, as the French 


| 41 to maintain 300,000, as appears by the Britiſb 


Merchant, Vol. 1. Page 7. and if the ſame dif- 


| ference of Expence holds in the Fleets, that 


ſngle Conſideration ſhould, I think, open our 
Eyes to make our Security greater, by throwing 


| ont all Qitious Value from our Labour and Goods; 
to be able to cope with theſe our only dangerous 
Enemies on more equal Terms. ON 


IV. Our large National Debt. 
This is fraught with many Inconveniences. 
Firſt, It has ruined our Trade, by ſerving for 


2 Pretence to continue theſe Taxes on Commodi- 
| tics, the deſtructive Conſequences of which to 
Trade I have before proved. 


« 
” " . 


S$ccondy, It deſtroys private Credit: The Annals 


Europe for the Year 1739; Page 444, juſtly re- 
| mark, That theſe Funds firſt drew out of private 
Hands moſt. of that Money which ſpould, and ather - 
wiſe would have been lent to our MerchantsandTradeſ- 


men; this made it arfficult for ſuch to borrow any 
Money upon Perſonal Security, and this Difficulty ſoon 
made it unſafe to lend Money upon ſuch Security, which 


of courſe deftroyed all private Credit, and greatly in- 


777 . 
jur d our Trade in general. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, It encourages Idleneſs; for ſeveral Peg. 
ple making from 3 to 4 per Cent. of their Money 


ſleeping, are mere Drones in the Hive, improving 
2 b 


no Land, nor extending any Trade. 

Fourthly, It encourages Luxury; i4!enefs is the 
Mother of Vice, and a mere Stochnolder beine. 
the idleſt Perſon vpoa Earth, has not! ing to ody 
but how to kill Time by Vanities and Luxuries, 
in which this Nation has of late Days made a 
great Proficiency. | 

Frfthly, It waſtes the Body-potitick ; for a great 
Part of our National Debt computed by ſome a 
12 Millions) belonging to Foreigners not reſiding 
here, but whole Intereit is remitted abroad, they 
are in the fame State, with reſpect to the Nation 
as Landholders Abſentees, thoſe Cankers to the 
Riches of a Country, ſuppoiing the Intereſt re- 
mitted abroad.to Foreigners to be only 400,000/. 
per Annum. 

If our Trade prove but a little beneficial, ſo 
large a Sum going yearly will certainly keep us 
poor. | 

If our, Trade brings us in neither Profitor Lok, 
and the current Cath of the Nation is 12 Nil. 
lions, the Intereſt. paid Foreigners in 30 Yeats 
will run away with it all. 

But if the general Balance of our Trade comes 
to be againſt us, the ſending abroad yealy honey 
to pay that Balance, join ed to the above 400,000/, 


per Annum Intereſt, muſt bring Deſtruction upon 
So fine a Situation have | 


us like a Whirlwind, 
our Debts brought us to.! 


Tocochulle this firſt Head. ; | 


The Foreign Trade of every Country muſt de- 
cline. 3 


That lays unequal Taxes and opprellive Exciſes 


on its People. 
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Cramps its Trade, the Fountain of Riches, by 


high Cuſtoms and Prohibitions. 


Suffers many Monopolies. 
Oppreſſes its People by prohiviting the Impor- 
tation of Victuals, under the Pretence of railing; 


| the Value of its Lands. 


Gives Bountics to feed Foreigners cheaper than. 


its own People. 


Encourages Idleneſs by bad Laws relating ta its 
Poor, 
Tempts Foreigners to carry away its Coin for 


leſs than its intrinſic Value. 


Makes the obtaining Juſtice chargeable, 

Suffers a heavy National Debt, contracted in 
time of War, to continue unpaid in time of Peace. 

Theſe are the Cauſes of the Decline of our, 


Foreign Trade, which having made appear, they 
naturally lead us to treat. | 


„„ 
The Reaſons why the Decline of Foreign 


Trade ſinks the Value of Land. 


Firſt, By ſinking the Markets at home; for the 


Þ Produce of Land being rendered exceſſively dear, 
by the Cauſes before mentioned, Foreigners will 
not take its Superfuities ; and Labour being by 
| the ſame Cauſes rendered exceſſively dear too, 
de cannot manufacture or improve that Produce, 
Nations that can ſupply. cheaper overſtocking; the 
Markets abroad; ſo that the Produce of the 
Lends not being carried off as uſual, muſt be- 
| come a dead Stock on the Farmers Hands, and 
; cauſe. great Quantities, to be crowded into, the- 
Markets, where being Encouragement but for 


few Buyers, the Price naturally falls; as for in- 
tance, the declining Demand for our Woollen 
| Goods abroad, falls the Price of Wool now. at 

10me, | Suppole 


— — — — — TI : IT — - —— — 
n * 4. r = = "oat TE Wo HS. og 
- — — = - —— — 

8 5 = — —— — — 

= wy - - — — — ſ —— — 5 — 

— 

* - 4 * A 1 — —_ a * 

— — — = — — = — 

— - 2 — * — — —— AI 7 — w — * 
2 — : L Ty - * I = ES ; "264 = 

— 9 © — * 2 — 
* - ay q 
— 2 = 


4 
AY | 
7 
Wil 
I 
45 
6 
4 
3 
17 
442 
8 77 I 
1 
i 


68 -An Essav on the Cauſes of the 


Suppoſe that in 1699 we exported ) 
to Turkey 40,000 Cloths, the Value of © 7 80,00, 
Raw Wool in each being 2. amounts to ) ; 
- Suppoſe that in 1738 we exported 
to Turtey 8,000 Cloths, the Value of 
Raw Wool in each being 1], 105. a- { 194909 
mounts to N cs | 


; Wom part — — — 


The difference of the Value of), 68.85 
Wool exported in thoſe two Years, 14 2 


Wook of this Value, lying yearly on hand, 
muſt make a Glut; 'the Farmers puſh to fell at 
Market, but in vain, unleſs at under Prices : for 
the Wool-ftaplers, finding the Demand decreaſe, 
decreaſe in Number themſelves; ſome break, 
{ome leave off Trade, ſome take to other Trades; 
for many Sellers with 'great Stocks on hand, 
and few Buyers, naturally fall the Markets, and 
the Landlords pteſſing the Tenants for Rent, and 
threatning to ſeize if Payments are not made, 
the Wool muſt be fold at any rate to raiſe Mo- 
ney; and there being yearly 68,000], leſs Mo- 
ney brought into the Nation to be laid out in 
Wool than in former times, the Price muſt be 
ſtill lower on that account; the lower the Pro- 
duce, ſells, the leſs Rent the Farmer can give 
for Land; the worſe the Markets, the greater 
Arrears of Rent the Farmer runs into; and 
Taxes, Monopolies, Sc. making Labour and 
Neceſſaries grow. dearer, and the Decay of Fo. 
reign Trade making the Wool fell cheaper, mult 
break him in the end, and then the Farm 13 
thrown on the Landlord's Hands, who, unvil— 
ling to fall the Rent, keeps it in the Manage. 
ment of Stewards or Bailiffs, whoſe Profit and 
Charges ſeldom make it pay the old Rent, but 
generally ends in mortgaing the Land, or ſelling 
5 it; 
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it; and as rele Caſes grow more frequent, more 

By e will be at Market, and conſequently the 

leſs Prices they Will fetch. 

S ͤccondiy, By increaling the Number of the Poor 

to burden the Land. 

2,000 The poor, wanting Emplo ment, muſt be fu . 
ported by the Land; if give N. 

Work, they give them Bread; but when Trade 

act maintain them, Land: mult, wide p. 7. 


5,000 


— — 


8,000 hen the Poor's Rates are heavier than the 
| Tenant can bear, the Landlord muſt pay them 
band, either by Allowance in the Rent, or by taking 
elle the Farm into his own Hands; or elſe by the 
+ for breaking of his Tenant, who has paid that Mo- 
reale, WW ney to the Poor's Rates his Landlord ſhould have 
break : received... | 
rades: Suppoſe 1 in 1699 the Labour | 
band, of the above 40,000 Cloths to ( 40,000 people 
;, ! have given Employment . 
+ 1 Suppoſe in 1738 the Labour of) 
mac, i the above 8,000 Cloths to have & 8,000 People 
e Mo. given Employment to | 
5 Mo- eee be a — 
out in The Difference 3 18 74 7s 32,090 People 
wit be 
e pro. Suppoſe theſe 32, 000 People to). 0 
n vie i 10 keinen. their Labour former- TR” | 
crexcer I . from Foreigners 61. per Annum ( 
* an each, it amounts to J 
ar nd But, wanting Employment, they Y 
of Fo. WI £298 on the Pariſh at 15. 6d. per 855 ö 
muſt Week each, FAG for one Year h 124,800 
arm is Mounts 4 1 
unwil- 7 — — — 
[anage- Toe Difference t to the Landiotde} 5] 
fit and in one Year 1 1s, 3h £3 37 6 806 | 
nt, but 5 | | 
"ting For ; 
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50 An Ess av on the Cauſes of the 

For as the Land, by the Decay of Foreign 
Trade, receives not the firſt Sum, and is by the 
ſame Cauſe ſaddled with the latter, it makes an 
annual Difference of the above two Sums to the 
Landholders in this ſingle Branch of Labour; 
and is the ſame in proportion for all other decay: 
ed Branches of Trade. 

Thirdly, By decreaſing the Stock of People, 

For as Employment leſſens, the moſt Induſtu. 
ous, rather than ſtarve here, will fly to other 
Countries where Trade can maintain them; 5 
the Conſumption of Theſe being taken away, 
the Demand at Market muſt grow leſs, and of 
courſe Rents muſt fall; yet the Farmers Charges 
muſt grow greater: for the fewer Hands, the 
higher Wages are; this muſt break him in the 
end, and produce all the Confequences following 
that Misfoftune, mentioned in the firſt Remark; 
Beſides, *tis Men that trade, and bring in Money, 
therefore the fewer they are, the leſs Money 
will be brought in; and the leſs Money, t he lc 
Rent can be given Fand 

Fourthly,” By decreaſing our Riches. 

This is a Conſequence of che above three Re- 
marks; for having fewer Goods capable of be. 


ing exported by reaſon of their dear Price, an 
our Manufactures declining muſt in time be loft 
therefore the Importation of foreign Goods mil 
naturally increaſe, and more Money go out i 


pay for them. 


I have laid it 1 as a Maxim in Page 1, 


That Nations which have nw Mines of Cold 5 We 


der, have no Means to get them but by Foreign Tri, 


and according to the Degree of theſe Metal; they pol. 
Ieh, the Prices of their Commodities, and therew!! 


the Value of their Lands, riſe and fall in propurtiu 


Which I ſhall now prove. 
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The Britannia Languens Page 12, ſays, If there 


MW... 3. cool, in England, an Os could hardly be 
107 a Penny; therefore the Rent muſt bear its 
| Proportion to the Riches. This appears by 


Maitland's Hiſtory of London; for he ſays, that in 


ö the Year of 961 Land ſold at 18. per Acre. The 
| Reaſon that Land then bore ſo low a Price, was, 
| the low Price the Produce fold at; for he ſays that 


in the Year 1000, an Ox ſold for 28. 6d. a Cow 
Fr 25. 4 Sheep for Is. and a Swine for 8 d. 


Ibis could be only owing to the little Foreign 
Trade the Nation then had, and conſequently to 
the little Quantity of Gold and Silver Trade had 
wen brought in. 

But if it ſhould be aſked, What is the Reaſon 
at at preſent all things are naturally ſo much 
adranced in Price, to what they were in thoſe 


Deys? The Anſwer is, That the Quantities of 
Cold and Silver brought to Europe ſince the Pro- 
rels made by the Spaniards and Portugueſe in A- 
Erica, have made thofe Metals more common 
and of leſs Value than formerly, fo that 205. 
il hardly purchaſe what 4 s. would before the 
Piſcovery of the Weſt-Indies, 
Ihe Spantards and Portugu:ſe don't throw away 
cir Gold and Silver for us to pick up; we have 
% ines of theſe Metals, therefore could not 
It tach Quantities as we have but by our Trade 
Fein and Hortgul, or to thoſe Countries that 
WE an Over-balance upon them, and were over- 
WB: inced-by TT | 
do that the preſent natural Price of Land, and 
F Produce, is the Proportion of Gold and Silver 
* iorcign Trade hath brought into and left in 
Nation: If the preſent Quantity was to be 
Pebled by F oreign Trade, the natural Price of 
Pad, and its Produce, muſt be fo too; for ac- 
$65 tothe Price the Farmer can ſell bis Com- 
modity 
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Land, and no otherwiſe. 


half ſwept away, the Produce of Land nit fe 


72 An ESSAY on the Cauſes of the 


modity at Market, he can pay for the Rent 
If our Foreign Trade 
decays until the preſent Money in the Nation i; 
j 
for half the natural Price it does now, and or 
mult let at half the Rent it naturally bears now 
but if we ſhonld go on declining, until we hay 
no more Money left in the Nation than there yr; 
in 961 or 1coo, the Prices of Land, and i: 
Produce, can be no more than they bore in that. 
Days, (Taxes, Cc. deducted.) 

Therefore if the Landed-Gentlemen le 1 
mind to raiſe or ſink the Value of their fans, 
the encouraging or diſcouraging our Forcign Tide 
is the only Means to do either, fo cloſely united 
are Land and Trade; their true Intereſts are the 


* 


ſame; they muſt ſtand or fall together. 


The Sum of all is this: 
That what Foreigners take from o- 
thers inſtead of us, | Qinterhs 

What the Poor have given them in- vile ef 

ſtead of buying, Shawl 

The Scarcity of People, 1 

The Scarcity of Money, J | 

Taxes, Monopolies, III-judged Laws, and Nat 
onal Debts, are the Cauſes of the Decline of ou 
Foreign Trade; the Decline of Foreign Trade 
cauſes the above four Calamities; and they wi 
the Value of Lands. The Taxes, Monopolis, 
Ill-judged Laws, and National Debts, de W 
Cauſes of all, therefore they are tue Cauſes 0 
the Decreaſe of the Value of Lands. 


FRI II. 


Of the Means to reſtore the Foreign Trade a 
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Britain, and conſequently the Value of its Lan 
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(te It is a manifeſt Inſtance of the great Natural 
Te Advantages in Trade this Nation enſoys, that it 
15 % feath not been ruined long ago by the Conſequences 
at e of our own Ill- Management; as I fhall have 
L bree 1catly occaſion to mention the former, it 
now. 1 will be proper here to ſhew what they are; nd; 
e be ! as the Dutch and French are our great Rivals in 
ere vi Trade, to compare our Natural Adrantages with 


and is ttcirs. | 
in the Fi, Our Situation is the cure of any in 
© Fire, not liable to the Incurſions of our Neigh- 
bovrs, as the Dutch are; we have more good 


Naa 4 
ind 6 


2.0 is, : Halrbours than any Nation on the Continent, 
n Trak open all the Lear; whereas the French Ports for 
5 unlte! Sbips of any Burden are few, and thoſe far aſun- 


« ore ut der; and the Dutch Ports few, dangerous, and 

fore up in the Winter. We are ſurrounded by 
© the greateſt Fiſhery in the World, which the 
French and Dutch are both deficient in, and ſeek 
at orcat Hazard and Expence on our Coaſts. Our 


Sinks the 1 Covttry is healthy and pleaſant; whereas Halland 
Value af is cold, marſhy, and unwholeſdme. 
Lanck. E $/:ndly, Our Government is the moſt mild and 
& excellent of any in Europe; whereas the Govern- 
and Nati ment in — is rü e and in Holland very 
ine of ou 1 1 
ien Trav toThiraly; Our Blew): of Proviſt ons exceeds all 
they wi Europe; na Nation having that Plenty, both of 
onopolie Corn and Fleſt Meat, that we abound in; FS 
„ are de Holland is deficient in both, and buys of us 
Cauſes d and France cannot well victual Sbips 5 


I Beef; and its Harveſts being more precarious 
than ours, the French are forced to make fre- 
1 pot Purchaſes bf Cornifrom us. 
 Purthly, Our Iſlands abound in excellent Wool, 
n Trade ooh Coals, Lead, Tin, Leather, Butter, and Tal. 
its Lands: low; all which both French and Dulch are defici- 
ical in, and forced to buy of us. 
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74 An Ess av on the Cauſes of the 
We have Oak for Ship-building, which both 
Dutch and French want. In our Plantations we 
build vaſt Numbers of Ships, which the French ate 
deficient in, and forced to buy of us. 

As the Dutch are forced to purchaſe every ing 
they are out of the Queſtion; but the French have 
valt Quantities of Wines and Brandies; they 
have Silk, Oil, Hemp, and Flax; in theſe, at pre- 
ſent, we are deficient ; but we have Lands is 


our Colonies, for a Trifle, fit to raiſe them all 


cheaper than the French can do; beſides other 
Commodities which they want, ſuch as Rice, 
Tobacco, Pitch, Tar, Maſts, and Bowſprits. 

_ #ifibly, Our Sailors are the moſt Expert, and 
our Ships the beſt- built of any; ſo that we could 
have the Preference. in the carrying Trade ; no 
Merchant but would ſhip. his Goods on an b. 
liſb Veſſel at equal Freight preferably to one of 


any other Country; and the former can be inſured 


at the cheapeſt Premium. 

To all this may be added, that our People are 
brave , laborious, and ſtrong; extreme neat Work- 
men, improving to the utmoſt the Inventions of 
others: And our Merchants the moſt generous 
and honourable in Trade, with whom all Nations 
are fond to deal. 

With all theſe ſuperior Natural Advantages, we 
cannot be hurt but by ourſelves ;- tis our own 
covetous Folly only that can undo us. Had our 
Trade been ſuffer'd to take its nitural Cbanncl, 


Foreigners could not have diverted its Courſe, not 
ever can, unleſs theſe Natural Advantages ate ©! 


nihilated.; and they may as well attempt to 1% 


OUT Iſlands | In the Occan, as while they remain 


to deprive | us of the Benefits reſulting from their 
Situation and Produce, if we take only a Reſg!u- 
lion to open our Eyes; ſo that tho' our Wovncs 


are deep, and have brought us ſomewhat 
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yet are they not incurable; if they are neglected, 


the general Deeay [muſt be compleated in our 
Ruin, but with proper Care we may riſe to a 
more flouriſhing Condition than we'' ever yet 
knew. And tho? all the Means neceſſary there- 
to cannot be ſuppoſed to fall within the Compaſs 
of any one Man's Capacity, yet is it the Duty of 
every Man, in time of need, to contribute ſome- 
thing, though in part only, and by way of Eſ- 
ſay. As ſuch, the following Propoſals are of- 


PRO P A L 8 


I. To take off our unequal Taxes and oppreſ- 
ſive. Exciſes, and to lay one Tax on the Con- 


ſumers of Luxuries. 


II. To take off our Cuſtoms, and make all our 


Ports free. 


III. To aboliſh our Monopolies, unite Ireland, 


and put all the Subjects in theſe three Kingdoms 
on the fame Footing in Trade. 5 
IV. To withdraw the Bounties on exported 
| Corn, and ere& publick Magazines in every 

I County. $787 2 | 105 | 1 


V. To diſcourage Idleneſs, by well-regulating 


* 

M2 E * 8 a : 

| our Poor? 
. 1 14995 

4 hy 

WV 


VI. To make our Silver the current legal Mo- 


| ney only, at a fix'd Rate, and let Gold find its 
. Own Value. TAS 4 n * 


VII. To prevent expenſive Law-Suits ruinin 


Traders, by erecting Cobrt-Merchants in Trading 


owns; ; 


VIII. To pay off our Debts by publick Bonds, 


„ 


liquidating part of our Debts yearly, © 


S | 29 FN 
To encourage our Plantations in raiſing 
1 CV 


bearing Intereſt, negotiable by Indorſement, a d 
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76 An Ess Av on the Cauſes of the 

Growths, by permitting their Exportation dire ay 

to any Part of Europe. 1 TOY = 
X. To crect a Drawing-School at the Publict ; 

Expence, and not ſuffer the French to be the oaly i l 

People of Taſte and Invention. E2 
XI. To improve the Navigation of our Rircr 

as far as they are capable. 


7:85 
8 
B 
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Firft and Second P ROP OSALS. | : 


To lay One Tax on the Conſumers of Luxuties, 
and take off all our other ,Taxes, Exciſes, and 
Cuſtoms ; and hen that is done, to make all ot N 
Ports Free. C „ 

As the Money-Affair is always the grand Ob. 
ject, ſomething, by way of Equivalent, muſt be 
given for the Taxes taken off; as ſuch, the fol- 
lowing Scheme is offered. 


A PROPOSAL for raiſing one only Tax an the Cit 
| ſumers of Luxuries, 


It is hereby propoſed, That all Perſons uſing, 
wearing, or drinking the following Articles ot 
Luxury as particularly ſpecified, be obliged to 
take out a Licence yearly, paying each ore Sb. 
fidy for each Article of Three Half-pcace in the 
Pound only, on the computed Income 5 
ſhould have to ſupport the Station of Life dhe) 
voluntarily place themſelves in, by the Artic!: 0! 
Luxury they uſe, wear, or drink, as by the Ex 
ample underneath. 81; 3 7711655 
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i and Six for their Uſe, 


| ; of Silver at their Tables, 
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N. B. Charts, Fa wheel | 
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All Perſons Computed Incomes 
I. Keeping two Coaches { 8008 


2. Uſing Diſhes or Plates 


commonly called Ser- 4009 | 
vices of Plate, 
Keeping a Coach and 5 18850 
Six for their Ule, io 
4. Keeping a Coach and | ax | 
Four for their Uſe, oe 


| 
5. Keeping a Coach and | 
Two for their Uſe, c oy 


Chaiſes, &c. are included in 
the Term Coach. 
6. Wearing Jewels for} | 
theirDreſs, beſides Neck- Boo 
Laces, Solitaires, Rings, 
or Ear-Rings, 
7. n 800 s 
for ther Uſe, p35 
yy ogg Gold and Sil.) 
ver, Men on their Coats, 
"al Women on their 
Gowns, - 
9, Uſng Silver Plate 65 
their Sideboards or Ta- 


Zoo | 
bles, not having Services 

10. Uf ing China Services 
of Diſhes and Plates at AE 


their Tables, 15 
11, Weaing Necklaces or 
Solitaires of Jewels for 
their Dreſs, beſides Rings 

or Ear-Rings, 

12. Keeping a Chair or 
Chaiſe with one B 
for thelg Ule, 


—— 


2 50 


At Three Half- pence in the Pound. 
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Computed Incomes EYE 
1. Drinking Wine in their 3 | f 
Houſcs, Lodging, or “. 
Service, 
14. Wearing Gold or Sil-} 
ver for their Dreſs, ex- . 
cept on Coats, Gowns, 
Hats, or Shoes, J 
15. Wearing Jewels ws 15 
Rings or Ear-Rings, 
16. Uling no Silver Plate 3 
but Spoons, 30 
17. Drinking Brandy, Rum e 
or any Spirits, in Houſe, C 55 
Lodging, or Service, 3 
18. Drinking Tea, Coffee, | 
or Chocolate, in Houſe, 25: 
Logging, or Service, . 0 


4 | 4 
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All Articles of the ſame Degree, or under the 
Article paid for, are included in it. 
Huſbands to pay for their Wives the 4 of the 
Article they pay for themſelves, to entitle them 
to ule the ſame, , 
Fathers or Mothers. (if no Father) to pay for 
each, Chiid under Age, the of the Ardele, 5 
pay for themſelves, to intitle then 90 ut uſe 
ſame.. 
Bachelors to be double taxed, If of 21 Ven 
of Age. | 
No- Perſons keeping Publick-Houſes 10 hae 
Muſick, Nine pins, Shuffle- boards, Cock pits 
Card, Dice, Draught- playing, or any Gaming in 
their Houſes, Out-houſes, Sheds, Yards, Garde 
or Grounds, for Money or Liquors, 29 they 
pay in the ſame, manner as the Perſons uſing Ar- 
tigle 9. Theſe People being the great Encour- 


agen of Idleneſs, Luxury, and Gaming, the gen 
ol 
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| 3 Corruptors of the common People, Servants, La- 
© bourers, and Manufacturers, out of whoſe Induſ- 


try they idly live, to the Ruin of many poor Fa- 

milies, and are a great Cauſe of the vaſt Increaſe 

of the Poor's Tax. 
It is not pretended that every Article of Luxury 


* neceſſary to be taxed is here hit on, with the ſe- 


veral Rates proper to he laid on cach ; ſuch things 
are too preſumptuous for any private Man, and 

befit only the Wildom of the Legiſlature : All 
that is here attempted is only to give a Specimen 
of one Tax on the Conſumers. of Luxury only, 
the Method of raiſing it, with ſome Remarks on 
the Benefits ariſing thereby to the Nation. 7: 


The Method of raiſing this Tax. 


The Receiver-General of every County to keep 


nan open Office to. receive this Tax, during the 
| Months of 7anuary and February, April and May, 
Juby and 
| moſt convenient Town in each County ; and to 
| cauſe Attendance to be given on ſuch Days in the 
Week as the Commiſſioners ſhall judge neceſſary. 


guet, October and November, in the. 


All Perfons-to bring or. ſend. their Money to the 


N Receiver-General's Office in theif County, with a 
fair written Note, containing the Name of the 
. Ding 1417 * þ 5 

9 % , and Pariſh, their Titles or Names, 
County, Town, and Pariſh, their Titles or Names, 
= Places of Abode, Wives, and Number. of Chil- 
dren under Age; with the Number, Title, aud 


Amount of the Article tliey pay for Subſidies. 
Every, ecsiver-General to deliver to the Per- 


ſons, paying their Subſidies, a Licence for that. 
WM 141 „ S $ «4 4 $ *1 FI l ' 6 © 7 a 
Tear, in Which the abore Deſcriptions ſhalt be 
6 ſpecified. Gb 19 2 7 14117 1 92 F j 21 13 15 1 


All Perſons paying their Subſidies in the Months 
of Famary and February, to have 3 per Cent. on 
their Licences allowed them; in the Months of. 

. D-- 4 April 


80 An Essav on the Cauſes of the 
April and May, 2 per Cent. in the Months of Fu 
and Auguſt, 1 per Cent. and no Allowance after. 
wards ; whereby it will be the People's Intereſt 
to raiſe the Subſidies with the greateſt Expedition, 
All Perſons before the End of the Year mud 
regiſter their Licences with the Church-wardens 
of the Pariſh they live in ; Perſons living in Ex- 
traparochial Places, to regiſter their Licences in 
the Pariſh neareſt to their Dwellings. 
Perſons having Houſes of Reſidence in ſcveral 
Pariſhes to regiſter their Licence in each Parich, 
paying their Pariſh Taxes, Lodgers, and Ser- 
vants, to regiſter their Licences only in cne 
Pariſn. 9 7 | « 
One or both Church-wardens to attend at the 


Veſtry every Wedneſday at Ten in the Morning, to 


regiſter the Licences of the Year, receive the Mo- 
ney for Pariſh, Rates, and give Reccipts on the 
Back of the Licences; to attend there ſuch a 
Nuraober of Hours as the Veſtry ſhall judge neceſ. 
ſary, whereby needleſs Attendance from their pils 
vate Affairs will be avoided. | 7 
Church-wardens not regiſtering Licences as be- 
fore directed, and tendered before Witneſſes, to 
pay themſelves the Penalty incurred by their Ne- 
Church-wardens to keep a ſeparate Account of 
all thoſe Licences which have not the Name of 
their Pariſh, and are brought to be regiſtered on 
account of Pariſh Taxes, by Perſons having more 
than one Houſe of Reſidence. _ 1 bb 
Church-wardens to depoſite in the Veſtry, on 
the firſt Day of January, the laſt Year's Regilter 
of Licences in their Pariſh, for the Inſpection of 


the Pariſhioners, and to form a Judgment. of the 


Income. of the Pariſh, Sor ron 10.9 
After the firſt Regiſter, as above, is delivered 
in, the Veſtry of every Pariſh within 3 
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Days to compute their Expences for the current 


5 Year for Watch, Poor, Scavanger, &c, and how 
much in the Pound on the Licences computed to 
be regiltred in the current Year will fully defray 
them, and order the fame to be paid to the 
Cborch- wardens by publick Notice. 


No Perſon to be liable to pay any Pariſh Taxcs 


u batever, by any other Rate. 


Church-wardens after the firſt Lear not to re- 
oiter any Perſon's Licence, until they have re- 
ceived their Pariſh Rates, on the Penalty of pay- 
ing the ſaid Rates themſelves. 

*crſons not Regiſtering their Licences as afore- 


| ſaid, before the End of the Year, for the higheſt 


Anicle of Luxury they themſelves ule, their 


Wies, or Children under Age, to forfeit on Con- 


viction five Pounds, and three times the Sums not 


| paid for Sublidies and Pariſh Taxes, to be divided 
as follows; 
and 4 to the Receiver - General. 


3 to their Pariſh to eaſe their Rates, 


The Receiver-General to pay no Money but 


| into the Exchequer, on the Penalty of 5001. to 
the Informer. 


The Receiver-Gener al, or bis Deputy, not to 


N ſue the County for a Robbery, unleſs the Perfons 
| carrying the Money be three in Company. 


The Receiver-General to ſe nd up his Accounts 


to the Exchequer, of every two Months Receipts 
| a3 ſoon-as poſſible, 
| ceived, 100 J. for his Salary for. one Year, and 4 


dedans Ting from the Sum re. 


per Cent, for his Charges. 
The Commiſſioners of the Land-Tax to be the 


| Commiſſioners of this, for each County- 


No Perſon ofter the firſt Lear, who does ad Pay 


for Article Nine, capable to be a Gommiſſioner., 


Veltvies' may order any in the Pariſhes they 


| ſuſpect of not having regiſtered; or fully paid their 


laſt Year's Sublidies, to be a apprehended b by their 
2 5 Conſtable 


— 


* 
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Conſtable or Beadle, and carried before one of 
the Commiſſioners of the County to be examined 
and ſuch Perſons not producing their laſt Yeay, 1 ord 
Licence, and Church-warden's Receipt or Re. MW: rec 
ceipts, and not proving that the ſaid Licence wi; 1 1 
for the higheſt Article they uſed, or elſe that they 4 


e 
. 
D 


had not any Article to pay, not having uſed any, 1 vo! 
the ſaid Perſons not clearing themſelves to the 8. 1 
tis faction of the Commiſſioner, to be by him com. fevc 
mitted to the Houſe of Correction, to appear at ſere 
the next Commiſſioners Sittings, unleſs they de. | > 
poſit the Penalty in the Commiſſioners Hands, r Car 
give Security to appear at the ſaid Sittings. 3 
Perſons giving Security, or depoſiting the pe. be! 
nalty, to regiſter their Names, and the Names of har: 
their Sureties, or the Sums depoſited, at the Re. P 
 ceiver-GeneraPs Office for the County before the (WF pea! 
firſt Day of the Commiſſioners Sittings; otheryile Der 
to be procee ded againſt as guilty, : Diſt 
Keepers of Houſes of Correction to deliver into Sec 
the Receiver-GeneraPs Office before the ſirſt Day 0 
of the Commiſſioners Sittings, a Liſt of che Per. Diff 
ſon's Names in their Cuſtody, committed by the * 
Commiſſioners. F i art of t 
The Receiver- General, or his Deputy, to meke Gor 

a Regiſter of all Perſons Names committed; de- dati 
poſiting, or giving Security to be laid before the for 
Commiſſioners at their Sittings; to attend there whi 
as their Clerk, and record the Proceedings. cre 
Commiſſioners to ſit to hear Cauſes in the Town 17 1 
the Receiver- General keeps his Office in, durmg thre 
the Months of March, June, September, and He- lin 
ceſnbtn. POE AG ES. 158: Mon 5 11 pre 
very Commiſſioner to take an Oath in open and 
Court the ffiſt Day he fits, that he will vote ac- the 
 cortfig”to Juſtite, without Favour or Partiality; Pric 
othetwiſe to have no Vote. ve 
+199 0585 107 3-05 To en ad; Com- Col 


Decline of the FOREIGN TRADE. 8 > 


' Commiſſioners every Day they meet to chooſe 


ne of 
Y their Preſident, who ſhall collect the Votes, and 


nined, 


Year order the Receiver-General, or his Deputy, to 
I Re. record the Procecdings. | 

de was Three or more Commiſſioners to make a Court, 
it they and determine Cauſes by majority of Vote,, if the 
| any ; Votes are equal, the Defendant to be diſmiſt. 

he Sa. In all Cauſes determined by a leſs Number than 
com. ſeven Commiſſioners, there may be an Appeal to 
pear at ſeven or more, whoſe Determination to be final. 
ey de. No Commiſſioner to As any Vote in his own 
ds, or Cauſe. 

Perſons convicted, not paying the Penalty, to 
he Pe. be ſent to the Houſe of Correction, and kept to 
nes of hard Labour during the Space of ſix Months. 
de Re. Perſons depoſiting, or giving Security, not ap- 
bre the —pearing, to be proceeded againſt as guilty,, their 


1erwic Depoſit to be. forfeited, and paid as directed, or 
Diſtreſs-Warrants iſhed: out againſt them and their. 


er into Securities, to levy the Penalt x. 

ſt Day Any two or more Corathillioners to determine: 
e Per- Ditterences about Diſtreſs. 

by the BE Perſons whoſe Cauſes are deldyed 7s any N eglect 


1 of the Receiver-Gcneral, or Keeper of a Houſe of „ 
, make Vorrection, to petition. the Commiſſionęrs or 
d; de- Sati:fadtion: to be made them by the ſaid I ſon 
brethe for what Loſs they may bave ſuſtained thereby, 
d there . which che Commiſſioners 2 werd their Pic. 


Net I cretion. 5010 1 6105 | 
Town | - TherReceiver- General OE er ory. County. whhin. 
during Wi throb Months after the;End'iof every Year to pub- | 
ad D- WF liſh his Accounts, ſhewing the Sums zeceired the 

;5 | preceding Year from cach Pariſh of his County, 
1-open WF and kow he hath accounted with the Exchequer for 
te ac- the ſame, and to deliver when demanded at the 
iality; Price of 29. 64. one of the ſaid Accounts, to 
12x55 | every Commiſſioner and Church- warden in the 
Com- County, on the T of 50 J. for dach Refuſal: 


Aud. | 
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And one to be tranſmitted to the King's Remenm. 
brancer's Office in the Exchequer. | 

The Receiver-General not accounting with the 
Exchequer for the whole Money he receives, to 
forfeit on Conviction, to every Pariſh whoſe Sums 
he hath given in ſhort, 5/. and three times the 
Sum received in that Pariſh and not accounted for, 

to eaſe their Rates. Church-wardens to prefer 
their Complaints againſt the Receiver-General be. 
tore the Commiſſioners in open Court, 

Church- wardens to depoſit in the Veſtry one of 
the Receiver-General's Accounts for to examine 
the Regiſter by. 

Before making any Remarks on the Benefits 
ariſing by this Propoſal, the general Prejudice 
againſt the Poſſibility of carrying into Execution, 
any Tax on Luxuries, ariſing from the ſuppoſed 
Evaſion and Fraud ſuch a Tax is liable to, muſt 
be firſt removed: In order to effect which, I hope 
to convince the Reader by the following Conii- 
derations, that this Tax by its very Nature and 
Method of raifing, is fo far from being liable to 
the above Objection, that it is on the contrary 
capable of a more exact and equal Collection than 
any Tax we have at preſent. 


Hrn, By its Nature: For what every Perſon 
ſhould pay, muſt be publickly known, F riends, 
Neighbours, and Servants, muſt ſee whether we 
drink Wine, Tea, Brandy, Sc. in our Houles, 
Lodgings, Services, or no; and as to our Fine- 
ries, it is our Intent they ſhould be manifeſt, 10 
that Concealments are almoſt impoſſible. 

Secondly, By the Method of rating. 

Which obliges all Periſh' Rates to be raiſcd at 
the ſame time and in the fame manner, for 1t 1s 
very obſervable that moſt People are more piylig 
into the Proportion they "themſelves or theu 
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4 Neighbours pay for Pariſh Rates, than into any 


Taxes raiſed for the Government; therefore, as 


3 by this Method no Perſon can pay any Pariſh 
E Taxes at all, until they have paid their Subſidies 
ts the Government, nor pay leſs than their Due 
to the Pariſh without making their Neighbours pay 


nore than their Dues, and proving beſides the 


> Diſproportion paid to the Government, which muſt 


appear by a Regiſter open to the Inſpection of all 


E the Pariſh, whereby every one can, and will keep 


a particular Eye upon his Neighbours, to ſee not 
only that they pay, but that they pay fair; and 


E tho Veſtry can and will keep a general Watch on 
aul, in erder to eaſe their Rates by the Fines of 
E Dclinquents. 


Which allowing no private Reward to Inform- 


ers, no Scandal can be incurred by any Perſons 
moving in the Veſtry to detect the Fraudulent ;- 
whereas at preſent the Character of an Informer 
being odious, the Taxes grievous, the Concern 
not general, and Informations requiring Attend- 
ance and Trouble, there is the greateſt Remiſſ- 
E nels poſſible in bringing tO light the Frauds in the 
Revenue, no Perſon of Credit either out of Buſi- 
nels, or of a different Buſineſs, does now inform 
againſt any Trader for defrauding the Cuſtoms or 
Exciſe; People do not care to give themfelves the 
Trouble of meddling where they think they have 
no Concern. But by this Method of Taxing, 


the Trouble of attending the Veſtry on Pariſh Af- 


| fairs ſerves for this, and every one is concerned 


* 


in point of Intereſt, and Honour to detect Frauds; 
| latcreſt with regard to himſelf, and Honour with 
regard to his Neighbours, by taking care that the 


Innocent do not ſuffer for the Guilty. 
Which directs the Recciver-General's Accounts 


| to be publiſhed, whereby every Veſtry will have a 


Check to examine its Regiſter by, and detect 
| Frauds ; 
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Frauds ;; for if any Perſon does not pay at all tg 


in the Receiver-General's Account and his Pariſh. 
Regiſter ;: if he does not pay enough, the Defici. 


will have 'an additional Check on them in each 


make them pay fair. * 


Perſon, will make every one endeavour fo appel 


the Government, his Name will be wanting both 


* 2 x CI * 7 N 
i 9 ö bi ; * 
E © CC 2. 
OST FIVE $5 nt. 4 4 FOTS 


ency will appear againſt his Name in both; if he 
pays to the Government but not to his Pariſh, his 
Name will appear in the Receiver-General's Ac. 
count, but be wanting in his Pariſh-Regiſter; if 
a forged Licence is regiſtered, the Perſon's Name 
will be wanting in the Recciver-General's Ac. 
count; if the Receiver-General conceals any of 
the Money, the Pariſh-Regiſter detects it, and he 
incurring a Penalty to that Pariſh, it will not fail 
to proceed againſt him. The Receiver-General's 
Account checks the Regiſter, and they him, both 
in his Receipts and Payments. Perſons of For. 
tune who, will pay the largeſt Sums by having 
Houſes of Reſidence in more Pariſhes than one, 


Pariſh where their Licences m 


[ 


iſt be regiltered, t9 
Which giving + of the Fines of Delinquents to 
the Receiver-General, makes it become bis Inte- 
reſt as well as Duty, to make his Accounts 
publick as poſſible to detect Frauds. ©" 
Which laying the Onus protan di on the ſuſpecded 


fair, in order to avoid the Trouble and Expence 
that Suſpicion will make him liable too. 
Which makes it not worth while” for the lower 
Claſs of People to attempt Frauds, a five Pouns 
Penalty and three times the Sums unpaid, are tod 
great Riſtts to avoid paying a Trifle, which like- 
wife ſubject them to the Jealouty of their Com- 
rades; Who v 111 lock out ſharp'to prevent other 
from ſhifting their Burdens to their Backs; where 
Money is ſcarce, the greater care is taken in pay- 
ing no more than is due: Beiides,' theſe wy 


all to 
both 
ariſh- 
Jefici. 

if be 
h, his 
'S Ac- 
er:; if 
Name 
8 Ac- 
any of 
and he 
ot fail 
ncral's 
„ both 
f For- 
having 
n One, 
n each 
ed, to 
7. 


ents to 
s Inte- 
Wes 'V 


2214 


are tod 
ch likes 
r Com- 
Others 
Where 
in pay- 
People 
bein g 


Decline of the FoRRION TRADE. 87 


being often quarrelling, will revenge themſelves by 
detecting each other's Frauds ; fo that a few being 
made Examples of at firſt, will ſhew the reſt the 
Improbability of eſcaping. 

L know of no Tax at preſent LL ſo many 
Checks nor ſo many Perſons intereſted to detect 
Frauds as this, conſequently none ſo capable of 
an exact and equal Collection; for if thoſe who 

y fair won't detect the Fraudulent, they muſt 
pay the Deficiency themſelves, whereby they pu- 


I nith themſelves for their own Neglect: Detect or 
pay is the Caſe. 


Remarks on the Benefits ariſing by this Pro- 
poſal. 


Vins, The Government by this Method need 


nerer borrow any Money, nor have the uſual 
| Clauſes of Credit every Year, whereby part of the 
| Expence of advanced Money, will be ſaved, for it 
| bciag the Intereſt of all to pay as ſoon as they 
| can, the greateſt Part would be raifed the firſt four 
| a Months, and by thus giving ſpeedy. Vigour 
| We 


ight to our Reſolutions. 
Secondly, All Perſons tax themſelves voluntarily, 


than which nothing can be eaſier or more, equal, 
and an eaſy equal Way of raiſing Taxes Will al- 
veys produce the molt. Money , Ang the few elt 


Murmurs. 
Thirdly, , Thoſe that would bats of theik Taxes 


| may abate of their Luxury, as. thoſe that Won t 


pay ſor a Licence to keep a Coach and fix Horſes, 

may keep only four, or a pair, and pay for, no 
more, or need not keep any, nor drink Wine, 
Lea, Brandy, Sc. in Houſe, dans c Fa 90 


| vice, neither wear on their Garments Gold 


ver, nor wear Jewels, nor uſe Plate, 38d 75 72 
pay any thing, conſequently no Individ ua can be 
opprelled, an Advantage Aan Av, Leckle in Eurepe 
ans at Predents. 51499 8 

| "Fourthy, 


H 
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Fourthly, When it is propoſed to oblige al! Pex. 
ſons to take out a Licence to drink Wine, Te, 
Brandy, c. in Services, as well as Houles and 
Lodgings, it is done to mend our Servants Man- 
ners, by curing their Luxury, or making them 
pay for it. 

Fifthly, Few that can afford to live high will re 
trench, thoſe that cannot afford it ſhould be 3b; 
liged to it, this will be a Sumptuary-Law to keep 
all People in their proper Stations, and prevent 
the Ruin of ſeveral ; it will reform, as well as 
Taiſe Money ſufficient. 

Sixthly, When it is propoſed that all Buckelon 
of Twenty-one Years of Age ſhould be dovb 
taxed, it is done as well to proportion all 25 
ments as equally as poſſible to Peoples Situation 
in Life or Circumſtances, as alſo to encourage 
Marriages ; for though Bachelors are double tax- 
ed, yet they will then not pay equal to the Mar- 
ried- men, who pay their Wives T axes as well as 
their own, and may-be ſome Childrens, conſe- 
quently compared with Bachelors, are at teaſtdov 
ble taxed; for theſe laſt may, if they pleaſe, al- 
ways live equal to a Married-man with half the 
Expence; and have not that anxious neceſa ry 
Care of ſaving, to provide for the p projent: as weil 
as future well. being of their Families; 
which this political Truth, that Inhabitants being 
the Riches of a Country, and Marriage a Pre den. 


tion of Debauchery, all wiſe States have m ano it 


'r 


their Care to diſcourage Celibacy: In particle 
the. Switzers will not ſuffer a Bachelor to e199 
any HBalliage, and the ſuperior Rank there being 
almoſt" all Married; make the Inferior be ſo too 
ſo great is the force of Example, and accounts 
for their © Country, though ſmall, being fo very 
populons, Whereas, one of the Reaſons why 
England is Kot to, 15 the abandoned looſe Lies 
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g Jour ſingle People lead, whereby they get g diſre- 
lim to the Married ſtate, and are enervated by 
E Debauchery, which unleſs remedied muſt render 
rs a poor deſpicable depopulated Nation, it is 
Ethcrefore the higheſt Policy to make Marriage 
Ef:hionable by the Example of the Rich, ſince it 
tends fo much to the Publick Good, and the 
E Grandeur of our Country, 


S:venthly, But the greateſt Benefit of all is, that 


this Propoſal hath not thoſe extending, pernicious, 
E Trade-deſtroying Conſequences of our preſent 
ies; for it will not raiſe the Value of any one 
Commodity, but rather by checking Luxury, the 
Bane of Virtue and Induſtry, we ſhall become a 
Ich and flouriſhing People. 
Ilusurious Tradeſman lay the Expences of his 
Coach, his Wine, his Plate, or his Laces, on 
the Prices of his Goods; his frugal Neighbour, 
who indulged not himſelf in thoſe Vanities, would 
Elo much underſell him, that ke could have no 
Trade; and while the former declined, the latter 
would be raiſing an Eſtate able to afford bim all 
the Gaieties of Life independent of his Buſineſs ; 
land Fradeſmen ſhould wait for Vanities until they 
are raited Eſtates to ſupport them. 145 


In vain would the 


| Eghibly, The firſt Year or two, perhaps, will 
not demonſtrate the exact Produce this Tax may 


Joie, on account of the Receivers not being ſuf- 


ficiently verſed in their Buſineſs ; the Evaſions 
that wicked People may make to defraud, which 
ſeldom can be intirely guarded againſt until they 
appear ; or the Conſideration that the fiſt Year's 
Tax being the only one that will be felt, will be 
the ſhorteſt ; for one Subſidy being laid on the 
firſt Year, nothing can be taken off until that Pro- 
Wuce appears, which will not be until the ſecond 
Tear; but then 64. in the Pound may be taken 
off Land, and as many of the other Taxes on 


Com- 
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Commodities as that Subſidy hath provided for: 
ſo that until all. our other Taxes are ſuppliod by 
this, in every Year following the People will have 
remitted to them in the Taxes on Land and Ne. 
ceſſaries, with their Conſequences, more than an 
Equivalent. for what they paid the foregoing Year, 
whereby they will be enabled yearly to Pay more 
to this Tax; fo that every Year's Subſidy mul in. 
creaſe, and the Government have always in Ad. 
vance one Subſidy ; the firſt whereof, though it 
will be. the ſhorteſt, yet, conſidering the Luxury 
of the Age, upon. a moderate Computation may 
produce about a Million to carry on the preſen: 
War, and thereby prevent increajing the National 
Debts, or railing additional Taxes on Commodi: 
ties, to drive away that little Trade we have icft. 
Whatever appears moſt burdenſome ſhould be 
the firſt taken off, ſuch as the Duties on Sope, 
Candles, Salt, Coals, or foreign Materials of Mas 
nufacture. * 
_  Ninthly, This Pronofal being different from the 
Method of raiſing Taxes now uſed, and deſigned 
to take off our. preſeat Oppreſſions,, every boy 
will be Gainers, the poor Manufacturer will nas 
pay any thing, nor ſhould. he; but here ten Wii 
appear à ſort of Paradox, the Rich, proportiogaviy 
are to pay all the Taxes, yet cach of them to haf 
beſides a particular Gain by it: To ſolve this, we 


may fairly divide the Rich into three Claſſes, . 


Landholders, Traders, and Stockholders. 
_ Tenthly, 'To begin with Landholders: Suppole 


a Gentleman to have an Eſtate of 1000 l. per Aun. 


that this Wartime the Land- Tax is 45. in the 
Pound, but he being in an eaſy - rated County pays 
but 25. in the Pound, which amounts to 100 l. 
in lieu of which Land- tax, Exciſes, Cuſtoms, Oc. 


are allowed for this ſame Time of War cight 2 
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1 dies, preſuming they would raiſe a Sum cqual to 
the Amount of our preſent Duties : 


Suppoſe then this Gentleman to pay by this 


: Propoſal, 
| For himſelf, & Subſidies for 
the Article 4, is / 50 00 oo 
For his Wife the 4 of what 
he pays - "© SS" 10 00 
For four Children each of 
what he pays 1 25 10 o 
5 —— 87 10 oo 


He" remains a clear Gainer £ 12 19: 00 


1 — 


9 


By this it appears, that where the Land-tax 
War-time is but half paid, fu ch a Landnolder 
hereby faves 12 J. 10. | 

But thoſe Gentlemen who ave borne the 1 une- 
anal Bürden of the Land- tax for many Years, 
paying from 25. even up to 43. in the Pound, 
will be hereby greatly relieved, enabled to irs 
"a and ſo add to the Amount of this Propo- 

The followtrig great Advantages ariſe likewiſe 
to the Land- holders. 

The Difference in the Price of Neceſſaries; 
when the Taxes- on them are taken off, muſt be 
much füperior to the above Subſidies; for the 
preſent” Taxes, and their Conſequences , affect the 
Landholders above 135. in the Pound, vide p. 51. 

The Poor's Rates, ſo heavy a Burden on the 
Land- dt preſent, will be hereby reduced to 2 
mere Trifle.” 

The Rents of Labith will be better' pats Aheg 
the Fatmers are eaſed of their heavy Taxes.” 

The Farmers will be likewiſe more able to im- 
prove the Lands they rent. 


Eafy* equal Taxes increaſe Trade, 40 Trade 
Nercdles Rents. | 


Well- 
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Well- paid increaſed Rents will augment fie 
Capitals of thoſe that have Occaſion to ſell their 
Lands. 

Land untaxed muſt vield a conſiderable better 
Price than when heavily taxed, as at preſent, 

All which: duly conſidered it may be ailvried, 
That upon this Propoſal's being paſſæd into a Lay, 
every Landholder will actually find the Value e! 
his Eftate at leaſt doubled. 

Elwventhly, With reſpect to the Trader. 

The Difference in the Price of Neceſſaries, 
when the Taxes on them are taken oy mult he 
much ſuperior to the Subſidies he ſhould pay fo 
Luxuries ; I fay ſhould, for he need pay no more 
than he pleaſes; Or Can afford, as appears by the 
fourth Remark ; fo he cannot be oppreſſed. 


Ibis puts him! in a better Situation than any of 


our Rivais in Commerce, who all pay "Taxes on 
Neceſlaries, always attended with ſome O 


ſions. 


0 
Opprel 


When thoſe Taxes that are Burdens vpon our 


Trade are removed, then may we ſend our Manu- 
factures to Foreign Markets as cheap or cherper 
than our Neighbours, whereby loſt Markets may 
de recovered, and new ones found out. 7 
IHE Demand for our Goods mult hereay i i. 
creaſe at thoſe Markets where at preſent then hatt 
fome Vent. ; 

An increaſing: Demand makes profita able Sales 
and quick Returns. 

Quick Returns are the 9 del Commerce, and 
enable the Merchant to give conſtant Employment 
to all our working Hands. 

Commiſſions for Buying will be always ſent ) 
Forcigners to the cheapeſt Markets, and tte 
cheaper they are re wore Commiſſions they mj 
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| | A flouriſhing Commerce will enable the Trader 
>, lice more comfortably for the preſent, and at 
| 2 ſame time lay up a future Proviſion for him- 
elf and Family. INS | | 
Our rival Neighbours, ſome of whom are our 
natural Enemies, and the beſt but ſelf-intereſted 
Friends, will find the Scene ſhifted upon them 
from their rifing and our {inking, I mean in Trade, 
the greateſt Blefling that can happen to a People; 
Er, as a late Patriot obſerved, it brings Food and 
E ori ment to a Nation, preſerves and increaſes its 
et, and diftributes & convenient Portion of Mainte- 
3 nance to every Part of it. | 

Tiroclſthy. Laſtly, in regard to the Stock- 
C Na 

His Gain will appear by conſidering that this 
| Propoſel being calculated to raiſe as large or larger 
Fund, in a more eaſy and equal manner than all 
our other Taxes. 

He will be more certain than he is now, in this 
or any time of War, of his Intereſt being duly 
paid. 

He will be better ſecured in the Value or Reim- 
borſement of his Capital. | 
He will reſt aſſured that the Government will 

| never be driven to lay a Tax on the Funds, which 
would not only leſſen his Income, but conſiderably 
| Ciminiſh the Price of his Capital; and if even the 
preſent moſt juſt and neceſſary War ſhould conti- 
nue, with the Taxes in the preſent deſtructive 
Shape, what elſe can be left to tax? Surely our 
ceclining Trade can bear no more, nor Land a- 


r- a ; * 
1 Fa, x 
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Even the Diſftrenee in the Price of Neceſſaries, 
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ED 
more Advantage than any mere Stockholder wil 155 hath 
or need pay for Luxuries. Fauſlible 

Thirteenthly, As by this Propoſal the Rich Mit is wo! 
pay all with Advantage even to themſelves, fo the Mp fair n. 
Poor will receive great Benefit. EP ublick. 

They will be able to work as cheap as Forcign. Thou 


ers at leaſt, .and conſequently monopolize the n. more im 
nufacturing their own Wool. people i 
They will have leſſer Wages, but of more v. xreding 


lue, 44d. per Day untaxed being more than 62, MA ecalth, 


charged with 3 4. for Taxes. _ ble, ar 
They will have more conſtant Employment by Wſthem ga 
working cheaper, contcquenty a better Mainic. Nr equal 
Nance. prove a 
They will have Forcigners ſettling here conti- more an 


nually to teach them new Branches of Trade. O great 


They will not be drove by Neceſſity to fly thei 
Country, to ſtarve, beg, or ſteal. 
They will find better Support in their Misfor- 


Ile Heig 
Dread 
Eny one 


tunes, When their 3 are in a more flo - Beſide 
riſhing way: the Gov 
They will have more dies of riſing to Hef cour 
be Maſters, or ſeeing their Children become iveh, Fung WI 
Fourteenthiy, If it ſhould be aſked, How, by this iſ rovitio 
Propoſal, a larger Fund than our preſent Taxci Bi heaper 
pn, gn more eaſily raiſed 2. Ilaceme 
The Anſwers are, I hat no e of Subſi bon leſs 
dies for any Sum of Money equal to What the Co. us Me 
vernment now annually, raiſes, can be io grievous ther, th 
to the Subjects as the conſequential extending Million 
Burden, of our preſent Taxes on Commodiũes ce; 
ly, excluſive of the Land-tax. | 1 Iſtraitne⸗ 
Therefore, if the Subjects can ſave by Tai % Lat! 
larger Sums for the Service of the Government, for us. 
Ware can be no doubt of their doing it. ther; t 
It is remarked, with great Humour, 48 well ser An, 
Truth, that a Prince who draws his Neve nues fran 20 al 


the 3 of bis Sugjefts, will be richer than ant * 
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j 
| Who hath Mines of Gold, becauſe Vanity is an inex- 
7 /fible Mine; to which I beg Leave to add, that 
it is worked much the eaſieſt, and is exactly the 
affair now offered to the Conſideration of the 
EP ublick. 
Though all feel, yet as thoſe who are oppreſſed 
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more immediately by our preſent Taxes, viz. our 


people in Trade, will be hereby revived ; an in- 
Exreaing Trade will bring in ſuch a Flow of 
FA calth, as will make our Lands {till more valu— 
able, and our People rich; Riches will make 
them gay, and Gatety will make them pay larger, 
Bt cqual eaſy Taxes ; therefore this Propoſal muſt 
prove a growing Fund, and produce every Year 
Emore and more to ſupport the King and Nation in 
Bo great a Figure, and raiſe us to ſuch a formida- 
ple Height of Power that we may be the Envy or 
Dread of all our Rivals, and an Overmatch for 
Eny one Nation in Europe. 7 


„ 


Beſides, this Tax will leſſen the Expences of 


the Government by untaxing Commodities, Which 


bot courſe makes them cheap, therefore every 
thing will be to be purchaſed with leſs Money, all 
Froviſions, Ammunition, Naval Stores, c. come 
neaper to the Government; Sailors, Soldiers, 
Placemen, and Penſioners, be enabled to live up- 
pon leſs Wages as well as they now do; fo that 
[iis Method making the Money raiſed go the fur- 
ther, the fewer Subſidies will ſuffice, two or'three 

HMillions may do as much as four or five Millions 
now ; therefore the Government can never be 
trained, or the People oppreſſed. © 
Laſtly, This Tax will increafe the Civil Liſt ; 

| for 4% Goods grow cheap; Money goes the fur- 
ther; therefore the preſent Civil Liſt of 8 Do, o00 “. 

pen imum, wayi.go as far, and be as valuable as 

one af 1, 200, 0001. or more. And the Value of 

ö ö 105 | | CSP N the 
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the Pay of Officers and of the Salaries of Pige 


increafe in the ſame Proportion. 


Fifteenthly, 2. "of the Benefits ariſing by a Fic 
port-t trades 

By Which T: mean, chat all forts of Merc hand 5 
be imported and exported at all times withor: 
paying any Cuſtoms or Fees. 

1. It will increaſe Trade. 

By increaſing the Number of Merchant 
ſmall Stocks ferve where there are no Cully!, 


pay, and there are ten People of ſmall Fortur 
in Trade to one of a great one; the more the: 
are, the leſs liable are they to combine together io 


impoſe on the People extr avagant Prices ; they 


Goods, to ſupport themſelves in Luxuries, 


By. increaſing the Capitals of cur Merchants; 
for if they pay £ or + of their Capitals for Qoſtons 


they can trade but for the 2 or left; but we 
they have no Cuſtoms to pay, they can carry on: 
greater Trade with the ſame Stock, fell their las 


ports cheaper, have more. Moncy to, buy up ue 


: fuperfiuous Produce of our Lands, and ive 04101 


Encouragement to our Manufacturers. 
By mak ing our Country an Univerſal $to:; hh le} 

for when our Merchants have no Cuſtoms to ab 

vance, they will be importing ee pen 


| Specule tion for better Markets, All forts of Goo: 
that were to be fold cheap. in all Parts of dhe 


World, whereby ſuch for tible Lage 25 MF 
vendible to Advantage, being always ready #0 
ſeize the favourable Opportunity, would be 

continually exporting, giving, Employment 42 7 
vaft number of Witermen, Carmen, Porteis, 
Coopers, Packers, Sc. bciydes ſupplying bc eite 
Our o Manufactur ers With all foreign Necct: 


and Materials ! in the cheapeſt manner, IO V. ich 
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Goods are to be had, there will be the greateſt 
Trade, one Sort helping off another, conſequent- 
| ly vaſt Quantities of our own Commodities will 
be required to aſſort our Imports of Foreign 
and WF Goods, and be exported with them. A Free 
io! WW Port cauſes the beſt Aſſortments of Goods, con- 
ſequently a Free Port cauſes a great Exportation 
of Home-Commodities. | 
| By increaſing our Navigation; this is a Conſe- 
| quence of the laſt Obſervation ; for by the vaſt 


0.35 10 ; 

ito WW Quantities of Goods continually going out and 
e their coming in, we muſt have an immenſe Number of 
there Ships conſtantly employed, and ſeldom ſend them 
37 thc WR out in Ballaſt ; and whenever our Sailors are eaſed 

| of their Taxes, they will be able to navigate as 
bags; cheap, or cheaper than any; and being indifputa- 
tons, bly the moſt able and expert in Europe, muſt have 
at when a great Share in the Greenland and Herring Fiſh- 
ry on ino-trades, and in the Navigation of the Baltick, 
cut dn. with other Nations whoſe Navigations are vaſt 
up che increaſed by thoſe Trades; all which, joined to 
e b our Mediterranean Trade, would make us the chief 
Carriers of Europe. 
ch By increaſing the Vent of our Goods abroad; 


for all foreign Neceſſaries and Materials c ming a 
I. uch great deal cheaper to our People, who having no 

ares they need pay at home (if our Monopolies 
3 01,446 Wi vere but once aboliſhed) our Labour would be fo 
28 Walk cheap, that we could ſend all our Goods to fo- 
reach 10 Wi reign Markets cheaper than any People, by rea- 


1.4 be > Wi fon of our ſuperior natural Advantages ; and our 
zent 1” 2 Bi Woollen Manufactures in particular could be fold 
Porteis, 


„br balf the Price they can be afforded How, as 
1g betten be proved hereafter. It is a juſt Obſervation 
ſecef Wi of Sir William Temple, in his Account of Holland, 
To wah There is 10 Sort of Goods but what will find a Mar ket 
tments cee Price or another, and they will be Maſters of it 
Coo that can afford it cheapeſt. It ſhould therefore be 
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our chief Study to make all our Goods bear only 
their natural Value, which nothing contribuicy 
more to than a Free-port-trade : Add to which, - 


that our Merchants being enabled to barter away 
our Goods for whatever Commodities they could 
find in any Country where Money was ſcarce, 
mult increaſe their Sale prodigiouſſy. 

By putting all Traders on the fame fair Foot. 
ing; for where no Cuſtoms are to be paid, Smug. 
oling muſt ceaſe. 

By preventing the Smuggling of our Wool, 
without Regiſtries, Dragoons, or Crvizers ; fir 
our Labour being rendered cheap by the Redutt!. 
on of Taxes, and Freedom of Trade, we could 
manufacture our own Wool to greater Advantage 
than the Dutch and French; for where Labour i; 
upon a Par, thoſe People who are forced to gie 
10 or 15 per Cent. advance on the Price of our 


Wool cannot trade at all; beſides the vaſt Vent 2 


Free-port-trade would enable our Merchants to 
ive our Woollens, by their low Price and gooc 
Quality, muſt ſecure us that Manufacture, raile 
the Price of our Wool, and keep it at home. 
By gaining us the Herring-Fithery ; for the 
Dutch having Liberty to ſell their Fiſh on the 
Coaſts of England, would ſnap at ſuch a Market, 
and ſome of them ſettle with us of neceſity, h 
trading on the beſt Footing; for thoſe who would 
not ſettle, muſt make two expenſive hazardous 
Voyages, one back to Holland to cure and pack 
the Fiſh, and the other from thence to the Coalts 
of Britain to ſell them, eſpecially the Well Coats, 
which thoſe ſettled here would be free from, 2nd 
the Dutch, by living among our People, muſt in- 
ſtruét them in the Trade. e THY 
By ſecuring to us all Growths, Fiſheries, and 
Manifattures the Nation is capable of; for whit 
French or Dutch Growers, Fiſhers, or Manufectu- 
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rers could pay Taxes at home? the Charges of 
Package, putting on Board, Freight, Inſurance, 
Poſtage of Letters, relanding, houſing, Ware- 
houſe-rent, and Commiſſion. on their Goods to 
ſell to our People, being Growers, Fiſhers, or 
Manufacturers themſelves, untaxed, free from the 
above Charges, and bleſſed with ſuperior natural 
Advantages, it is ridiculous to ſuppoſe it; unleſs 
that in the beginning of a Free- port- trade, the 
Demand for our Goods ſhould be ſo great, that 
we ſhould ſeil what would be our own Supply, and 
content ourſelves with inferior Sorts of Goods 
from abroad, as the Dutch do. 

The farther Benefit that Trade receives by a 
Free-port, the Reader will find in the Anſwers to 
the Objections raiſed by ſome Authors againſt it, 
which will be conſidered hereafter. 

2. It will employ our Poor. 

This is a Conſequence of the laſt Remark ; for 
Neceſſaries and Materials being by a Free-port- 


trade, and the Reduction of Taxes, rendered 


cheap, Labour muſt be ſo too; and by the ſame 


| Cauſes the Vent of our Goods be enlarged, the 
Poor find conſtant Employment on the Wool we 
Hall Keep, at home, on the Hemp and Flax we 
| ihall raiſe, in all Manufactures we are capable of, 
in the Herring and Greenland Fiſheries, and in the 


:ncreaſe! of our Navigation by the great Demand 
tor Sailors, ſo that none can want Employment 


that will not be idle. Holland is an Example of 
I 1» W 5 5 I Py 
dus, whole Quſtoms are ſo low that their Trade is 
| 4tmolk free, and there is no Country in the World 


e's better prafidaea far 4; ont oyd a 55; 

it is a juſt Remark, that one flouriſhing Manu- 
ſactory promotes /all others; for the better Em- 
Fioyment the People have, the better they live, 
and the more they ſpend for a comfortable Subſſt- 
2 nes: 


1 : . 1 . * 
where the Pogr are ſo well employed, or in Sick- 
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ence ; A Manufacturer who earns by his Induſt 
enough to purchaſe warm Clothing and hearty 
Food, is a greater Encourager of the Induſtry of 
others than a Beggar covered with Rags and 
ſtarving with Hunger; therefore it need not ſeem 
a Wonder, that when our Woollen Trade flou. 
riſhed, all others proſpered, and the Poor's Rates 
were low; and that the Reverſe now happers by 
the Decline of it. If Engliſb Wool was cntirely 
kept at home, the manufacturing of it muſt em- 
ploy at leaſt one Million of People, who may be 
uppoſed to maintain at leaſt another Million of 
helpleſs Infants, Women whoſe Labour is in part 
diverted 'by the Care of their Families, fick and 
aged People; and the ſame in proportion for 
Scotland and Ireland. 9 3 
The Silk- Manufacture, at leaſt for our Con- 
ſumption, muſt,” by taking off our Taxes and 
making our Trade quite free, be intirely ſecured 
to us: And ſuppoſing the Quantities of Tidia, 
French, and foreign wrought Silks ſmuggled i 
vpon us by the Temptation of high Duties, and 
_ conſumed here, to amount only to the Value ct 
209,000 J. per Annum, the Labour whereof to be 
4 of the Value, and the Medium earned % Heal 
to be 61. the ſupplying this Conſumption by out 
own People would employ about 25,000 of them, 
and hey maintain an equal Number, as was ob. 
ferved of the Woollen Trade above. 1 
The Linen Manufacture is of ſuch vaſt cone. 
quence, that the Dublin Society, in the fuſt \0- 
lume ofs their Veely Obſervations, Ne 7. reckon 
the Confun tion of Linen in England, at th: bn 
ein parc; on, allowing 0 WEE . 
for Milllent, the preateft Part of which, they RY 
nette cry Near © But as they take no note 
r Wi ah aolt ie fol WT t fo 
of the Vaſt Quantities of Teds we import for 
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made in England, yet I ſhall only compute, that 
we pay Foreigners for this Article only three Mil- 
lions, the Labour at à of the Value, and the Me- 
dium earned per Head 61. which a Reduction of 
Taxes, and a Free-Port. Gaining, will thereby 
employ about 370,000 of our People, and they 
maintain an equal Number, as was obſerved, of 
the Wollen Trade above. | 

It is impoſſible to eſfimate the Numbers of 
People that a Free-port-trade would give additi- 
anal Employment to, ſuch as Watermen, Car- 
men, Porters, Coopers, Packers, &c. or the ad- 
ditional Numbers of Sailors employed in the Car- 
rying-trade, the Amount of all which muſt be 
prodigious. _ | 3 

Sir Malter Raleigh, in his Obſervations on Trade, 
lays, that thirty ſeveral Trades are ſet on work by 
the fiſhing Ships; and as this Herring Fiſhery is 
on our own-Coaſts, we can carry on this Trade 


| that promotes thirty others, cheaper than the 
| Dutch, and of courſe beat them out of it; they 
| muſt make long Voyages out and home for the 
| Filkery, and receiye their Supplies in the ſame 


dangerous and expenſive; Manner; whereas we are 


at home, and, can land our Fiſh and receive Sup- 
| plies without almoſt any Charge: We can victual 


7 


2 13 31 IT LEE : LI2S Tt . & a 
in Ireland, and ſome Parts of Britain, at half the 


* 


Charge they can do in Holland: In blowing Wea- 


. * 


ther the Dutch muſt lie ſtill, they cannot take in 


| their Calks and Stores in a rolling Sea; whereas | 


We can run into Port, and the unloading, repack- 


3 


» 7% ws * 


| ing, and diſpatching our Fiſh go on in all Wea- 


vers, All Fiſhing-Veſſels puſh, to get. fiſh, to 
Market; ſo our People, from ſome Parts of our 
Vominions, can he, at the Markets of $pajn, Por- 
"gel, or ah, almoſt as ſoon. as the Dutch can 
kr i Fn, whereby. we, may always fore- 
mem. The Dutch 1 Taxes on Ne- 
| E. 3 ccllaries,. 
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ceſſaries, we need not have any. All which duly 
conſidered, cannot fail ſecuring us this Trade, 
with the Navigation belonging to it. The Sc} 
Iſlanders are expert Fiſhermen, Neceſſity forces 
them to it for their own Supply; but their Pover- 
ty prevents their giving the Trade that Extent 


zbroad it is capable of, and the preſent Clogs up- 


on our Trade cut off the People of England from 


any conſiderable Correſpondence with them, % 


that they are in a manner loſt to each other; 
whereas was our Trade free, the Dutch by ſet. 
tling with us and trading backwards and forwards, 
would create an Intercourſe between the E. 
and the anders, whereby the Stocks of the for— 
mer would aid the Induſtry of the latter, make 
them outdo all Foreigners, and beſides expert 
Fiſhermen render them good Sailors, and ri: 
the greateſt Nurſery for Scamen in the World. 
Ihe Importance of this Fiſhery will appe: 
from the following Authors. In the Memoirs ci 
De IF, x: 24, there is a Quotation from Eis- 
nuel de Meteren, who ſays, That in the Year 
1610, there ſailed from Haollaud in three Days 
* tine. 999 Ships and 1 500 Buſſes for the Hering 
* Fillery,: And he quotes Gerard Malines and >. 
Watter Raleigh, who agree, that the Dales“ fell 
„early 300, 00 Tons of Herrings and {ited 
Fiſh, and that there went out yearly abor* 
© 12,990 Men for the North and Whale Fiſheries :' 
And De Wit, in p. 23, ſays, that Trade and Ne. 
* vigation being increaſed above + ſince that time, 
it is cas to concetve, that the Sea produces year 
J above 300,000 tons of falted Fiſh to th: 
„Pitch. And the Author of the B. ige Le. 
gens, p. 31, informs us, that according to 7:0: 
ky = Calcdlations, the mere Fiſhing trade for Hef, 
ring and Cod, on the Coaſts of EgL, and 
Scotland, employs above 8000 Dutch —_ 05 
| N . y C1101» 
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veſſels. Beſides, this Fiſhery will ſupport our 
Manufactures, as appears from De is, in p. 29, 
bis Words are, © though it appears from Hiſtory 
that many Manufactures were made in the towns 
© of K;/1znd, at the time that the Trade and Na- 
* vigation of Europe were carried on by the Hanſe- 
towns and the Eaſt-country People, and before 
* the Fiſhing and Carrying-trades were eſtabliſhed 
ein the Country; ſo that it might be ſaid, that 
the Navigation has been produced by the Manu— 
* faftories 3 it is nevertheleſs very certain, that 
* the Fiſhery and Navigation give all the Motion 
' to Manufactures, for it is what brings in all raw 
Materials to be worked up in the Country, and 
to ſel] afterwards the Stuffs when they are made, 
by the Scas and Rivers in all foreign Countries.“ 
We ſee then by theſe Reaſons. that the 'Dutch 
can make, with ths greateſt Advantage to them. 
(elves, Sea- Salt, Manuſactvres of Silk, Linen, 
Wool, Hemp for. Cordage, Cables, and Nets; 
beſides the Shipbuilding- trade. 85 

The Reaſons whereof are plain: | 
firſt, A Fiſhery furniſhes a Cargo to purchaſe 
rw, Materials with -inſftead of Money, and pre- 
rents a Nation's being impoveriſhed, and its Manu- 
factories languiſhing through a Scarcity of Money. 
Secondiy, Theſe raw Materials are thereby ren- 
dexed cheaper; for the better Profit the Fiſh give, 
the cheaper the Returns can and wil be afforded, 
the general Profit of the Voyage being computed 

on the fuſt Diſburſe and incidental Charges, 
Thirdly, It affords. a cheap Suſtenance to the 
Poor, whereby Wages and Labour are kept low, 
to the Encouragement of all Trade 
Fourthly, It creates a Multitude of Seamen, 
whereby their Wages are kept low, and of courſe 
Freights, conſequently a great Navigation is main- 
tned, which brings in raw Materials cheap, and 
E 4 carries 
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carries out our Manufactures the ſame, by which 
Means only their Vent can be extended abroad; 
Cauſes of Manufactures. 

Fifthly, It is the Sailor who is the Life of 
Trade; without him the Skill of the Merchant, 
the Beauty and Cheapneſs of the Manufacture, 
and the Quantity of Shipping are uſeleſs and vain, 


therefore the Fiſhery and the Navigation are ue 


Gloder's Speech, Page 28. 


It has been already proved that we can outdo 
the Dutch in the Herring-Fiſhery, conſequently 
we can employ therein more of our Poor than 
they ; let us ſee how many People the Fiſhery em- 
ploys in Holland. De Wit, in his Memoirs, p. 24, 
computes the Fiſhing- trade to give Employment 
to 450, 00 People in the Province of Holland 
The Author of the Britannia Langen, 
p. 37, divides the Employment of the above Pes. 
ple thus: 200,000 Seamen and Fijhers, and 2.59,000 
People more employed at hame about this particular Na- 
ation, making of Fiſhing: Nets, and the curing, a. 
aeri-g, and preparing of the Fiſh. Zealand is not 
included in this Account, though it be a great 
Province for Fiſhers ; nor the Hamburghers, Lu. 
berker:, and Bremers; nor the French Fiſhing Vel. 
ſels that now ſwarm round our Coafts : $0 that 
upon the Whole, it may be ſuppoſed that double 
the above Number of People are employed in this 
Trade by thoſe ſeveral Nations that fiſh upon our 
Coifts, beſides the Greenland Fiſhery. 80 tht 
was our Trade eaſed according to theſe Propoſals, 
this Branch ly would maintain moſt of our pre- 
ſent. Poor, and one Trade belonging to the Fiſh- 
ery is .o caſy, viz. the making Nets, that the moſt 
hCYers er our People may work at it, ſuch ss 
Women, Children, Cripples, and aged People: 
and e Efaßlep dent is 10 reat, that Sir Maler 
Kal, In f 
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hich | 300 Perſons are not able to make one. Fleet of Nets in 

4+. fur. Months time for one . 4 T 

„ © &y vbat has been ſaid it will appear, that a 

"= Free-port-trade will give Employment to all our 

| induſtrious, Poor; therefore the Poor's Rates, ſo 
9 


e of | 

5 great a Burden at preſent, may be quite 

ture, away. The few Gas tions wül ke 

van eallly Friends to make their Caſes known to the 
charitable Rich, whoſe Bounty will be a ſulficient 

td Support when the Objects are few and juſt; MO - 

ently Wl = more want of a proper Application than of Cha- 

"has ry FR at preſent: But all idle Vagrants who 

325 will not work at ome, ſhould: be t : 

oo work abroad. hs ak Ns i 

ment Dirdh, It vill increaſe the Stock of People. 

22 By inviting Merchants to ſettle where Bulineſs 

gtuen, d tranſacted. with ſo little Trouble. 

> Peg- By furniſhing Employment to our own Poor 

0,000 | 

2 Na- 

, or. 
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double 
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30 that e ould have occaſion for more Hands than we 
polals, der yet emp yed, conſequently | ain chen \; for 
r p. i b. a Maxim, in, Trade, That /uch as par {peg 
1e Fiſh- Med un fox People, 25 many vil yaur Peop L bee. 7 
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he could remove thither, live untaxed in that 
plentiful Country under an eaſy Government, and 
add all theſe Savings to his Profits? It would not 
be in the Power of any Laws to keep him at 
home, he would remove, nay fame muſt, for as 
our Manufactures increaſe the Foreign will of 
courſe decreaſe, the Poor want work, and thc 
muſt either ſtarve or fly, and where would the 
Fugitives find an Aſylum ſo inviting as that of 
Britain : Beſides, when we became thoroughly 
verſed in the Linen and Silk-trades, our own 
Supply would not confine us, but we ſhould rival 
other Nations at foreign Markets. 
By gaining the Herring Fiſhery we ſhall gain 
ſome of the Dutch Fiſhers, who will find it morc 
convenient and cheap to remain here than to 9 
home; add to which what is obſerved in Page 52, 
that our on Country being better than lan, 
nothing but our cramping of Trade could keep 
Multitades of its People from us, for who would 
pay heavy Taxes to live in a bad Country, when 
he could live untaxed in a good one? | 
By drawing in foreign Sailors, which is a Con 
ſequence of the Increaſe of Trade and Navigation, 
for our Number of Sailors is even now too ſcanty 
for our confined Trade, as appears by the Diff 
culty of Manning our Ships of War, and the high 
Wages our Merchants give, which latter Tempta- 
tion is defeated by the high Price of all Neceſſa. 
ries; but were: theſe to bear only their natural 
Price, our Pay in our Ships of War would be of 
ſo great Value that we ſhould have the picking of 
all Europe, have no nced:of that arbitrary Exped. 
ent of Pteſſing, for a Free- Port furniſhing Em. 
ployment for more Sailors than We now have, val 
Numbers would: flock here to enjoy our Plenty), 
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Riches, and eafy Government: 


1 * Fourthly, It will increaſe our Riches: | 5 
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By giving a greater Vent to our Manufactures 
by their cheapneſs, Foreigners will be the more 
indebted to us, which muſt be paid in Money or 
in Goods; if in the latter, and they are laid by 
for better Markets, mult reſolve at laſt into more 
Money, by gaining Manufacturers from abroad 
our Wants will grow leſs, conſequently leſs Mo- 
ney need. go out to ſupply them : and it is a fa- 
vourite Maxim in Trade, That a Penny ſaved is ſo. 
much won, Gee in his Diſcourſe on. Trade, Page 
186, computes, That we have one Million of People 
ſuppoſed to be out f work; I have already proved 
that a Free-Port with a reduction of Taxes can 
gire Employment to all our Poor, and the La- 
bour of Individuals makes the Riches of the 
whole, therefore ſuppoſing theſe People to earn 
at a Medium ſix Pound per Annum each, it makes 
ſix Millions, as true as if dug out of a Mine in 
our Country, nay better with regard to the Peo- 
ples Healths. That this is not all Imagination 
will appear by viewing what a Free-Port is capa- 
ble of gaining us in four Branches only, viz. "The 
Herring-Fiſhery, the Woollen, Linen, and Silk 
Manufactures. | | | 

It is proved in Page 101. thatwe can out-do the 
Dutch in the Herring-Fiſhery, the Value whereof 


| will appear from Mr. Smith, in his Book called 


England's Improvements revived ; ho informs us in 
Pages 249 and 250. That he was ſent in 1633 


to Sbetland, to diſcover the manner and way of 
| © Trading; c. and the manner of the Hollanders 
| Fiſhing with Buſſes and other Veſſels, for Ling 
and Cod: And in Page 270 he ſays, That du- 


ring the War between Spain and Holland, the Fiſh- 
0 i N 

ermen agreed among tliemſelves to pay a Dollar 
0 » 4 * « . 

on every Laſt of Herrings, to maintain Ships of 


( 7 . PR «© 
| War to ſecure the Fiſhing, that a Record was 


kept, the Amount of which was 300, O0 Laſt 
5 . 4 Fs 5 
| | G 
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c = Herrings taken in one half Year, which at 4 
« Nedium of the ordinary Prices was Worth five 
0 Millions Sterling; whereunto if we add the 
Cod, Ling, and Hake, and the Fit taken by 
the Hollen and our Neighbours on our Coaſts 
all the Tear Tong, the Total will evidently a. 
rife to above ten Millions Yearly.” 
Now though we may be proved ca- 
pable of gaining the whole of this, I 
ſhall compte our Ce, to be "Ry of 
the Half, or” = L 5,000,009 
If 170,000 of the above Million of 
unemploy ed Poor are Woollen Manu- 
facturers, (though T imagine they muſt 
be much more in the preſent declining 
Condition of that Trade) however, that 
Number carning fix Pound per. Head, 
makes O, cob J. and the Value of the 
Material being comprted at 1 of that, 
or 20000 males altogether 809, 000. 
which as a Free- Port will gain, we may 
ſet down as ſo much additional Profit. 
The Linen } Manufacture that we {hall 
gain, and which we now” buy of Fo- 
reigners, is proved in Page 101 8700 a 
mount to 
The Silk is com 7b 8 -200,000 
T'otal Value of the four Branches 6145 
Trade * gained by a Free-Port 9,000,000 
Tf of this Sum is paid to the Peoples Labour, 
it makes exactly fix Millions, or the Employment 
of one Million '6f People at fi Pounds per Head, 
As to'the Value of the Materials above which 


A K K ð „„ 


areAncluded' in'the Profit, I muſt obſerve that the 


Abatement made in the Value of the Herring- 
Fiſhery doubly over. balances their Value. 
But ir Wilk be. aid, that this proves only the 


rent of Bur own People, but does not 
850 prove. 
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prove that we ſhall draw in Foreigners, or if we 


do, that what, Foreigners come over, will ſtarve 
our Poor, who will have but juſt, F mployment to 
maintain them: To this I anſwer, That the Va- 
e of the Herring-Fiſhery is computed. only at 
the half, our Woollen-Trade is computed only to 
| recover what we have loſt, our Linen and Silk 
| Manufactures. are computed only for our own 
FE Conſumption, but not for what we ſhall export 
| when the Manufactures are well eſtabliſhed ; 

| therefore double the Number computed to be em- 


ployed 1 in theſe. ſeveral Branches of Trade may. be 


| drawn in, there is no Computation for the Im- 


provement à Free-Port will give our Navigation 


and other Branches of Trade, which will all want 
Hands; there is no Computation for the Improve- 
| ment of Trade by. the. Confumption of the one 
| Million of Working- people gaining ſix Pounds per 
| Head, or fix Millions; which makes a wide dif- 
| ference in the Demand. for Neceſſaries, compared 


with the Conſumpyion of one Million of ſtarving 


| aun In ſhort, there is no computing What 


Numbers a Free- Port can maintain here, conſe- 


| quently no aſcertaining the extent of the Riches it 


vill bring in, only this J muſt obſerve that Trade 


| maintains in Holland ſeven times more People than 


the-Land deprived of it could ſubſiſt. | 
Beſides, it is the Nature of Free- port Trades 
o be hoarding up in, cheap times all Sorts of 
Coods, to ſell again when the Markets are or 
ranced, whereby they take Advantage. of the - 
ceflities of all, the World, .and muſt a als im- 
menſe over· halanges beſides. ſupplying their on 
Wants; and; if the Goods are only for : oreign 
Account, when + one conſiders What à pal Jam 
the Freights, Boatthire, Porterage, 400 
Warchouſe- -rent,; - Merchants  Commiltion, AN 
often Package and Goopcrage, be fare 155 85 
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are ſent out again do amount to, it muſt be con. | bear, 
cluded, that the univerſal Storehouſe of a Free. ME Land: 
port muſt bring a vaſt Profit to a Country. . 
I do not pretend to ſay what part of the above. Trade 
mentioned nine Millions will remain here, doubtieg WM tain, v 
a great part of it muft go away again to purchaſe WP Empl 
foreign Neceſſaries, Materials of Manufacture, or Increa 
Goods to lay by upon Speculation, for to think ty Mone) 
drain all Europe of its Money, were an Abſurdity, Wi of Lan 
Foreigners cannot take more Goods of us thin Cauſe 
they can pay for with Money or Goods, either of est; t 
which are ſolid Advantages ; but this I dare ven- the Va 
ture to affirm, That by a Free-Port Trade it |; Objc 
impoſſible but that the general Balance mult be made | 
greatly in our Favour, and a great part of the Gold ior tha 
and Silver brought yearly to Europe, fall to ou Miſ"is 7ra 
Share. : | ſelf thu 
Fiſthly, It will increaſe the Value of our Lands, . Bu 
By increaſing Trade, which carries off our 8. ©2dir 
perſſuities, furniſhes Employment, conſequent! i Cn 
a Livelihood for our Poor, and eaſes the Land of Wi lies, 
the Burden of maintaining them; increaſes the Wi luitab 
Stock of People, which of courſe increaſes the . de the 
Demand for Neceſſaries and Materials of Mani- 4 ines | 
facture, and the greater the Demand, the greater . #45 
Price will the Produce of Lands bear; it 1s Pe- the ut 
. LT IF 
ple that trade and bring in Money, and the mot vigh J 
People there are in the Nation to do it, the mot ? 
Money will be brought in, and the more Money Bl ein 
the People have, the better Price will the Product Wi lor thi 
of Lands bear: In all Countries the natural Price ff l N 
of home Commodities is according to theirPlct- conſeg 
ty, and the proportion of Money that Trade ci. French 
catates; and the more of it is circulating, the be. Pur y 
ter Rent can the Farmers afford te give for the iſ bulls, 
Lahds; add to which, that it is People with 2 th 
plenty of Money that improve Lands, and the 7 5 
Hirt, 


more they are improved the better Rents 1 
$55 ear 
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bear, which in Purchaſe increaſes the Value of 


con- 
Free. Land. 


6: The Gradations from the Encouragement of 
| Trade to the Benefit of Lands are folid and cer- 


hows: | 
105 | tin, vix. Whatever cauſes Trade employs the Poor, 
"chaſs Employment increaſes the Stock of People, the 
re, Or Increaſe of employed People cauſes an Increaſe of 


Money, the Increaſe of Money cauſes the Value 
of Lands to riſe. A Free- Port is proved to be the 
Cauſe of Trade, which is the Cauſe of all the 
reſt; therefore a Free-Port is a great Increaſer of 
the Value of Lands. | 

Objections againſt a Free-Port here having been 
made by Faſbua Cee, an Author of good Credit, 
for that reaſon muſt not be left unanſwered ; in 
bis Tra? on Trade, Page 165, he expreſſes him- 
ſelf thus: | 

But to think it would be an Advantage for a 


unk to 
dit); 
3 than 
ther of 
re ven. 
e it is 
Nuſt be 
1c Gold 
to our 


3.9 | 
1 “ trading Nation to admit ail manner of foreign 
vent; Commodities to be imported free from all Du- 
Land of (ties, is an unaccountable Notion, and till leſs 
ales the ſuitable to the Circumſtances of our Iſland than 


do the Continent; for we have no Inland Coun- 
tries beyond us (as they have) with whom we 
may carry on Trade by Land; but what is of 
the utmoſt, Conſequence to us, is, that by laying 
F bigh Duties we are always able to check the Va- 
nity of our People in their extreme Fondneſs of 
wearing exotick Manufactures: For were it not 
| lor this Reſtraint, as our Neighbours give much 
leſs Wages, to their, Workmen than we do, and 


aſes the 
P Manu 
> greater 
t 1s Peo- 
rhe moi 
he moi 
e Monty 
Product 
iral Price 


acir Plet: conſequently can fell cheaper, the :{tal:ans, the 
rade d. Heneh, and the Durch would have continued to 
the bei. Pour upon us their Silks, Paper, Hats, Druggets, 

7 ä At. | . 
e for the Stuffs, Ratteens, and even Spaniſb Wool Gloths:? 
ple . . the following Remarks may ſerve for 
an the on 2 37% 1 11017 210 7400 4 
ents the e, © But to think it would be an Advantage for 
beal any 
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© Duties: is an unaccountable Notion.” I ſhal 


© their Trade abſolutely requires it.“ And apain, 


© would underſell them and ruin their Trafick 


the following. Words. As Holland is a Maga 


© every. where their Debtors, and Money 
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* any trading Nation to admit all manner of fo. . D 
* reign Commodities to be imported free from al M 3 
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prove this Notion to be highly beneficial even 
from, this ſame Author, who in Page 164, ſays, 
© The Dutch Duties are ſmall, and the Nature of 


© They know very well, that if they ſhould loa! 
their Imports with Duties, other trading Places 


that way.” The Duties on the Imports in H. 
land are a mere Trifle, the Nature of all Trade 
abſolutely fequires it, v:z. not to be underſold. 
The Dutch know it, and by practiſing what they 
know, prevent the Ruin of their Trade; if this h 
an unaccountable Notion the Reader will judge 
from this ſame Author again, who, in Page 191, 
ſhews the Confequence of theie wiſe Maxims in 


© zine or Collection of all the Products and Manu: 
© factures of the World, which they diſperſe al 
over Europe, the Merchants and Shopkeepers art 


brought them from almoſt. all Countries. Gu 
here confeſſes that by their univerſal Storehoult, 
the Duleb have every. where a, Balance in their & 
vour and the Purport of his Whole Bor 1s 0 
prove how greatly the Balance of i rad lies againl 
us: With what Conſiſtency then can ie argue 

ſt our adopting ſome of thoſe. wiſe B. ering 
the Dutch take to procure themſelves iuch Adar 


Secondly, © And ſtill leſs fuitable t the Circus 
©:Fances of our Hand than to the Continent; 5 
e have no inland Countries beyond us (as tis 
( have) with whom we may cay on Trade u 
Land.“ But we have in our three Nute 
large populous) Inland Country of our dunn 
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| the Dutch have not) to ſupply with Neceſſaries and 


f fo. 


2m all laterials in the cheapeſt manner, or elſe we raiſe 
hall me Prices of our Manufactures to the Prejudice 

even of their Sale, beſides the ſupplying our vaſt Poſ- 
lays, N (:fions in America. But no Inland Trade can be 


ure of 
gain, 
d load 
Places 
raffick 


compared to the Free- Port Trade, any more than 
an Inland Country Town can be to the Sea. Ports 
Jof Landon and Amſterdam, or the Navigation of 
the Rhine and Jas to that of the Balticb or Medi. 
Lerranean ; for a Free-Port muſt have a Finger in 


in Hie a the Trade of the World, even in all thoſe In- 

Trad: land Continent Trades that Gee ſo much priſes, 

lerſold. boi, by trading to and ſupplying the Sea-Ports 

at ter that are the Inlets thereof in all Countries, and 

& ibis te cheaper we can come to Market, and with 

1 judge ine beſt Aſſortments, which a Free-Port Trade 
ze 191, only can effèct, the more of that Inland-Conti- 

XIms il 


nent Trade muſt we have, the more Vent for our 
Planufactures, and the greater Navigation. 
| Thirdly, But what is of the utmoſt Conſe- 
F quence to us, is, That by laying high Duties, 


1 Maga 
d Manu- 


perſe all 


pers e we are always able to check the Vanity of our 
oney s People in their extreme Fondneſs of wearing 
es, C exotick Manufactures. Oer fays, We are al- 
\rehouity Mays able, high Duties, to check the Vanity of our 


tek, &c. The great De Wit, in his Memoirs; 


JUS: 1s agg. 170, fays juſt the contrary, For it is generally 
es agen, that theſe grrat and too exceſſtve Cuſtoms fall of 
argues emſelves ;\ the "Reaſon whereof is obvious, the 
Mew 


| ligher the Duties, the more Profit by Smuggling. 
pxtteme Fondneſs checked, naturally breaks out 
to Madneſs, which appears at Court every Gala 
Day in the Number of French Brocades and Trim- 
rings then worn, when that Perſon is - thought 


h n Advar 


Circum 
nent; 


s (as tied te happieſt who hath the moſt and deareſt French 
Trade HM opperies. But What will put this Affair quite out 
age f queſtion, will be the Conſideration of the: Ba- 
wn (98 ce of our Trade with France; (which hall be 


hereafter 
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hereafter treated on;) if it is min our firgyp 
than formerly, then Gees Opinio 4 11 in”) 
; * ; p41 
and the Efficacy of Reftraints and (uit ns 


D 
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appear; but if the Reverie appears, we za) lately rares 
conclude they have none. Eiens, 
Fourthly, For wer? it not for this Reſtraint. r forei 
In the Memoirs of De Mit, p. 34, it is fa, nu ics we 
Reſtraint 1s aways hartful to Trade; the Real Ne fave 
whereof is plain, for Nature has given vario things | 
| Products to various Countries, and thereby hm Haxe o. 
ls Mankind in an Intercourſe to ſupply each othes e dea 
9 Wants: To ttempt to ſell our Products, but 6 aving 
fl buy little or none from Foicigners, is attempting Mind a va 
4 an Impoſſibilit/, acting contrary to the Intent of Nut not 
4 Nature; cynic:liy and abſurdly; and, as ours is me Pe 
Wl a populous manufacturing Country, highly preju- We {mug 
1 dicial to our own Intereſts: For could we railc all Nies, bu 
, Neceſſaries and Vanities within ourſelves, this u. addition 
ith tercourle deſigned by Nature would be deſtroyed; Me Pric 
Wa and then, how is a Navigation, our only Zvi WWHead, 
1 wark, to be maintained? To ſell all, and by n our 
We. none, is to have no Back- carriage, no Freighs n our 
ll home; if ſo, this will raiſe the Freights outwards; Miſſeertain| 
9 a Veſſel that makes but one Freight out and home, Vill pz. 
1 muſt make that one pay all the Wages, \\'car a Wo them 
ki Tear, Charges, and Living-proitt, conteguent!y ax ONC 
lj makes our Goods come dearer to Market, and ts Heign M 
# turally ſtops their Sales, by which in time Freight Rain up! 
4 outwards would be as much wanted as F rcig"s ihe pret 
i home, and our Trade muſt be deſtroyed, ht bis ſin 
1 where Freights are to be had out and home, the t being 
# eaſe, each other, conſequently bring Goods cicaſ» Wihanufa 
I'M er to Market; and the encouraging our People 37 {Planta 
i the utmoſt Freedoms in Trade, will enable then, N des 
lj by cheap Labour to carry all Manufactures we dt Bipill be 
naturally capable of to the utmoſt Height, and Linen 


Woo 


N oft * 
them Foreigners could not hurt us, no Rel L 
&NCN 3 


being ſo effectual as cheap Prices; and to aten a 
; | mol 
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more is laying our People under Diſhculties by 
ares to no purpoſe ; as ſuppoſe, for inſtance, 
e ſhould take it into our Heads, in ſpite of all 
Taxes and Diſadvantages, to make all our own 
& inns, and, in order to reſtrain the Importation 
Lf foreign Linens, put on them all the ſame Du- 
ics we lay on the French; well now, Money is to 
de faved to be ſure! the Poor employed, and fine 
Pings done; but alas! this Reſtraint will not 
make our own Labour one Farthing cheaper, but 
the dearer; for our own Linen Manufacturers 
Eaving a Monopoly againſt the reſt of the People, 
end a vaſt Demand will certainly raiſe their Prices; 
put not being able to ſupply Quantities ſufficient, 
{ome Foreign may pay the high Duties, ſome will 
de imugpled and fold cheaper than what pays Du- 
ties, but Rill dearer than before the laying on this 
additional Duty, which we-will ſuppoſe to advance 


You 
iumpdh 
pn, 
yl G 


A L mg 


j lately 


11. 
5 1 ' 
Rea 
Vario 0s 
by Klit 
1 oOtherz 
2mytino 
4 2 
tent ot 
Ours 18 
Y preſu- 
ralte all 


this In- 


trove; He Price of Linens to the People only 1 5s. per 
iy ebend. Is not this laying a Duty of 15s. per Head 
ind bay en our Woollen, Silk, and Iron Manufacturers, 
Frcichs n our Sailors, on our Labourers of all forts ? 
Ward; Nertainly it is. Do the ſame in favour of Iron, it 
a 2070, ill prove a Tax on the reſt, and ſo of any one 


ear and 

. 1 

eguenty 
+ 


ff them. Do the ſame by them all, and they all 
ax One another, all raiſe each others Prices at fo. 


and un eigen Markets, and ſtop their Sales; Foreigners 
Frelgas in upon us; we diſtreſs our whole Trade upon 
Frcigis e pretence of gaining only a ſingle Branch, and 
d. but bis ſingle Branch will grow till dearer, becauſe 
ne, tity : being a Burden on the Woollen, Silk, and Iron 


8 cheap⸗ 
eople oy 
le them, 
s We ab 


Manufaturers, Sailors and Labourers, the Linen 
Manufacturers will pay dearer for thoſe Goods, 
pay dearer Freights, dearer for all Neceſſaries; it 
, and Pl Linen dearer to Woollen. 175-70 £14 
Gu : . : IN 
Reſtraint Woollen dearer to Line. I 
atem Linen and Woollen dearer to Silix. 
wy Silk 


D. 
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Silk dearer to Woollen and Linen, Le oer 
Linen, Woollen, and Silk dearer to Iron. e 
Iron dearer to Silk, Woollen and Linen, Cuſtoms 
Linen, Woollen, Silk, and Iron dearer to Sailors, 2 15 
Sailors dearer to Iron, Silk, Woollen and Linen. 15 0 
Linen, Woollen, Silk, Iron, and Sailors, deu“ L 
to Labour. Innually 


Jens, an 
f this! 
Feople 

hich th 


Labour dearer to Sailors, Iron, Silk, Woolley 
and Linen. 

The dearer our Linens grow, the more Fo. 

reigners will ſmuggle in upon us and ſtifle yur Fi. 


6 # o ; *1 | 0 0 : 1 e reſe 
brick, all our Artifices will prove vain to maintzn WR f 

.* * * b 7 ould b 

it, and, after injuring all our other Trades, fin4 er Gol. 


to our coſt, That nothing but Freedom can b. 


Wnly tha 
eure Trade. | 40 8 
By the above Account may be alſo ſeen, hoer 


prolifick the Miſchiefs of our Reſtraints by Cul 
toms are to Trade; how our many Taxes 
Commodities are oppreſlive ; how they add a 
Artificial Price to Goods; how our Country hi 
grown univerſally dearer, without being richcr; 
and how Foreigners ruin our Trade, who (v1 
ſeeing through our mean Deſigns of engroſſing 
every thing, grow angry, and ſtir up their Co. 
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door we 
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Vine, | 


vernments to diſtreſs us in their turn by an 1. 1.7 
creaſe of Duty, which a little can effet; for r with 


our Goods ore already too dear, a ſmall Addition 
makes them exceſſively ſo, or by eaſing thel 
Trade, which we ſhamefully neglect. Has tit 
Linen Manufacture in Englazd increaſed by it 
Prohibition of French Linens and high Duties c 
German, Dutch, and Flemiſh ?. So far from it, that 
it is decreafed by ohr dear Labour, Taxes, and 

ifadvantages ; Scotland and Treland attempt | 
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with ſome Succeſs by their cheap Laboe ® Bi ©, ,, 
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Beſides, the diſcouraging, to a, great degree the 
e of Foreign Products by the Reſtraint of high 
atoms, is prejudicial, though the contrary is 
be common received Opinion, ariling from a 


alors, mean Selfiſhneſs that would let none live hut it- 
* lf; as for inſtance, Suppoſe Portugal to take 
 Cearer i 


Bnnually to the Value of 800,000]. of our Wool- 
lens, and pay it all in Wines, What is the Reſult 
e this? Why nothing more but that our rich 
People drink ſuch an Amount of Woollens, 
ich they would not conſume otherwiſe ; double 
te preſent Duty on that Wine, thinking that leſs 
pould be drank, and we ſhould drain Portugal of 
ker Gold; fee what would be the Conſequence, 
Paly that the King of Portuagl would raiſe the Dus 
tics on Engliſßb Woollens, already too dear. 
Tower the Duties to the French and Dutch, 
00,000 J. per Annum would be uncirculated a- 


Yoollen 


ore Fo- 
Our Fa- 
maintain 
des, find 
can fe. 


en, hoy 
by Cul 


my " WW 0ngft us, the Price of Wool muſt ſink, where- 
4 * che French and Dutch would get it eaſier to ruin 
mY he reſt of our Trades; about 100,000 of our 
J FICNCT 1 

2 


oor would be deprived of a diligent Subſiſtence, 
nd come upon their Pariſhes for an idle Mainte- 
ice, While perhaps at the ſame time Portugal 
Vine, by its Dearneſs, would become more faſh- 
nable, great Quantities would be drank and paid 
Fr with our Money, and inſtead of our draining 
be Portugueſe, be drained by them. | 
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"oe 18 yet Would have done well to have 77 out 

e er why our Neighbours give leſs Wages, 
MF" cone: . * 

Beſde ML  © quently can ſell cheaper, and ſince he 


has 


Fifthh,, As our Neighbours give much leſs 
Wages to their Workmen than we do, and.con« 
[quently can ſell cheaper, the Italian, the 
French, and the Datch, would have continued to 
pour upon us their Silk, Paper, Hats, Prug- 
get,, Stulfs, Ratteens, and even Spanih-wogl 


o 
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has not done it, I ſhall attempt it. As the J 


| F port 
N are more remote, and pay dearer Freights on t ment 
5 Goods to England than the French and Du d Lebe 
I Neighbours, I ſhall confine myſelf wholly to t +; tt; 
4 latter. - | Fi 
j The Reaſon why the French work cheaper tal —par' 
N we, is the care their Government takes of H. the 
. « . a 
taxing many Neceſſaries of Life, or Materials Hu we 
Manufacture, but that the Manufacturers ſhall . in 
ſupplied with them in the cheapeſt manner; her. Hai: 
by Neceſſaries bearing only their natural Price Hade! 
they can afford to work and ſell cheaper than ve; Hine he 
it is the Taxes that make the difference. To proofMecellh: 
this I ſhall quote the Author of the Fame er Tra 
called, Obſervations en Britiſh Vol, publiſhe! "Wc 
1739, ſaid to be wrote by a Perſon ſent abro:iſfkces of 
by the Miniſtry to inquire into the State cf 7 he ! 
Woollen Manufactories among our Neighbour Wrfactur 
and what Wool was ſmuggled to them; be n 
forms us in Page 8, That the French {cn ry the F 
*' Quantities of Stuffs, Stockings, Sc. to du curer, 
* Portugal, and Italy, and underſell us 10 or ' 2 /oods. 
Cent. And in p. 21, The Reaſon that Goods ae has n 
to be bought cheaper in France than in Enelaud Wrawbac 
* becauſe the Labour is 4 cheaper there.” And Ss Coals 
accounts for Labour's being + cheaper there ns. int 
28 ; © At Liſe the Magiſtrates have built a to. ect, Po 
© houſe, in a convenient part of the "Town, have 
© Stories high; in the upper Rooms of it t1:c) 1Wonopol 
Wheat, Rye, Barley; and in the Cellars "8 He m. 
lay Wine, Oil, and Brandy: Thoſe Goss Sorts 
bought up when they are cheap, and fo 109) ch, Fr, 
* the Markets are ſhort, and Goods begin to Wonopoh 
© in the Price, then the Storchouſe is opened Wiſe muſt 
the Poor, that they may buy what they hae f ckings 
caſion for at the old Market Price. Ibis v1 ere c. 
* houſe was built ſince the Woollen Manutaci ud fell 
E q 


hath ſo increaſed in this Town, in orc! 0 em! 
« NO} 


Pp 
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0 a 
Val port that Fabrick, which is a great Encourage- 
on tier ment to the Manufacturers, and a Means to keep 
uch H Labour low. All other things that are needful 
to the WG the Poor are alſo cheap in proportion, as Can- 
des, Oil, Sope, Sc. : 
per ten Far from raiſing their Prices with Taxes, as we 
of nus, their Study is to make Neceſſaries cheap; and 
eriels n we wonder that they beat us by 10 or 12 per 
mall be . in the Markets of Hain, Portugal, and Italy? 
; when. Haring ſhewn how the French run away with our 
il Price rrade by reaſon of our heavy Taxes, I ſhall exa- 
han weine how the Dutch though the moſt taxed in the 
To pra eceſſanies of Life of any People, beat us out of 
r 2rooble er Trade too, by ſtating the Diſadvantages of an 
liſhed ir Woollen Manufacturer, and the Advan- 
it abro:Wices of a Dutch one. 
te of 1:1 i'he Difadvantages of an Engliſßb Woollen Ma- 
ibo facturer are, 1. That he muſt buy Bread made of 
: he %% Corn, though dearer than Foreign, where- 
{end uche Farmer has a Monopoly againſt the Manu- 
to Saß eurer, and all Monopolies enhance the Prices of 
| Or | 2 0055. 2. He has no Drawback on his Corn. 3. 
Goods «ic has no Drawback on his Malt. 4. He has no 
*no/aud, Wrawback'on his Leather. 5. He pays a Duty on 
„and 1005 Coals of 10 s. per Chaldron in London, and 


there in! 
lt a Stout 
Pow, MH 
"xi they N 


ellars the 


. in the Out-Ports. 6. He muſt buy Engliſb 
ect, Pork, Mutton, Lamb, and Butter, tho” he 
n have 1r;/þ cheaper, whereby the Grazier has a 
onopoly againſt him, to make his Meat dear. 
He muſt buy Fiſh caught by Hritiſb (except a 


Goss Sorts) though he can have it cheaper from the 
fo e, French, &c. whereby the Fiſherman has a 
gia to W0n0poly againſt him to make his Fiſh dear. 8. 
opened muſt not buy foreign Hats, Cloths, Stuffs, 
ey bare e ckings, or any courſe. Woollens for his Uſe 


Tis Stat 


1 yt 
PTL i 
Taguiat 


at are cheaper now than Engliſb, even though he 
ud fell his own to greater Advantage than wear- 
; them himſelf, whereby theſe ſeveral Branches 

have 
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have a Monopoly againſt each other, and the rege 
the Nation, to make all forts of Clothing dea. 
9. He muſt not buy French Linens for his (5; 
though ever ſo cheap, whereby the other Linen 
Countries have a Monopoly againſt him to ma 
his Linen dear. 10. He muſt not buy for his tj; 
foreign Shearmens Shears, Iron, or Tin Were, 
though ever ſo cheap, whereby thoſe Manufactur. 
ers have a Monopoly againſt him. to male his Iron 
of Tin-Wares dear. 11. He may not have fever; 
ſorts of Goods imported for his Uſe bought at the 
cheapeſt Market, but only at the viual Port of 
Shipping ( Vide the Index to the Book of Rates, 
Goods Inwards,” Article 6.) whereby thoſe Coun. 
tries have a Monopoly againſt him to make thoſe 
Goods dear. 12. He may not have thoſe above 
Goods ſhipped at the cheapeſt Freights, but mult 
be ſhipped on Britiſb Ships, or Ships of the Coun- 
try, and at the uſual Port of Shipping, whereby 
thoſe Ships have a Monopoly againſt him to make 
thoſe..Goods ſtill dearer. 13. He has heavy Cul: 
toms to pay on the Oil and Sope he vſcs in manu. 
facturing his Goods, which helps to advance thei 
Dearneſs. 14. And laſtly, He has long expenſit 
Land-Carriges to pay .ta London, the chief Marbe 
for his Goods, the Navigation of our Rivers not 


being ſufficiently improved. 


A Dutch Woollen Manufacturer is in a Situation 
juſt the Reverſe of this; his Advantages are, l. 
That he may buy always the cheapeſt Corn tha 
can be got to make Bread, has no Corn-Monopol 
on him. 2. He has 5s. per Quarter Drawback ol 
Engliſh Wheat; computing Freight, Charges, ant 
Profit on it, at 3 6. per Quarter, he is fed by the 
Engliſb cheaper than their own People by 25"! 
every Quarter of Wheat. 3. He has 25. 04 
per Quarter Drawback on Engliſh Malt, to mak 
if poſlible, his Drink come as cheap to him 25 
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Monopoly agalolt! him in this Caſe. 
are all thofe Goods ſpecified in the © Index to 
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He has 1 d. per Pound Drawback on 
Enclijh 1 5. He has Brin; Coals at 3 5, 
ur Chaldron Duty, which is 2 5. cheaper than the 


Out-Ports, and 7 s. cheaper than the Londoners. 


6, He may: buy Beef,.&c. in Ireland, or any Coun- 
ts where it can be had cheapeſt, * no Mono- 
po oly on him in this Caſe. - 7. He may buy Fiſh 


| of any that ſell cheapeſt, has no Monopoly on 


him in this -Caſe. 8. He may buy and wear th 

che2 "eſt Woollens he can get from any bonn 
ty; and if he can buy Cloth for his Uſe at 4 5. 
ter Yard, he will, provided he can ſell his own of 
5 f. per 'Yard Value with the uſual Profit, no 
Branch of the Trade has a Monopoly againſt the 
ci? of the People. . He may buy the cheapeſt 
Linens he can get, no Countiy Bas a Monopoly 
againſt him in this Cafe. 10. He may buy the 
cbeapeſt Iron and Tin Wares he can get, has no 
11. He may 


whe Book of Rates in Article 6. of Goods In- 
„wards /e bought where cheapeit, no Country ha- 
i: Monopoly againſt him. 12. He may have 
Liberaboze.Goods inipped on the che apc! t fail- 
mu: no Shipping having a Monopo iy © againſt 
bim. 1 2. He has Cuſtoms {> 1 light, that they are 
2 mere Tri, has not the Prices of bis Goods 
mited by the heavy Cuſtoms on his Oil and Sope. 
1% He:has _ Waters Carri age almoſt N 
meren. {ns | 
Hall now prove, that was our Trade quite fed ee, 
w Nation could hurt our Stapie, the Wochen 
enutactars, and that f Cheapnels pours ET 
Gead; to a Country, We foul 1 do it n the 
French 210 Dutch, inltead of they on us ' 3 contte- 
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By the abovementioned Obſervations 


on Britih Wool, we find that the French Oi 
can ſend to Spain, Portugal, or Italy, 50 850 
Stuffs that ſhall now colt in England 1001, T7] 
cheaper by 10 or 12 per Cent. ſay 12 per ft 
Cent. cheaper, or at / 38 prere 
In Page 64, I have proved that above EW 
half the preſent Value of our Woollen Frm 
Goods is fictitious, that our Taxes, Mo- | cher 
nopolies, and Ill-judged Laws advance Leut ta 
the natural Value of our Woollen Goods Sil 
above 104 per Cent. and that the true na- ebe 
tural Value of 100 J. worth of Woollen brain 
Goods at preſent is but 49 J. bema 

So that were our Taxes, Monopolies, their 
and IIl- judged Laws removed, 50 Stuffs | until 5 
that now coſt 100/. might be ſent to been 
Market at | 40 BW rc 


—— — 


The Difference is „ 39 
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29 J. charged by French or Dutch Taxes and na. 
tural Diſadvantages on 49 /. is an Advance of al- 
molt 80 per Cent. on the Engliſb Price. 

Therefore the French and Dutch, who now beat 
us by 10 or 12 per Cent. might be beat by us cx. 
ceſſively; they could not ſel! Woollens at au 
foreign Market until all ours are ſold, much les 


pour them in here to ruin our Manufactorics, : [Teas an 
Gee imagined ; but the reſt of their Trace n ſe were 
decline greatly wherever we came in competiie: ey to 
with them, and where would be the Nation u Pofactur 
Europe that could hurt us? 3 LWo 
By this it appears, that it is only our 1/1 Reb, Hirt, 
'ations of our Trade that give theſe Nations 4) Bir the 
Advantages againſt us, The in Nati 
ne Second 
nult ine 
00ds, 
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Theſe Taxes and Diſadvantages are the Cauſes 
| of the Decline of our Woollen Manufactory; 
| the only way to reſtore it is by removing them. 
Theſe Taxes and Diſadvantages are the Cauſes 

of the Smuggling of our Wool; the only way to 
prevent it ĩs by removing them; and until they are 
removed, it will be in vain to think of monopo- 
ling the Manufacture of it by Regiſtries or idle 
schemes, made in Reſtraint of the Effects, with- 
| Out taking away the Cauſes. | 
| Silks and Paper are ſtill poured in upon us, and 
the boaſted Benefit to the Woollen Trade by Re- 
ſtraints at preſent is a Farce; for as our foreign 
Demand declines, our People naturally turn all 
| their Stocks to ſupply the Home-Conſumption, 
| until it is ſo overglutted that great Quanties have 
been fold for leſs than they coſt making, or at 
Hench Prices, which muſt break an over-taxed Eu- 
ei man. Our People manufacture neater than any 
{ 39 Wi Felt and Wool, ſo that foreign Hats, Cloths, 
| Cc. being ill made, ſuit not the Engliſb Taſte ; for 
and na ich reaſon, if it ſhould take ten Years time to 
of al- break the Remainder of our Clothiers, their Stocks 
would fell fo cheap that the French could do very 
ittle during that time; but afterwards, by getting 
ſome of our fugitive Manufacturers to improve 
their own People, and underſelling us ſo vaſtly, 
ey will run Woollen Goods as much as they do 
[Teas and Brandies now, and reduce us to tlie State 
le were formerly in with reſpect to Flanders, viz. 
icy to buy our raw Wool, and return it us in Ma- 
palactures improved three times its firſt Value. 
I'wo more Objections may be made. 
Firſt, That it ſeems contrary to Reaſon to take 
it the Duties or Prohibitions on the Goods of 
ing Nation that will not do the fame by ours. 
decoy, That the Balance againſt us with France 
wit increaſe by taking off the Duties on French 
ods, . | TO 
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To the firſt Objection Janſwe LE We reg 
to Duties, it is alrcady proved Res deſtr Py 
and conſtant Experience ſhews us that Free Por 
increaſe it. If other Nations will deſtroy their Tra 1 
ours muſt riſe upon their Ruins; and would i; p 
be abſurd for us to refuſe, by een Coney: 
to increaſe ours? 1 our Enemies will commit tuch 
Follies, why ſhovid we? or rather, couid u win 
them to do Worſe? 

Nothing makes a Country” s Goods ſo cheap es 
Free Port, conſequently the fewer foreign Cobd, 
could be e, here; more might be impolted 
to lay by for better Markets, the Profits on Ahe 
muſt demich us; for the cheaper c our Goods : re the 
greater Vent they wall DAVE 3 and the Lisher d 
Duties Foreigners lay on them, the more und. 
ſmuggled upon them. 

Beſides, thoſe Nations that are our Rival 11 
Trade, and Pert! in keeping 8 uſt oms 
Goods, perſiſt alſo in refuſing to mak their Cn 
try an Vniverſal Starchouſe, deny their ve ie 48 
Advantage of it, and force their Guſtomers ) buy 
at other Markets thoſe Goods they tay Lien 


Cuſtoms on to prevent their coming in. 1:2 
Mercer, being a Weaver, ſhould refute to a: am 


12 


into Eis Shop Damaſks, becauſe he did not 35: 


the ig and think thereby 10 impr ove the \ cht 01 


4 
* * 


Nil bs iS | 


bis other Silks, he would ſoon find his ! 
for this 5 bar 
Pamaſſs, would be in nportuned and induce, f och 
to ſave themielves trouble, to by N other Silks tie) 
wanted at the ſame time, The Britiſß Merci 
Volg p. 298, remarks, that it is natarel 11% 
to: buy every thing we want at the 2 Shop wit | 
1 we gare obliged to buy any thing.“ And wn! 

t be range if andther hercer, 5 ee. 
Ws ee ſhould be angry with ſuch a 7 
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errd I: Keen uſe he refuſed to admit his Damaſks, and 
ace, i ocby drive away his Trade to thoſe general 
Pots 1 1 that were Wile 1 


enough to im prove pon 
rade, | their Errors, by admitting every Hu ing that could 
it not ſold vith Profit? The Caſe is the fame wit 
4 4 be 310 \y 11 1 10 17 o is Tia w Wi il 


— 0 ; 5 N Natio! 518 

— | ' Cuſtoms on foreign Goods hurt ourſelves more 

- 1% WF thin Foreigners, thongh our Falls Notions of 
Trade make us think the covtrary, by confining 


Q x1 


13% Wi our Tl a Hts to the Seller, with Sa regardingthe 


| e 
Buyer, who being our own Subject, Huld be the 
p01 ol Perſon ma The | confic idered 3: As £5 aw in the 


r 
j.4 ; 2 8 * * jy 1 » * 7 t- NAT? . 8 1 7 "i, br £ «44 
0 Iv I Cale O1 177! 5 Oil 7 We Ve 1101 d Duty On it, 110 
1 i n 0 1 f 
e N doubt to reta llate on the 05717 111 fe Duties they 
N +420 1 aa. II/ A) 17 4- 71 1 Ac 
OY y on our Woollens; but whom aces our Duty 
„lle | . 1 1. N. x * 3 , "oſs 7 : 
Ni affect? not the Spaniard. it cannet hurt him; 5 10 
1 po 


5 

* 

l, has parted with his Pro- 
: ? 
[ G 


ung more to do with it: 

8 ON-ON But it is the Egli Merchant whoſe Property on 
1 Cas Payriient this Oil becomes, and which might be 
le Reg Eugliſs Oil, for ſuch in reity it then 15:3 
8 19.0%) he is cramped by this Duty, part of his Capital in 
la) 1 1 Trade 15 taken away to pay it, the Iatereſt or 
n. Me vhich, and Officers Fees in and out, make the Gil 
to an: = to export, he is not allowed that Profir, 
not e he mi t tell at home, and mult ſhift the Load front 
Nen | 1; Who 11 lders on the Man: facto rer WW hn uſes it, 
lee abe on the 1 whereby our Goods 2 are 
lac *- il tenvcred dearcr, and leſs capable of Exportation. 
% Me Here is a tt on a foreign Commodity indeed, 
$11.35 5-7 Bi der to be patd by our own People - *tis their Feet 
e are intangled in the Net laid for the 9 FRtAras, 
rel 105.7 With regard to a Prohibition, this acknowied- 
10D ces ine Goods it is laid on to be good and cheap, 
nd Vit 


otherwiſe it were needleſs; for what Trader wilt 


ng 04trs buy bal or dear Goods if he can get better or 
3 gespet, and they muſt be neceſſary, otherwiſe 
> £2.65 


=; would not be demanded, conſequently would 
4 not 
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not be imported; for who will import Goods where 
there is no Demand? : + : — 

A Prohibition on the Goods of any one Nation 
gives a Monopoly to other Nations that raiſe the 
like Growths ; thus the Prohibition on Spaniſp Oil 
gives a Monopoly to Galipoly, all Monopolies raiſe 
the Prices of Goods; thus Galipoly Oil, that before 
our Spari/h Prohibition was fold for 15 to 16 Du— 
cats the Salm, is thereby raiſed to 26 and 27 Du- 
cats; and the fame muſt be the Caſe with ll o. 
ther Sorts of Goods uſed inſtead of Spaniſh, where: 
by the Merchants Profit on the advanced Price, 
and that of the ſeveral Tradeſmen whoſc Hands 
theſe Goods paſs through, muſt further enhance 
their Price vaſtly to the Conſumer ; which fince 
my making this Remark, hath been verified by a 
Petition of the Clothiers of Stroud - Ii aten (und of 
moſt of our Clothing Towns) preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons, Feb. 2, 1742. complaining 

that ſince the Prohibition the Price of Oil is ad- 
vanced from no leſs than 261. to 60 J. a Tun. 

But it will be objected that on the Declaration 
of War, Spain prohibited our Goods. | 

To which I anſwer, That heavy Taxes with 
many other Difficulties are the Conſequences of 
War, and in a time of ſuch a general Calamity, 
is i not abſurd to diſtreſs our Trade in making our 
People buy bad or dear Goods of Foreigners, by 
a Prokibition againſt any one Nation, which other 
Nations having the like Commodities, take the 
Adyantage of and raiſe their Prices upon us? 45 
not this adding an unneceſſary Tax upon our Peo- 
ple, whereby they grow ſooner impoveriſhed anc 
unable to ſupport a War? If the Spaniards wil 
commit ſuch Blunders, why ſhould we imitate 
them? oo i 1 | 

Trade cannot, will not be forced, let other 
Nations prohibit by what Severities they pots 
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Intereſt will prevail; they may Embarraſs their 
own Trade, but cannot hurt a Nation whoſe Trade 
is free, ſo much as themſelves, Spain has prohi- 
bited our Woollens, but had a Reduction of our 


| Taxes brought them to their natural Value only, 


they would be the cheapeſt in Europe of their 
Goodneſs, conſequently muſt be more demanded” 
by the Spaniard, be ſmuggled into their Country 
in ſpite of their Government, and fold at better 
Prices ; their People would be dearer Clothed 
with Duties and Prohibitions than without, conſe- 
quently muſt ſell their Oil, Wine, and other Com- 
modities dearer, whereby other Nations raiſing the 


| like Growths would gain Ground upon them, and 


their Balance of Trade grow leſs and lefs : But 
ſhouid we for that Reaſon prohibit their Commo- 
aties ? By no means, for the dearer they grow, 
no more than what are juſt neceſſary will be uſed ; 
their Prohibition does their own Buſineſs, ſome 
may be neceſſary, what are ſo, we ſhould not make 
cearer to our own People ; ſome may be proper 
to aſſort Cargoes for other Countries, and why 
ſhould we prohibit our People that Advantage ? 
why hurt ourſelves to hurt the Spaniards ? if we 


would retaliate effectually upon them for their III- 


intent, a handſome Bounty given to our Plantations 
to raiſe the ſame Growths as Spain, might enable 
them in time to ſupply us cheaper than the Spaniards 
could do, and eſtabliſh a Trade they could never 
recover, Bounties may gain Trade, but Prohibi- 
tions will deſtroy it; of which let the following 
Example ſuffice. 
a * Portugal being united to Spain in the Reign of 
| Philip the IId. during the Revolt of the Dutch, 

Puffendorf in Page 78 of his Introduction to the 
* Hiſtory of Europe tells us, That Philip being intent 
„pon reducing of the Netherlands, thought that 
nothing could do it more effectually than to ſtop 
| F 4 « their 
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© their Trade and Commerce with Spain and Per. 
„ ftugal, for hitherto the Dutch had traded no fur. 
N ther, being uſed to fetch away their Commodz. 


ties from thence, and to convey them into the 


more northern Parts of Europe. Upon this 
© Conſideration Philip concluded that if thi; way 
© of getting Money were once ſtopped, th cy 


© would quickiy grow poor, and thereby be obliz. 


ed to ſubmit. But this Deſign had a quite pom 
trary Effect, for the Hollanders themſcives being 
excluded Trade with Spam and Portugal, tricd 
about the end of the latter Age to ſail to the Fa 
Indies, and as ſoon as they had got Footi ag 
Pre they greatly impaired the Portuzueſo Trade, 
ho hitherto had been the ſole. Managers 11 it, 
ind afterwards took from them one Po! t 1 
another. And the Engliſb with the Aſſiſtance of 
Abbas Kii ng of ' Perſia, forced from them the 
famous City of Ormus : Nor was this all, for 
the H![anaers took from them a great part of 
Bragile and ſeveral Places on the Coaſt of 4- 
rica, which the Hallauders, in all probability, 
would have had no reaſon to attempt if Portal 
ad remained a Kingdom by itſelf, and had not 
been annexed to Spain i. e. if no Provo lud 
2p penetl. 
See u . That the Balance againſt us 
with Fance muſt increaſe by taking off the Dutics 
on French Goods. | 
Anſwer : Here Experience can decide by com- 
paring the Difference of the Balance again 43 
when we had a Free-Trade formerly, and 1 ins 
preſent times, when moſt Sorts of French Ge 
are loaded with ſuch high Duties as amount ty 4 
Prohibition. 
No Perſon who has read the Br; if Mercia 
will fay that he is a partial Author in fxyour 01 th? 
Aobwer to this Objection, 
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In Vol. III. Page 106, he ſays, The ſtated 
Maxim among Merchants to know whether the 
© Trade be for or againſt us, is to have recourſe 
to the Courſe of Exchange, it is a Nicety many 
© of our Merchants are themſelves unacquainted. 
© with, yet as the Exchange holds the Balance of 
Trade, fo as that is for us or againſt us it im- 
© mediately decides the Point.“ | 

© If the Exchange be above the Par of the Mo» 


* ncy of the Country we trade with, it is a plain 


Argument that the Balance is on their fide, for 
© no Man will bring Silver from a Country when 
the Exchange is more favourable than the Coin.“ 

The Author of the Political Reflexions on the 


Commerce and Finances of France elegantly calls the 


Exchange the Barometer of Commerce. 

In the Year 1633, it appears by the Brizifh 
Merchart Vol. I. p. 332, that though there was. 
a Prohibition, yet ke tells us in p. 338, The Court 
pndered the Execution of it, Dr. Tancred Robinſon 
te Phyſician, ſhewed me a Memorandum he made: 
in that Lear, on his ſetting out for Paris, viz. for 
691. Sterling paid in London, he received a Bill of 
Exchange on Paris for 259 Crowns 1 Lie re. 

The Britth Merchant in Vol. III. 

p. 118, informs us, the Par of the Ex- 

change was 5 4d. Slerliig for the old , 
French Crown : Therefore he ſhould ts 
bare paid only 58 J. 78. for 259 „ 
Crowns 1 Livre, conſequently the 
Exchange Was in the Disfavoug. . 
England, not quite Ee, 7 3 pers Conte 

In the Year 1686. the: Prohibition 
being quite taken off, the Brityh Mer- | 


want Vol. I. p. 318, informs us, the _ ph 
Exchange was.at, 56 d, per Croiun the © 
3 . x 5 

Par às above being 544. the Exchangags 
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was in the Disfavour of England 
about 1 4913 eld 1 her Cini: 

In the Year 1729, the French Goods 
having been loaded ever ſince King 
William the Third's Reign, with fuch 
high Duties on moſt Articles, as a- 
mount to a Prohibition, by Caftaign's 
Paper of March 28, the Exchange was 
at 324. + per Ecu Tournos 

By Sir Iſaac Newton's Table of A 
fays, Weights, &c. of Foreign Coins, - 
publiſhed by Willoct in 1740. the Par 
15 294. 149 Dec. was in the Disfavour 
of England above 85 

In the Year 1740, by Caſtaing's Pa- 
per of Feb. 3, the Exchange was at 
32 d. . The Par, as above, was 
in the Disfavour of England almoſt 12 per Cent. 


TI per Cent, 


By the Cuitomhouſe Books 
our Imports from H ance in 
1686, exceeded our Exports, 
as by the Britih Merchant, 
Vol. I. p. 305. 

He adds for Goods clande- 
ſtinely imported, p. 306. 


J. 4 . 
769,190 16 0 


428,139 16 9 


1 — 


——— 


Total over · balance that Lear. „ 1,197,330 129 


The Britiſh Merchant ſays above, That the 
© Exchange holes the Balance of I rade, ſo as that 


„is for us or againſt us, it immediately decides 
te Point.? nean prop 
tionably, thats; that the Exchange is affected by 
the Balance of Trade, agrecable to the 7 rench 


Author above; as the Quickſilver in the Berome- 


ter is by the Atmoſphere. As no Man, that un- 


derſtunds Trade, can deny this I ruth, LON 


By the /o ar he muſt mean propor- 
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leave it to the Curious to determine, what Propor- 
tion an Over-balance that affects the Exchange al- 


moſt 12 per Cent. muſt bear to one of 1,197,33ol. 


125, 94. that affected it only about 3} per Cent. 


France takes from Britain Wool, Corn, Dye- 


Stuffs, Hard-wares, and Tobacco in great Quan- 
tities, ſome India Goods, Tin, Lead, Ships, 
Horſes, &c. . 

But ſince France is increaſed in the Woollen 
Manufacture, in Navigation, and in Sugar-plant- 
ing, ſhe takes vaſt Quantities of Wool and Provi- 
fons from Ireland, to improve her Manufactures, 
victual her Ships, and ſupply her Colonies, which 
amount to vaſt Sums Yearly ; and though theſe 
Articles are vaſtly increaſed, yet ſtill the Balance 
of Trade cannot be brought in our Favour ; Pro- 
tivitions and high Duties have made it vaſtly more 
Diſadvantageous to us than in the Times of a 
Free-Trade, the Difference in the Exchanges be- 
ing 12 to 3. 

As the general Intereſt of the Nation, with 


reſpect to our Trade, ſeems to have hitherto been 


little underſtood, let us examine the French Trade 
a little farther. 

Our great Dealings with this French Shop for- 
merly, were occaſioned by its Cheapneſs, (an ex- 
ccllent- Cauſe) and its being near us occationed 
cheap Carriage, (better and better) and though 
the French had a great Balance againſt us (it could 
not de the half of what it is now) yet other Na- 
tions had the leſs ; but Party-Prejudice running 
high againſt the French King's ambitious Deligns, 
in King Carles the Second, and King William the 
Third's time; and this Balance being conſidered 
adtrattedly, without any View to our general 
Trade; an inconſiderate Zeal hurried our Ance- 
tors into the Scheme of diſtreſſing the French King 
by Prohibitions and high. Cuſtoms on his Goods, 

* | not 


t 
i 
t 

} 
} 


Smuggling- Trade coſts us more than a F ee I 


132 An Essay on the Cauſes of the De 
not conſidering the hurt we ſhould thereby do our- and may 
ſelves, and without ever effectually putting in mo. Exchang 
tion thoſe Means that were practicable to eaſe our as had e 
own Trade, ſo that we only diſperſed, during our king Che 
laſt Wars, our Trade to dearer Nations; ve | laid on 
bought dearer German and Dutch Linens, dearer themſely 
Italian and Dutch Silks, Paper, &c. as if it was would: he 
better to pay thoſe Nations 15 or 18 4. for what try that! 
the French would fell for 15. diſtreſſing our People Trade, 1 
by dear Prices and thereby draining us of our Mo- Manufact 


bare aroſ 
nor had t. 
they now 
The C 
r1cus to Þ 
Facts F 1 
bove Objt 
a Free-Pc 
gainſt Us, 
thor of th 
ſays, N 
' Reaſons 
Mall, fir 
ill Com 
" remedie 
„fore wil 
e 
Sliould k 
* would x 
' render-tl 
" benckici: 
: pleat Re 
se 
all the J 
: our Adve 
of our Iv 
"Prove? . 


ncy the faſter ; for ſuch large Quantuies of cheap 
French Goods as were conſumed: here, being pro- 
hibited, made the Demand greater for the utc), 
German, and Italian dearer Goods, giving them at 
the ſame time a Monopoly againſt ourſelves, which 
made them raiſe their Prices on us ſtill higher, 
One would+be apt to think that our Fore- fathers 
had a mind to drive all the Money out of the Na- 
tion, For God's ſake ! let us have Wit in our 
Anger, and not pay dear Prices to prctened 
Friends when Enemies will ſell us cheaper; lens 
befriend ourſelves a little, by ſaving our Money, 
which is the Life of Trade and the Sincvs 0: 
War; let us keep this Power in our own Hand, 
to command Weight and Reſpect from our N. 
bours, not ſquander it away to them, and be force. 
to eourt the Aſſiſtance of thoſe we give Power to, 
and ſometimes even court in vain; ſo much 191 
Times of War. | 

But in Times of Peace the Stnuggling- Trace 
goes on caſter, high Duties are Temptations d 
promote it, Miniſters of State may be brived t0 
brow-beat! or diſcharge Officers for doing their 
Duty; Goods that in a Free-Trade coſt but 1001. 
beingicharged with 50 per Cent. Duty a Smuggier 
will'{e}tfor 120 or 1251, for the Riſk muſt be paid 
for, though the Duties are ſaved; ſo that even the 


260 
* 
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and may perhaps be one of the Reaſons that the 
Exchange with, France is much againſt us: Where- 
:: had our Country been made a Free- Port in 
king Charles the Second's time, and all Taxes 
id on the Conſumers of Luxuries, the French 


| themſelves during the laſt Wars with Ergland, 


would have fled from Miſery at home, to a Coun- 
try that by its Freedom from Taxes and eaſe in 
Trade, ſeemed to invite the Eſtabliſhment of all 
Manufactures, our Balance to France could not 
bare aroſe to that deſtructive Height it is now at, 
nor had the French ever made the Figure in Trade 
they now do. 

The Courſes of the Ex changes are Facts noto- 
nous to People converſant in Trade; upon thoſe 
Fails I reſt my Arguments, in anſwer to the a- 
bove Objektion; by which it appears plainly, that 
\FreePork Trade would leſſen the Balance a- 
geinſt vs, even with France; agrecable to the Au- 
thor of the Britauma. Languens, Who in p. 281, 
ſys, Now if we look back to the Grounds and 
Reaſons of the Decay of our Engl Trade, we 
| hall find them to be no other than our own 
ill Conſtitutions in Trade, which are not a bit 
' remedied by the French Prohibition, and there- 
fore will prevent any Advantage we might, per- 
' haps,. otherwiſe receive from it. And in p. 268, 

f Gold we ſuppoſe that it (i. e. the Prohibition) 
* would reſtore the Balance, nay, that it, ſhould 
render the national Trade of Eugland ſomewhat 
beneficial, yet it muſt be confeſſed, that a com- 
' pleat Reculation of our Trade, would render it 
' prodigiouſly more beneficial, (perhaps more than 
all the Trade of Europe iekdes ) conſideting how 
Hour Adve antages in Trade would reduce the Trade 
* of our neighbowing N atlons, 85 ours does im- 
lrore.“ EH. G l 11. 5 1 it 1 


10 1 e 4 Notwith 
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Notwithſtanding what has been ſaid in farour of 
a Free-Port, ſuch ſtrong Prejudices againſt a Free 
Trade with France, have been raifed by moſt of 


our late Authors on this Subject, that few People 


have any but frightful Ideas of it. The Br; 
Merchant, a Work in great Reputation, has brought 
heavy Objections againſt a Trade with F- ante; 
the Strength of which, it may not be improper 
to Examine. In Vol, I. p. 12 he ſays; 


5 E 


© Goods imported fo be re-exported, is cer- 
© tainly a national Advantage ; but few or n9 
© French Goods are ever exported from Great- Bri 
© tain, except to our Plantations, but are all con- 
© ſumed at home, therefore no Benefit can be 


« reaped this way by the French Trade. 


II. 

»Letting Ships to Freight cannot but be of 
© ſome Profit to a Nation, but it is very rare it 
© the French ever made uſe of any other Ships than 
their own; they victual and man cheaper than 
© we, therefore nothing is to be got from them 
by this Article. | 


IIT. 


© Things that are of abſolute Neceſſity can- 
© not be reckoned prejudicial to a Nation, but 


© France produces nothing that is neceſſary, or e- 


ven convenient, but which we had better be 


VVV : 
Each of theſe Objections is introduced with 2 


general Maxim which the French Trade is aſſerted 
to be inconſiſtent with, and if underſtood accord- 


ing to the preſent or then State of our 1 44 
| | ounde 
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F Cunded in Truth; ſo that T would not be thought 
by the following Remarks to reflect on the Au- 
mors of the Britiſß Merchant, for ſeaſonably op- 
poſing our engaging in T rade with the French on 
unequal Terms during our preſent ill Regulations. 
But theſe Objections are founded only on thoſe 
il Regulations, for they otherwiſe have no weight, 
and will fall to the ground when they are removed, 
ſo that they affect not an Engliſo, untaxed Free- 
Port Trade with France, which I ſhall endeavour 
to prove, and ſhall farther confirm by proving, 
That had our Trade no Incumbrance on it, a 
Trade with France muſt be beneficial, | 

To the Firſt Objection, I anſwer, That it can 
proceed only from our ill Regulations of our 
Trade ; for high Cuſtoms prevent Merchants en- 
groſſing in cheap Times, the Duties running away 
with great part of their Capitals, the Intereſt of 
Money lying dead for Duties, is ſuch a Charge as 
no Trade can bear that is rivalled by People free 
from ſuch Clogs ; beſides, great part of the Du- 
ties on French Goods are not repaid on Exporta- 
| tion, ſo that it is impoſſible to ſend them to any 

Market but our Plantations ; our Monopolies and 
lil-judged Laws that make Navigation dear, pre- 
vent our giving that Vent to the French Goods 
which the Dutch are capable of doing, though 
they have not the natural Advantages that we have, 


_ and they cheriſh this Trade that we condemn as 
but one of their beſt Branches, being a great Support 
e of their Navigation. According to the R epre/en- 


latin of the Body of Merchants to the French 

King in 1658, a Copy whereof was ſent to the 
tha WYates-Gentral by their Ambaſſador Voreel, the Ex- 
torts of France 1 Holland and England (Vide He- 
0 3 „ eras; 
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moires 4 De Mit. p. 211. the Britiſh Mer chant, Vol, 
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De it, in his Memoirs, p. 211, ſays, The great- 
of part of the French Exports are fir Holland; the 
above Account verifies it; and in Page 214, he 
ſys, That the Dutch conſume and ſell almoſt all the 
ines and Salt that go out of France; and in Page 
21%, he ſays, It is certain that the French gain every 
Far upen the Dutch above 30 Millions of Money, be- 
ſides the Cocds they ſend to France; theſe I take to be 
Livres, making 10 Millions of Crowns at 54d. is 
2,250,000/7. 

The Dutch cannot conſume that Quantity of 
Frinch Goods, for if they did, they could not 
have a Shilling left in the Country with ſuch an 
immenſe yearly Over- balance for near a Century; 
therefore the Bulk of theſe Imports mult be for 
Re- exportation, which the Objection ſays is cer- 
tainly a National Advantage; this the Dutch 
know, and feel the Sweets of, for they were ſo 
far from being, like us, frichtened at the Amount 
of the Imports, or the Over-balance above, though 


| Vaſtly ſuperior to ours, that neither the laſt French 


War, nor the Intreaties of their Allies, could 
perſuade them to prohibit that Trade; nay, they 


are grown exceſſively rich with double the Impor- 


tation that we thought would beggar us. Such 
clear Perceptions have the Dutch of Trade, and 


3 0 0 py 5 0 
that Foundation of it, Freedom: Such Enemies 


ae they to Prohibitions, or to give any Foreign» 
ers Monopolies againſt them, oz to pay dearer to 
Friends for what Enemies will fell chem cheaper. 
Therefore as the Dutch reap a Benefit by this 
Trade, much more may the. Aneliſbd, whole: Na- 
tural Advantages, if diſencumbered, are greater 
than theirs. | | 

To. the Second I anſwer, It is notorious that 
foreign Ships frequent the French Ports and take 
in Ladings, ſome. of which I preſume are, for 


Trench Accompt; but that we can get nothing 


from 
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from them by Freight, becauſe they victual wal 7 
man cheaper than we, can ariſe only from our i, 
Regulations in Trade, for our natural eee | 


are ſuperior to theirs in Navigation, 


In the Shipping-Article the French are deficient 
and forced to buy of us to a large Amount yearly. 4 

In the Victualling-Article the French are def. 
eient, and forced to buy in Treland to a large A. 1 


mount yearly. 


Theſe Articles bring ſome Profit to our own 
People, and are attended with ſome Charges in 
their Tranſportation to the French, conſequently 


are enhanced in Price to them. 


By our Bounties we furniſh the French wit. 
Wheat for Biſcuit at about 2 5. per Quarter cheap- 


er than our own People: ide p. 120. 


That the French man cheaper than we, I doubt, 
though they pay leſs Wages ; for not being fo en- 


pert as we, they are forced to put more Hands on 
board their Ships, whereby their Expences are 
enhanced by additional Wages and Conſumption 
of Stores; to which add the Advance of Inſurance 
they are forced to pay, no Inſurer in general wil 
under-write on French Ships for ſo low Præmiums 
as on Engliſb. 
Before the Prohibition of Tri Proviſions, we 
victualled cheaper than any People, and fold to 


both French and Dutch, and was that Monopoly,! 


with our Taxes and Bounties „taken off, we ſhould 
be in the ſame State as before, conſequently vic 
tual cheaper than either. 


As Cuſtoms and Exciſes enhance the Prices of 


Neceſſaries, they make all Victualling and Stores 
come dearer to our Owners of Ships. 

As Cuſtoms and Exciſes enhance the Prices 0 
Neceſſaries, they oblige the Sailor to demand big 
Wages to ſupport himſelf and Family. 
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We have more Sailors than the French, as ap- 
pears by the Liſts of Ships at foreign Ports, con- 
lequently {ſhould navigate cheaper; for it is a 
IM [vim in Trade, The greater Plenty of Hands, the 
it, ber the Mages. | 

MW But this Benefit we defeat by our Navigation- 
Act, which gives the Sailors a Monopoly againſt 
cur Merchants, fo that on the leaſt Spurt of Trade 
they extort exceſſive Wages, 

Let theſe ill Regulations be removed, and will 
any one ſay that the People who are Buyers of 
Ships, and Victuals for them, can navigate cheap- 
er than the Sellers? that the People who put the 
moſt Hands on Board, and pay a high Inſurance, 
en navigate cheaper than thoſe that put few 
Hands on Board, and can be infured the cheapeſt 
of any People? that a Nation that has a leſs Num- 
ber of Sailors can navigate cheaper than another 
lat has a greater? that a People that pay arbi- 
tary Taxes can navigate cheaper than thoſe that 
day no Taxes at all? it cannot be. | 

As no People by their Natural Advantages can 
wigate ſo cheap as we, ſo no People are ena- 
led to give ſuch a Vent to their Growths, Manu- 
tures and Imports as we, and thoſe Nations 


ubt, 
(N- 
$ on 
3 Are 
tion 
"ance 


, we bat would give theirs the ſame Vent muſt employ | 
14 to Shipping, or trade to Diſadvantage : therefore 
poly, can force the French either to give us Freights, 


ft ruin their Trade, either of which muſt leſſen 
wer Navigation, Riches and Power, and in- 
reaſes ours, | 

To the Third I anſwer, Theſe very Authors, 
i Page 15, reckan, that had the Duties on French 
us been lowered according to the Stipulatims in the 
Veaty of Commerce made at Utrecht, our annual 
ſumption of French Linens would have been 
40,0001, being the greateſt Amount of any one 
ice ; this Objection therefore is a Miſtake, 


Ve 
occaſioned 
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occaſioned by an over Zeal for it appears by 
ſame Authors, Vol. 1. p. 283, that we IE: u 


port from France ſeveral neceſſary Articles, ſuch as | 


Prunes, Salt, Soap, Thread, &c. 
I believe I need not prove Linens to be either 
neceſſary or convenient, ſince no body can deny 


it, therefore France produces ſomething that vc 


want, and until we can gain the Manuf:Qure of 
it ourſelves (which the removing the Clogs on our 
Trade only can effect) highly neceſſary to by 
bought where cheapeſt, which 1 preſume by the 
Quantities imported, and the Prohibition, to he 
been in France, otherwiſe the Prohibition had been 
needleſs; and if we raiſe the Price of French Li. 
nens by Cuſtoms to exceed other Foreign that are 
dearer, I have proved in Page 115 that we diltrcls 
our whole Trade; and in p. 101 that by a Fice- 


Port Trade we muſt gain that Manufacture, a 


leaſt for our own Conſumption. 

I come now to a bold Attempt, and what at 
firſt View will ſtartle moſt People, and that 15 to 
prove, that were all our Taxcs, Monopoites, and 
Ill-judged Laws removed, or, in other Words, f 
our Trade had no Incumbrance on it, but was 
quite free, that then our Trade to France muſt be 
beneficial. 

Ihe Authors of the Britiſb Merchant, wrinng 
againſt the Treaty of Commerce made with 

at Urrecht, compute, that had the Duties ai Frencl 1 
Goods been lowered according to ihoſe Stipulations, dle 


Oe e 8 to France Jar ly for — — 
h, 450% 00 
CH eie 4151618, | Brady, 70,000 
5 Holes, Iris 5 Linen, 600,099 
| 3 Af Paper, 20,009 
Jill, 500,009 
ds 
K {, 1,050,999 
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Let vs examine how much of this Sum we 
ſould pay if our Trade was quite free. 

As to the Wine— Article, J agree, that being 
we moſt eſteemed of any in Europe, our Impor- 
tation might even exceed that Sum, but great 
part of it would be reduced by our Re- -exporta- 
tion; for our Natural Advantages being greater 
than the Dutch, we ſhould give thoſe Wines a 
greater Vent than they were yet able to do, and 

e the common Carriers of them, by which means 
our Profits and Freights would make our own Con- 
ſumption come very cafy, eaſier than ever it was 
to Holland; but to avoid all Objection, I will al- 
lo for that Expence the above Sum of 450,000/. 

As .to the Brandy-Article, that could not coſt 
vs any thing; for as our Rum can be imported 
cheaper, Ire is more wholiome, our Conſump- 
tion would be chiefly that, ſo the Brandies im- 
ported would be chieſſy for Re- exportation; for 
which Reaſon I cannot help thinking but the Profits 
c reigns muſt greatly excecd our Conſumption 

alue. 

va there is one Conſideration that will reduce 
ths Wine-Article, and that is, That as it is not 
a poricthable Commodity, we ſhould hoard vp in 
cheap times vaſt Quantities, and when the Mar- 
kets were advanced by bad Seaſons, or other jo 
aide nt make extraordinary Profits by the Stoc 
ve had by us, which belides would-be a great Pe- 
ucht to our Navigation. 

As to the Linen, Paper, and Silk-Articles, them 
Hike out entirely, for by the Encouragement of 
(ur Trade we muſt gain thoſe Manufactures, as 18 

and for the ſame Reaſons we 
mult gain the Indi. 30 and Canibrick Trades. 
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Therefore all theſe migh- 
ty conſumptive Importati- 


ons are reduced only to the 


Wine- Article above of 

In Vol. 1. p. 15, the Au- 
thors of the Britiſb Mer- 
chant compute our yearly 
Exports to France on. the 
Peace at only 

Whereas in p. 305, by 
a Cuſtom-houſe Accompt 


they publiſh, viz. from Mi- 


chaclmas 1685 to Michael- 
mas 1686, (in which are 


wanting the Michaelmas 


Quarter for Deal, Dart- 


mouth, Whitby, and Milford ) 


eur E. * amounted to 

N. B. In this Account 
there is no mention either 
of the Wool or Ship-Arti- 
cles; the Corn-Article a- 
mounts but to 14285/. 8s. 
the Hard-ware, under the 
Heads of Wrought-Iron, 
Clock-work, and Nails, a- 
mounts but to 16461. 1 25. 
6d. and the Tobacco but 


p. 238, they 


1 450,008 


£ 200,000 


$15,228 


1 ,000 ,000 


s 4. 27-09} © Wes FEARS 


77 1,715½228 


The Medium whereof is / 571474? 


The Dutch cannot be fu 
export leſs of their © Frenc/ 


poſed to 


Imports 


De 


than the / 
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U1%, 2,256 
derate Co 
annual C. 


vhatever 
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that fruga 
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Brought over 71,742 
than the Amount of what De Wit 8 r 


the Over- balance of France is on them, 
viz, 2,250,000 J. which is a very mo- 
derate Computation, for it makes their 
annual Conſumption far ſuperior to 
whatever England's was proved to be, 
and muſt be a great deal too much for 
that frugal People; now the Freights, 
Charges, and Profits. paid the Dutch 
on that Re-exportation cannot be leſs 
thin 10 per Cent. amounting to 
225, 00 J. clear Gain to Holland by 
that Trade. 

As the Natural Advantages of Pri- 
tan far exceed thoſe of Holland, as ap- 
pears p. 73, ſo by a Free-Port Trade 
we cannot be ſuppoſed to give a leſs 
Vent to our French Imports than the 
Dutch did, or with leſs Profit, there- 
fore we may ſafely add to our Exports 
the Gain Holland received by Re- ex- 
porting French Goods, amounting an- | 
.ually to | 225, 00 


003 


6 


_ 


L 796,742 
From that muſt be deducted the 1 
Vine-Article above, amounting to 450, 0 


—7 


— 


Therefore the annual Benefit to 
vitain from France by a Free-Port 
rade muſt be at leaſt „ 2402484 


Our Goods are ſo well manufactured that their 


Neatneſs recommends them every where, nothing 
ooſtructs them but their dear Price; but was their 
1742 {W'iitious Value once taken off, they would come 
cheaper than ever they yet were, ſo that our Ex- 
ports to France would naturally increaſe, and 
than | might 


aPDutth Shop! deeper for 15 or 18 4. when he c 


144 An Ess a os the Cauſes of the 


might exceed even Mr. Fortrey's Computation 95 
1 Million per Arni As we beat the Heng ot af 


it 


forcigu Markets their Manufactures mutt dees. * 


and of courſe they will want the greater Supply | 
from us; it they probibit them by high Puties 


they put themſelves in A eule of the Nay 20 
p. 127 | Pugh 2559 
Lies is, I think; -Dotunaſleathoil to the 
will open their Eyes, that Creat- Brita; nals 11 
encumbering and making its Trade quite — 
cannot be hurt by France; much leſs by unvt 
Power in Europe, but mutt of neceſſity hold th 


firſt Rank in Trade. „ 


But now perhaps it will SB ſaid, This beer. if 
French Deſigns, this Author-is a conetalse M4 
man, the French are already too rr 1 


muſt take care: fanno AE 


To this I anſwer; That Briten cd be a 
ways vigilant over the Deſigns pf Hen bit 
need not be afraid of her Power; her wile Re 
gulations in Trade ſhould be the Objects ve 
ſhould keep our Eyes upon, and bt | heb 
poſſible, or elſe as ſhe riſes we Wiſp OAk fb: 
it is our Comfort that our REY" 18 f 
our own Hands; nox can there be ail uche. 
ſon for the Nation's paying dearer to other hun 


tries for Goods, e Ou buy, chesper a n, 
Would any-wiſe Dealer in London bu ty Goods of A 


my 


have the- ſame; from a French: Sho pecan 10 1 
would. he not conſider that by ſo doing he oil. 
empty his n Pockets the fooncr, and. that 
the end he Would greathy injare Els T amily by 
ſach Whims ? And alk this Nation cor Li 
Ablucdity-, that ſtaxes ex ery: private Man in th 


Face? Do our good Friends, the Huch, edn 
fuch a Blunder in favgur of us?, Ihe, Loo”. 


own Intereſt too; Well, and have 100 455% 185 
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tions of Trade to do it. The preſent Power of 
france is indeed great, her Dominions in Europe 
are bigger and more populous by at leaſt 4 than 
ours; but as her Naval Force cannot match the 
half of what we have, our Situation makes us the 
only one of her Neighbours that need not fear 
her; beſides, her People are not in proportion fo 
nich, her Colonies not ſo extenſive and populous 
35 ours : But the certain way to be ſecure is to be 
more powerful, that is, to extend our Trade as 
far as it is capable of; and as Reſtraints have 
proved its Ruin, to reject them, and depend on 
Freedom for Security, bidding Defiance to the 
French or any Nation in Europe that took Umbrage 
x our exerting our Natural Advantages, Before 
theſe Taxes we were more powerful, why not fo 
again? It is our own Fault if we are not. By the 
Britiſb Merchant, Vol. 2, p. 232, the Exports of 
| France in 1658, according to De Mit, were 
| J 6,752,000 
| And in p. 314, the Exports of England 
in 1699 were 6,788, ooo 
To which we may add the Value of the 
four Branches of Trade gained by a 
„ PFree-Port, vide p. 108, beſides the 
, ther Benefits not enumerated, , ooo, ooo 


cout Wi |! Ni 15,788, ooo 
i WF Suppoſe the French to have now doubled their 
no:11 Trade of 1658, we can not only double the Va- 
nat he of ours of 1699, but more, as appears above: 


i betides, the Progrets we ſhould make in Europe 
en and in the Z2/2-lndigs by a Free Trade, and the 
u We vatt Improvements our Colonies in America are 


n capable of, muſt increaſe the Demand for our Ma- 
: 1 nufactures beyond what Was ever known, - Let 
en metz be duly confidered;withthe vatt Strength 
11 1 f 
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of our Navy, and the Fear of the French Power 
muſt. vanith like a Phantom. Inperator maris terra 
Dominus, is a Proverb. applied by De Hit in his 
Memoires to a King of England; let us examine 
whether this Remark on our Power will hold good 
at this time. If France now gives Laws by Land, 
Dritain can now do it by Sea; and in a little time 
the Sea will command: the Land, for our Mcn of 


War can deſtroy their Ships, ravage their Coaſts, 


batter down their Forts, and burn their Sea-Port 
Towns'; this muſt ruin their Trade, as Trade goes 
fo muſt their Money, and when the Money is gone 
the Armies cannot be ſupported, they mult be 
drawn from the Countries they invade, or they 
will defert rather than periſh with Hunger for want 
of Pay. Had we puſhed on the late War only by 
our Fleets, we ſhould have given quicker Relief 
to our Allies, faved our Money, prevented a Load 
of Debts, and ſoon brought the War to a conclu- 
ſton; for the ſtrong Towns which we took in 
Flanders, with ſo much Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure, muſt have been abandoned by the 
French T roops for want of Pay, want of Ammu- 
nition and Proviſion, and have fallen into our Al- 
lies Hands without ſtriking a ſtroke, or making 
only ſuch a faint Reſiſtance as the Queen of Hu. 
gurys unpaid Troops and unprovided Towns did 
before we granted her a Subſidy, We have never 
yet exerted our natural Naval Force; had the 
French ever felt-the full weight of it they would be 
more humble, they would not dare ſo wantonly 
to invade our Allies on the Continent, for fear of 
drawing down our Vengeance upon them. 
If any Engliſhman ſhould be fo vapouriſh as to 
doubt whether Trade and Navigation can effect 
this, I deſire him only to conſider what a fe- 
Dutch Fiſhiag-touns were enabled thereby to 90 
in their Revolt from Spain, whoſe Power was tien 
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the Dread of Europe; the mighty Wars they 
maintained by Sea and Land for fifty- ſeven Years 

WT :oainft that Crown, which at lat? gave ſuch a 
; Sock and Reduction to the Power of Spain as 

it hath not been ſince able to recover. The ex- 


yy tending at the ſame time their Trade all over the 
+ World, and making vaſt Conqueſts in both Faſt 
97 and Weſt- Indies, until they aroſe to ſuch a Pro- 


„diy of Riches and Power, that they became the 
. Favy and Terror of all their Neighbours; and/ 
W that from ſo low a Condition, that at the Union“ 
of Utrecht, Puffendorf, in his Introduction to 
0 the Hiſtory of Europe, p. 226, ſays, They coin - 
" Wl <a Medal, wherein their State was repreſented 
by a Ship without Sails or Rudder left to; the 
0 Mercy of the W aves, With this K e 
5 tum quo fata ferunt. 5H $7 7» 
30 wilt not Trade wid Navkeation have la 
Effects in theſe three Kingdoms, Whoſe Natural 
Advantages exceed any in Europe wins havemow 
we LTD Naval 'Force'in Commiſion than all its 
be braL E- emies can appoſe ugalnſt ith a Twelve- 
no FN but exert tycthould hard- 
1 r Kere tem th have u Füming⸗ bos at Scan oy 
s wh Ma Penny thereon to pay Armies to-invade: 
Ng Nelehboutel this 18 toſhoneſt-and beſt 
ws rob fedüce the exorbitant Power: of hunndeg 
| Whig,” chen Viltreſſed ol the?'Bea' coaſts; lil ag 
75 iter Body that Has One Part difegſeit, wg 
Poa 0 {l recs Out, 0 and. afford an Op _— 
en! abours to male eaſy bn tan 
Only tr WF urn! Sir os opt g 
1 12 1 is & Habe Conlidtet ation ee n 
1 a French Mar Jes "OH 5 dh IFranian Hot 
7-0 Pride, Atick that i eh t' "fl > Drago”! : they toc 
fen wel Half get, FTE Hakaffng Hein Woghs, 1c 
1 Merche eben, cqutd mit, leitet ges Rif «Fae 
Write Thr Tort Thee; and 1. 
an 3 1e Aer þ 105 1 rüde 
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Trades would be rendered” impracticable to ) them 
and the Bulk of them fall into their Bands hen 
Every ro . that ve tot len ladting -1 ig 
Tra 45 or thkifh Weir Ships, th akes them, | 5 much 
weaker to defend therhſelies; and we { much 
ſtromper to attack them, WEich is a double Da. 
mage to them and a double Benefit to us; now 
the ſtronger our Attacks are and the weokerour 
Enemy? 8 Pefence, the ſooner muſt a V'ar by 
minate to our HonOr, Which confirms a Reme: 

I have often heard made, That it is our wy 
as Trcaders to have a Fieneh War once in beven 
Years ; and the Spaniards, whom we are Uoapa- 
ble of attacking in any other manner wich Sue. 
ceſs, have a Proverb, Paz con Iigula tens. y c ca 
e Mundo Gutrra, Peace with Englanlt and Wu 
with all the World; ſo ſeverely ad they formerly 
feel the Effects of our Naval Force. 

Our Prohibitions and high Duties have pot 
ruined the French, who make a greater Figure ia 
Trade, and empty our Pockets more than cc, 
ſo that unleſs we have thereby improved our Trades 
0 other Countries, we are in a fine Condition. 
Ihe Authors of the Britiſh Merchant, Vol. 2, 

p. 4, writing againit the ſnameful Tr caty of Com- 
merce made with France at Utrecht in the Year 
171% ſay; We gain à Million every Year by tie 
Balance of our Trade with Portugal and Italy, 
andi near twice as much as that with Flanders, 
Germany, and Holland, and ſhall we venture the 
Loſing the Gain of three Millions every Year fiom 
thole Countries; notifor the fake: of giining, bt 
or Jolinga:fourth Millon:every Year to France, 

el us ſee now howitheſe advantageous Be- 

2 have been ee nd en Wee 
and Prolübltions. baA-: nobito. Þ Hi e102 
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11 Oni Hen mot Jo Inet 

By Caftaing's Paper of. Feb. 3. „ 
London gave to; Genoa, for the Dollar 54 d. 
to Venice , for the Ducat Banco 51 41 


to Leghom jor de Dali, 1 5? 


FRG yu} I! — 


By: Sir Land, Merton) 5 T ables, 
Geno#, the Far is 54 do if 
oss to England about 1 per Cent. 
Venice, the Far is 49 d. 49 dec. 510.784 
er e bs: England about 30 per Cent. 
. Leghorn, the Par is 51 d. 69. 2 dec. 
— Gain to England about 2 per Cent. | 
Jo Gena and Venice the Balance is againſt us, 
nen only amalb: matter to Lesbe. ö 
1101 43103; bib V19 19, 1 016 {17 , 
Feb. 20115 70 21,0041. 2101 159 
London gare toi Lilbon for the Willits 65d. 
The Pa is Gs dec. 106 dec. t oft Þ; | 
an to Hngland about: 35 per Ccht. 55 1 
Th Briuſm Merchant; Vol. 3. p. 10% infomds 
us, chat. in me ears, when=- Corn was cheap 
here land dear in Portugal che means during the 
laft Vito )voar: Balance was 10 very gręat, that gots 
wanliltadiling * pnid gubfalics tothe IumOf Aon 
tugatg and paith fer Troops, there Werey eff. vet 
Suni for. Supplies of our Arnilks un Wale A 
Caran, pet ſtäll'the Oveoibalancedayifampgh 
glu nem „nat the; Exchange BBS been. BY 
nd ml oa Miller! o Io it ot auilo, 
Ptugal is a conſtant Market for Gm) ether 
fromo Britain de its Amer iColkmins!: zatgge let ar, 
togethed ge Ie land iſupplhy itouith Math gahtf- 
fe f P vigbfions g parb af theiPayaricats:of 
which centers in London: And ehaug bid Have 
nd Subſidies or Armies to Pay, as in the late War, 
Tx the Lilbon Exchange is ſo far from falling to 
3 5 8. 
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£5, Or 58. and 2 d. per Millree, that it has not 


for many Years been under 5 8. 4 d. which can 


be only owing to the Decline of the Portugal 
Market for our Manufactures, particularly che 
Woollen, Foreigners working cheaper flea! it 
away by degrees : "Cloths between 8 and 11 s. per 
Yard the Dutch fupply them with, and have bent 
out ours about that Price entirely, as has been 
obſerved before. France begins to ſupply them 
with ſome . but to Italy ſhe ſends vaſt 
Quantities. So that it appears by the Exchanges 
now, that not much of the ſuppoſed annual Gain 
of a Milton from Portugal or Italy can now re. 
main, great part of the Portugal Gold brought 
here, being for Dutch Account; and the Noi. 
dores circulated for 2 d. „ more than they ate 
worth, by which the Nation is cheated about 
per Cent, 
Feb. 3, 1740. 
London gave che Pound ating to —_— 


for 1358. ö 
ens 38. * ee; Cain 70 rag 2 
bout 2 per « Cent, 20 do: oth 


Landon gave the Pound Steig to nn 
dam for 34's, 11.05 22gas 1 1 
bo Abe Par is 368. 59. dee. Bog, rade. 
about 33 2 per Cent. Ho y8q o 9903121 1 
£8ndon g ave the pound Sterling to Hamburg! 
for 43 8. Fd 93 8D. 1 511. 29 An 20 f 
: The Par is 35S. 17 dec, Loſs tb England, 
about 2 per gent. o gHolbeod gion 1 
London! exclitnges Wich Norway weden, and 
' Ruſſia, by che W. 1 Aniſterdam, 
Joſhua Gee, Who das alfa" Writer in the Brit 
| Merchant, as” 
viſe on Trade, publithic 


Neveral Tears after, tap: 


poles, 


Pa Gas Te ez in his Ties 
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poſes, p. 17 8 che Balance we pay to Norway to 
be i 23 TRAY 499 UNI 29 1 30,009, 
-> Siveden,b» :- 240% 

5 Rufſia. | | | 400,090: Ihe f 

1 keg L 770, oo 


He ſuppoſes, p. 179, that we pay 
a Balance to Flanders of 250,000]. 
but as the Exchange to Antwerp 
appears to be Acvantageous, to a- 
void all Exceptions I ſhall ſuppoſe _ 
we gain as much. 250, ooo 
The Intereſt paid to Foreigners, 
who are Proprietors in our Funds, _ 
being chiefly Dutch. 400,000 
|, Neat annual Balance due to En- wy 
gland from Germany and Holland, 
to make the Britiſh Merchant's Cal- by 
Culation. Cat”, 38580, oo0 


6— 
ꝙ＋— — 


» 


A2, ooo, ooo 


Such a formidable Sum due to us yearly, as 
g 90, oo l. muſt make the Hamburgh and Amſter- 
dam Exchanges ſomething at leaſt in our Favour. 
But is it ſo? Alas! it appears by the Courſe and 
Par of the Exchanges above, that this Balance in 
our Favour is not only all gone, but that we have 
a Balance to pay ourſelves, to both Germany and 
Holland; and it cannot be a ſmall one neither, 
| fince it makes the Exchange to both ſo much in 
We are going headlong to Deſtruction with car- 
rying on loſing Trades with. aur Neighbours, and 
wat has brought. us to this low Ebb 


Laws, Monopolies, and national Debts ; theſe 
are the Cauſes he ad e loſt Trades, and 


decaying 


0e o 
? certainly 


our Exciſes, CGuſtoms, Prohibitions,-, Ill-judged | 


N vv 


15 Au EssA 07 the Cain ſos of the 


dect hing Rents; . qusching I lg FEflects“ will 
reftdie* us ic a dun 4 Conti; ion and the Caules 
muſt 8 removed grit is all loft Labour. 85 
Beo e.unlo ding our.  Manufatares of the As 
bovem nttonec Cris inces, it woul] be an Unac- 
countable Notion ( agrecable to Gee”s 5 Opinion) to 
make our Ports free, but aſter thoſe Political Fet. 
ters ars taken off, having o many ſupeti or Ad. 
vantages, nothing could be feared but by thoke 
who. gnvy our Succeſs : Our natural Ad-ant ages 
are ſo great that then are the Fonndatian of great 
part of the Riches of our Rivals, and that they 


may make the greater Impreſſion on. the Reader's 


Memory, Page 7 2,, Where, they are enumerated, 
ſhould be here wine to; and after that View, 
will any one, do gubt whether any foreign Mary. 
facturers can, underwork a People unta%&ed, free 
from Of preffions and With ſuch 1 Ho it is 
an 2 Af ont to the Prin Nation to ſuppoſe it We 
9, 2a her, Suppoſe, 't that by ſuch Field 8875 upon 
ar OF Calamity, on whe Contineat, the, 
dechmmne . Yann acturers would fly to this "A lum 
d Af ts, Sachs V Fealth': anch Strengt! * yeat- 
2 A5 180 de atis n. We ha ave acted ph Terre 
Ct 1cts p29, wh ir te. Trace 6 the W Irix 40d 
be ny. 1 e jent tg © ur, Reſtrictions, Which tre, 


in Abs 7 55 ver ry 2 h Nature, and ale ays ; throw: 
1 10 19 5 5 * e Cuftorns have been com>. 
paxed t be 9 4.5 radeſotan's, ſettiog up a ; Oifpp! Ke at, at 
900 or yaiſe” Money on bis Cuſtomers, epd. 


5 =” A Vonder if they. "ntrhcted dtex, 
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„„ ceostinving fall. free, retains its Houriſhins Condi. 
A} 15, JEL 1 5 a Duty ' ruined the Trade of {:enoa, 


es chat w. itt 2 of ours that is WR on ſome | 

WM ticles Fro? 25 to 100 per Cent, | Go 
1 Monſieur Colbert made Lewis: the. Veh ſo 
4 


ſen ſible of. the Advantages accrving, by £aſing 


0 ke Trade: of. France, that after declaring f in the 
et. inrodudtion to the Tariff: of 1664, that a large 
d. Bounty , hould, be given to encourage Manu- 
5 f: turcs*and Navigation, yet hie lays not ſuch a 
7 


Rn I upon, the Bovnties as the leſſening the 
cat Dyes og, the Exports and Imports, which he 


7 es the, moſt, efle dual Means for the reſtoring 
5 0 Trade ; 71 what, effect they have had, the Ruin 
ed, of our Sag gar, „Turkey, Woollen, ang Home- 
Ms, Filbing bee declares. * 

ak The rench. now permit the landing the Su- 


Pars We. Inch of their Colonies, at Havre and 
Wer Boafde gie for Rer exportation, Duty free.. 
i e 49 conclude the Remarks on tele iſt and 
Pies 24, Articles, Whatever is neceſſary for. Life'or 

eherne. We. ſhould ſtudy to let our People 
bare in the chaapelt, manner, that the Poor may 
%% intl themlelyes by their Labour withour | 
100 hue ning the, Rich, -and, raiſe Taxes only on the 


IR GEE ag ; and, if. low Prices rather prevent 
lg than, eneoufage the Confumption, of foreign Va- 
07 nes, why ſhould We. recommend them by rai- 
Us 


>" Boil Wo: an, 11 zem for them With 10 55 Cuſtoms ? 2 
Let: us! Politically, lige the, wiſe, Dutch, tempe 


aur 


15 Forcid neis to encourage our Manofagtires, pay 
5 our Ne Freights, and to our Merchants Com- 
batth niſſan, meg \Warechouſe-rent for, the Goods 
bob, BY, Joc ge here | e Speculation,; no Son- 
064” om, of ours d bat they ate, we muſt. get by them, 
lost cel Our, Hor "have full 1 ae b ne 


Country hero 5 the % Mü, an E x Sailors 
he Cortes of the 38 355 
0.25917 rindi 
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: lat B 
; neal Ard PR. 0 P. 0 8 A- I ; priva 
EST: Agon? 90 Haiegg gat ba 1 panic 
Vo 9 aur Monopolics, Shit Jreland, and for re 
put all the Subjects of theſe three Kingdom. on! given 
theo tin 8 Frade. 5013 £17 aft; f By 
By aboliſhing Monapolies, I only. mean al ex- ſons 
cloſive l rades, not tg prevent any from Trading By 
with a: large joint Stock: who chooſe: it, but that Fiſhei 
every ao trade! in. the manger, he found moſt | key T 
benefwials vos 5 9 9190 Þ one is 
Of the Rendfig arg by dent M = At 
ies." Eb ober- nel j By | 
Pirſt, It will FORE T rade>: 97 Hi m1 of Brit 
By refloringrobr People to their ee Right is the 
and wllowingthem to gaing by their Induſtry, an WM one Pa 
hdneft;Livelihoodg wherever: they can findzit. Cloths, 
Bye preventing any: Set{ofuPegple.| fromcomdi- WY France 
ning together to raifteciktravagant-Wages for La- king al 
bour, os Pribegiaf {dd mi to 4568 / AP 
By Jtuniſhingyivv/with he Kheapeſt Neceſſaties Francs 
and atiithe xheapeftd Freight, ber ua bet bebe Cloths; 
open for all. Jo gnizslya115 2d3 2305190 prevent 
By taking aan frum cor i(Gvods all» their, pre. AP 
ſent fictitidus Malu guthereby their Cheapneſs mut I land, c. 
prodigiodſſy inert ſei their Want; eſpecially: Bl bin Cho 


+ Woollens, whereby the Price af Wels Mah. de eirculati 
; reite, and its Smuggling prevented. 

By Affeningütti © Fiench and Dutch W oollen· 1 00 57 

Fratcgarm diprivingithe: Peoplcietiquic Jod o lt is c 


gr tin ?6 9196 2199099 2159 bt ' BN Treland | 
; By extend Glen Corn mebces taxafyearquart the four 
Pare ofs the Qlubeg img it m Janguiſhcs. The! 


— 7 Rei balluffatoignnEkIb die Cm pan Wi very Pac 
hg couldengpSapptrot hem He g int dur Fa, land, inf 
„Prada 03 911505 003 ei 920817 to foo VV 5: The V 
y | increaſirig: timed m barcofe Buyers ab bene ture for! 
for dur Goods, conſequently m ſt their Value; makes ſa 
Company being but one Buyer. — 
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By increaſing the Number of Buyers abroad; 
private Dealers trade at a leſs Expence than Com- 
panics, and puſhing againſt one another, muſt ſell 
for reaſonable Profits, whereby a greater Vent is 
given to our Goods. 

By gaining us the Herring-Fiſhery, for the Rea- 
ſons mentioned in Page 104. 

By increaſing our Navigation vaſtly ; for by the 
Fiſhery, and by opening the Eaſt-India and Tur- 


key Trades, twenty Ships would be employed where 


one is now. There go above twenty private Ships 
to Africa, to one the Company ſends. 

By opening the Woollen-Trade of Ireland, that 
of Britain will receive Benefit (though the contrary 


is the commonOpinion)which I prove thus, ſuppoſe 


one Pack of Iriſh Wool of 61. Value, to make four 
Cloths, that Pack of Wool being Smuggled to 
France: works up two Packs of French Wool ma- 


King altegether twelve Cloths. 


A Pack of Iriſh Wool Smuggled to 


France, hinders the Sale of twelve Engliſh 


Cloths; ſuppoſing them of 61. Value each, 
prevents the circulating of 


＋ 72 


A Packiof Wool Manufactured in Ire- 
land, can hinder the Sale but of four Eng- 


* 


? 


Ctoths at 6 J. each; can prevent the 
| a 


555 The Difference is . 48 


It is computed that one Third of what 


Ireland gets centers here at laſt, which on 
tie-four Cloths at 6 I. each, making 241. is 8 

The Benefit that England receives by e- 
very Pack of Wool manufactured in Ire-—— 
land, inſtead of being run to France, is / 56 
The Wool of France is too coarſe to manufac 
ture for Exportation, but being mixt with! Itiſh, 
makes ſaleable Cloth; every four Cloths exported 
55 e 40.61 e 


1:6 An Ess bn the Guß of tbe 


frohi. Trobe Sto Op Axportation of 
t fs ee zap Yorelpu” Confirm: Yon 
1 407 WIP Nh ene ATark kot: 
9 5 Es 12 ift MaittRiQure, of- Our 
Socts haet ro SW out," for" were the: Enel un 
unk 0 a2 f 65e, they Would manu- 
factuye all their own Wool . twelve Cloths are 
wanted at. a0 NIA ket, amt Trelati Can ſupply but 
four, ang FeAl for want” of 'Iriſh*Woot, not 
any; Britain mut tapply the remaining eight. 
by an Union With Wand, the Taxes on 80. 
tain "will be leſlenech for the preſent, whereby they 
will contribute to make our Goods still cheaper, 
confedu ehtly more vendibls : The Iriſh now pay 
no Tixes' to the general, 'but only to their private 
dupß ort: whereas, , the zreater the Number of 
5915 ate 'by hom 4 dum is to be raid; the 
lichtet "is falls « on each; and "the mate the. Tri þ! 
fouriſhed. on the -Deftr; uQitht of the Frenen Trade, 
the 19 05 lg hey ended to eaſe the Tang 
of the, Per gle it ih "Leferal, whoteby all being on tit 
{me bappy Föbting, nd Diſcontent could ariſe 
but 2 general [mprovement ſpread. over the thre 
Ki ng 7Joms, Wi ithout” Prejudice” to each other 5 
Hen t will © em ptoy dur Poor. 9106} 
11s 18 4 Votet e che laſt Remark; "yo ii 
more +5 Goh Navigation; and — 
flouriſh,. the greate Ecaploy ment 1907 rovide tor 
the 1 8 a Q 4 2 1 
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' cheaper, -ang,at the ſame time opening the Trade 


of the, whale)World to vend them in; Foreignera 
muſt be more, indebted: to us, and the People that 
fluck: here. teaching: us new, ManufaQuures, or im- 
proving ſame of rhoſe we already, aye, out Wants 
muff grow. Jeſs,. and the general Balance of Trade 
be, brought more in our Favour. 
:Byiopening the, Trade, of 1 5 which Coun- 
try. being too poor to give jt the Extent it is capa- 
ble of; muſt therefore be carried on for Years to 
come by Egtth.. ocks, conſequently a great part 
ol abe. Fig f it muſt fall into the Hands of the 
Knaliſh, rnehr add to which, that about one 
Tae , what; i: hand gets, is ſent here for Goods, 
ohen by Abſengtees, therefore. the Ticher Ireland 
Bropszethoricher muſt Britain become. 
off 1F ifthilye, It wall increafe the Value of;our Lands, 
e);Hhiss a,Coplegyence of all 1 the, above emits; 
fry Hage Ve gau 19. rade, emplays our Pocf, in⸗ 
oh ſts „hes rack of. cople, and; increaſes _ our 
e t ſe the Valve of- « our, Lands: ; for 
tha rc of uchi the Reader] Is reger &, Page 
JH His 20 rag beg: 1G] 
The;3bgliſking, Menon olies, is. proved” "0" be the 
Cauſe of Trage, «which 4+3 the e Cauſe of all other 
Rigmarks-3- thelefore the abel iſhin rg 1 1 
Secckr re e Ae Tanz „ 
100 obi 2 (13 1. J 1315 TT MN; 1631 
burtn PR 0 p G $ A 500 
Ale 0349 MO by "15% 7 317 1 
Torthg rau, the 890 on Speed Glen, 
and to-Feh@ablick Magazines of, Corn in e very 
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how their Value may be kept up without any 3 
"— on. 1 
— \perinicting ea each County to form a Company 
at ro0-}. each Share, to erect Magazines of Corn, 
to be managed by twelve or more Directors, 7 part 
of whom to go out yearly, uncapable ever to be 
elected again, their Shares to remain one Vear un- 
fold after they go out, as a Security for their pat 
Conduct. 

No Perſon capable of being choſe a Director 
Who! is not poſſeſſed of Ten Shares. 4 

Every Share to have a Vote for Directors. 

That the Stock be not leſs than one Quarter of 
Wheat for each Head in the County, after the 
Computation of 5 Perſons to each Houſe. 4 

That they never buy but at 24 8. per Quarter of 
Wheat preciſely. _ 

That they never fl biit at 36, 8. ber Quarter of 
Wheat prediſely. _ 

Except that to prevent its Sp6iting, with the 
Conſent of a General Court, they may ſell the 
oi Corn, and replace the ſame Quantity of new. 
" "That they never ſell but to the Millers of the 
When Who ſhall give Security to grind the 
heat and net export the Flour. © 

Phat they never ſell more per Week than the 
524 part of the. Corn they have i in the Magazins 
at Ir time of o emis 

That their Geber Courts be impowered t to 
enact By-Laws. . 

Of the Benefits ariſing by erecting pales Ma 

gazines of Corn, 

1 It will increaſe Trade. 

1 creating this new Branch which we never 
Jef had, and by which the Dutch reap great Ad- 
vantage, and ir connot fail anſwering the fame to 
ee bete regard to the Proprietors it may be 


obs feed, That this is 2 ſolid Trade, not liable to 
oY Seizures 


5 
* 
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Seizures at the-Caprice of foreign Princes, to Cap- 
tures by Privateers, to Storms and. Shipwrecks at 
dea, or to,the Frauds of Officers in remote Coun- 
tries; here the /Provident, who ſtore up the Ex- 
part Wl eb of, the Bounties of Nature againſt the unavoid- 
Ne able Calamities of bad Seaſons, beſides the Plea- 

ſure of ſeeing our own People fully ſupplied, whilft 
our Neighbours are complaining, will be benefited 
WM in their Incomes, not by grinding the Faces of the 
or Poor, but by preventing their Miſeries; and as 
Corn is ſeldom many Years together under 36 s. the 
Magazines may pay better Intereſt than any of our 


er of {Wl bretent Funds. 

abe By rendering all our other Laws relating to the 
ö Importing, Engroſſing, Exporting, Cc. of Corn, 

ber of ncedleſs; for when the fictitious Value of our 


Goods is taken away, we can raiſe Corn as cheap 
er of Wl er cheaper than our. Neighbours, therefore none 
| can be imported for our own Conſumption to fink 


b the MI the Value A bete buz only upon Speculation 


e 4 better, Markets, abroad, which a Free. Port 
new. Lade giving, Encpuragement to, we ſhould, have 
f the WM erebyangre Corn in more Hands in the Nation 
4 the WI tan ate preſent, conſequently be leſs liable to be 
WH inpoied® on by Engfaſſers, who even could afford 
in the Wl . Et pn People 10 or 15 per Cent chea- 
azins f A eher ore nene by the Freight, Haarer 
ar and Riſk being ſaved; and when any Demand 


happegy obeying, not, only our own publick Maga- 

zinzs for our own Supply, but alſo. more private 

Granaries, the Exportation of Corn, fo far from 

3; dangerous, muſt create a Trade vaſtly bene- 
cial, ; 


By encquraging Magufactures, as being a means 


never W Hetures: ag, NEING. 2 ING 

t Ad- be Keep Lahour low 7 for ag the Income muſt, bear 

its P. F 4 7 tr ak v\ E; WINES e } 

ame to Wl S. erte 16, Fhe | necgtiary. Tepee hen 

nay be orn in bad Years.4s dear with Our Neighbours, 

able to weir Labour, and conſequently their Manufactures, 
; ? * * 6 14 | C. T muſt 
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muſt grow dear in proportion ; whilft, our own 
People. being, e Fre 

are able 

| factures, chea to Marker Whereby they make their 
way, 1 Fs 

diſh;uſt to be.remoyed. 


m. the Mig 23 zin sz 
by. ches abour to bring their \lanu- 


REED td etabliſh ; a Reputation 
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- * 1. 


encouraging; gur Navigation; z . as Freivhts 

mul bear, A proportion. to the Ship's E xpe nee, ſo 

2 this thod our, Ship-Oiwners in general 05 
be hn pg with Biſcuit cheaper than either Frene 

utch, and, the cheap? gur Freights the mire 

of the Carrying-Trade | mult we get; be et 


Importation, of Cor, upon, Speculation for bette 
Marks Sts, And its Re- -Cxpor tation when- the N15 50 Bi 


arg a vanced, muſt. give PINE SELL 
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city, than: Foreigners, can give no preter.ce of ca. 
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4. It wil increaſe our Riches. 

By brjogiog in vaſt Sams © Mt ches 
Years ft m Foreigner. Sir Malter Nel, in his 
Obferdationa on Trade, prefented to King James J. 
ſays, That Amſterdam is never without 4 00,000 
Garters of Corn; a Dearth in England, France, 
Italy, or Portugal, is truely obſerved to efirich 
Holland for ſeven Years after; that in a Scarcity 
of Corn i in his Time, the Hamburghers, Embde- 
ners, and Dutch, out of their Stor chouſes furnifh- 
ed this Kingdom, and from Southampton, Exeter, 
and Briſtol; in a, Year and a half, carried away 
neat 209,000 J. and he compates their Supply then 
for the whote King gdom carried away Two Millions. 
Had Magazines of Corn been erected ſome Years 
ago, what immenſe Sums might. we not have 
brought into the Nation in the Year 1740! pF: 

5 Ie will increaſe 15 Value of our Lands. 

his is a Conſequence of all the above Rematks3 0 
for e e auſes Trade, einploys ur "Poor, 
ncteafes the” Sock of People, and increaſes our 
Riches, mult, increaſe the Vat ue "of our ants, ſor 
the” ee of Which the Rezder i i5 referred & ro. Page . 

ge ctecithz. Poblick Mtziges. af Corn "0 
proved ko be "the, Cauſe" of” Trade, Wh Mense « 
Cauſe of all, the, athicr Re bers; theke Ore, the 
ere c ing Publit! 2 Mig Azühs 5 of Cory. is a gf fear Le 
creafer of t Valli of Lands, SPSUTO Þ al210 

This Pe preuent the Price of Auhat 
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conſiderably, conſequently muſt do the ſame when f 


à Price equiyalent, to it. is conſtantly Preſerved, 
Fittb PROP 0 SAL 


| 170 dean Idleneſs by well regulating our 


Poor. 


That there be a Corporation eflabliſhed ; in every 
County for regulating the Poor, to conſiſt of Fiſty 
Perſons with perpetual Succeſſion, to be {tiled Fa- 
thers of the Poor. 

That the ſaid. Number of fifty be conſtant! ly fil- 


led up by the Election of the Freeholders once 2 


"1 

That all the Pariſh Officers within each County 
be ſubordinate and accountable to their reſpectire 
Corporations. 

That the ſaid Corporations . power to aſſes 
and compel the Payment from every Pariſh in their 
County of the Medium, of the Poor's Rates dale 
in the three Years preceding. 

That e part: of the ſaid Sum be abated yearly, 
until the whole in ten Years time. be dong aW h; 
and, the Poor maintained by | the Donations on the 
Charitable only... 

: That each Corporation 3 appoint a Fiegl urer 
oY receive the Alms of all charitably diſpoſe Per- 


Mat the aid po id Hes power 10 pur- 
chaſe Lands, res. MWorkhouſes, Hoſp pitals, Mere 
ing Schools, guſes of Correction, and to exercle 


al other Powers relating to the Poor, that any 


Number of Juſtices of the. Peace may now do in 
their Quar Quarter-velhons, or.otherwiſe. „ lt 


Sir Teſſab Chil? 8 Scheme! in his Diſearſe en Trade, | 
Chap. 2, ſeems very. conducive.1 to this, lth ſome | 
few. Additions. | 
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That they receive none but Infants, and Per- 


{ons well recommended for their Diligence and So- 


briety, as proper Objects. 

That each of the Taid Fethers of the Poor have 
power to commit any Vagrant, or Perſon. not 
having a viſible Eſtate or Trade, and their Own 
diſorderly Poor, to the County Goal. 

That the ſaid Commitments be bailable. 

That at the Aſſizes for the Counties the Perſons 
Names ſo committed be called over, and thoſe who 
cannot give a good Account of themſelves be tran- 
ſported; for, three Years. | 

That the ſaid Corporations have power to ad- 
mit as Members, having equal Power with thoſe 
7801 every Perſon paying 1 in 1904, to the Poors 

E. 

That Seven or more Fathers of the Poor 1 make 
a Court: .-. 

That every Miniſter and Churchwarden go to- 
gether once a Yerr to every Houſe in their Pariſh 
to coll 880 the Alms of charitably diſpoſed Perſons, 


erin dhe ſame i in a Book. 


That the whole Collection being made, the 


e be remitted to the Corporation the Pariſh 


to, with the ſaid Book ſigned by the ſaid 


Mane 4nd Churchwardens. 


That a Money given for the Poor be ede 
ſacred rand that it be Felony to mifa ly, cot ceal, 
lend, or. -convert_ | it to any other Ut or Pi pose 
whatſoever. * . 
e cube do publiſh its Ace nts 


berg. | 

That w hate ber the Aid Chin rating bay or 
want de why kly Advertiſed tot le "weſt Con- 
tractor, _  & Babe © 


That Whatever the ſaid Cor porations difpble”, of 


be advertiſed to be ſold by publi ick AUR to the 
That 


beſt Bidder. 
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5 That whenever they 1 Money, « or whenever being 
1 a time of general 'Cakar * brings, on an extraordi. numhe⸗ 
v3 nary Charge, they ta e care to give publick No- uw 
7 tice thereof, to flir up the Charity of a 900d from, 
1 People to relieve 0 diſtreſſed” and dave Bre- 1207 b 
H thren, 1 refrain 
q s 50 a and) foend | 
4 Of the Brneſts ag by well en our 8 F 2 
1 1. It will increaſe Trade, Thou 
ol For our Poor ſeeing that no idle Vagrants can cb 15 
34 live here, but muſt be tranſported, and that none ſome Bf 
a but thoſe well recommended for their Diligence dat, e 
H and Sobriety can be maintained by the Pather: of | nulate 
* the Poor in Sickneſs or Old Age, they muſt of ne 
1 ceſſity become frugal, induſttiaus, and work at 


ſuch Prices as Trade will afford; not fpend half of 
their Wages in Drink 8 the Brityh. Merchant, 
Vol. 1. p. 7. afſerts it to be well Know'n ours do) 
wheieby no Nation cam out- Talus on account, of 
the Plenty of Proviſions of all ſorts that dat C Hütte 
7 abounds with, and its Natural A vantages for 

rade faperior to any Nation, the Kemp! on 
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e a. leſs 
be. more 


aries being freed 


The 


Poog being. by, this Propoſal inured to Labour and 
refrained from Idleneſs, they will work more and 
ſpend leſs, therefore be enabled to lay up a better 
their Families than they now do, 
[ increaſe the Stock of People. 
Though this has been prove! before to be a certain 
yencer,of the two former- Remarks, yet as 
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5. When our People ſee that Idleneſs is deemed 
a Crime, and puniſhed accordingly, but that Fry. 
gality and Induſtry are Virtues, rewarded with 
good Wages and a comfortable Subſiftance, a tho- 
rough Reformation muſt enſue among them, the 
Idle be few, and this Objection vaniſh. 

4. It will increaſe our Riches, 

This is a Conſequence of the other Remarks, 
and of the Propoſal itſelf, which tends to make 
our People induſtrious; the Hand of the Dilizer 
maketh rich, and the greater number of diligent 
Hands we have, the more Riches we ſhall get. 

5: It will increaſe the Value of our Lands. 

his is a Conſequence of all the above Remarks; 
for whatever cauſes Trade, employs the Poor, in- 


_ creaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes our Rich- 


es, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands; for the 


Proofs of which the Reader is referred to p. 111. 


The well regulating our Poor is proved to be the 
Cauſe of Trade, which is the Cauſe of all the other 
Remarks, therefore the well regulating our Poor 
a great Increaſer of the Value of Land). 
Objedion, But perhaps it will be aid, That the 
Poor being left to ſubſiſt on Charity oily wilt be 
ſtarved, en Tr 
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tion will bay which is the Life of Trade. 


| ſequences of the Increaſe of Tra ler 
referred hack to theſe Heads in the Remarks on the 


| foregoing Propoſals.” , 


; our Gold and Silve for lefs than their re Tue, 
and by keeping equal Prbportions of them for the 
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maintained at a ſmall Expence, whereby the En- 
couragement to Charity will be vaſtly increafed by 
People knowing certainly where to give their Mo- 
ney to do good, the want of which certain Know- 
ledge is a great Damp to our Charity at preſent. 

Therefore as we now maintain voluntarily more 
idle People than really want, there can be no doubt 
but they will, when reduced to proper Objects on- 
ly, be ſufficiently provided for. 
Sixth PROPOSAL. 

To make our Silver the only current Legal Mo- 
ney, at a, fixed Rate, and let Gold find its own 
Value. By 


Of the Benefits ariſing by making our Silver the 
only current legal Money. 
1. It will increafe Trade. 


By taking away the ill- fixed Proportion between 
our Gold and Silver Coins, the latter being current 


[at near 9 per Cent, Jeſs than their Market-Value, 


which great Profit being removed, more of it will 


remain in the Nation for the Service of Trade, for 
Money being the Meaſure of Commerce, the more 


of it there is in a Nation, the quicker its Circula- 


2, It will employ our Poor. EI TON 
3. It will increaſe the Stock of People, © ©? 
Theſe, having been already proved to be the Con- 


rade, the Reader is 


1 


4. It will increaſe our Riches, © © 


r for leſs, thai their real Vaſue, 


Nation's 
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Nation's Uſe z whereas now by having ſuffered g 
Foreigners to ſteal away 1090. worth of our Silver | 
for to pay themſelves only a 1001. Debt, our Sil. 


ver Coin is grown exceeding ſcarce. 


By taking the Advantage of getting from any | 


Nation that keeps 


a fixed Proportion between i 


Gold and Silver, either of thoſe Metals that wi; | 
current for leſs than its Market-V ajue, as Forcign- | 


ers now do by our Silver. 

5, It will increaſe the Value of eur Lands, 

This is a Conſequence of all the above Re- 
marks; for whatever cauſes Trade, employs our 
Poor, increaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes 
our Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands; 
for the Proofs of which the Reader is referred to 
. 

The making our Silver the only current legal 
Money is proved to be the Cauſe of Trade, which 
is the Cauſe of all the other Remarks; thereſore 
the making our Silver the only current legal Money 
is a great Increaſer of the Value of Lands. 

Mr. Locke, in his Conſiderations of the Lonſegun- 
ces of the lowering of Interejt and raiſing the Value if 
Money, p. 167, remarks, that People would be 
ready to fay, © Would you have Gold kept out of 
England, or being here would you have it uſeleſs 
© to Trade, and muſt there be no Money made of 
© it? I anſwer, Quite the contrary. It is fit the 
© Kingdom ſhould make uſe of the Treaſute it 
© has ; it is neceſſary your Gold ſhould be coines, 
© and have the King's Stamp upon it to ſecure Met 
in receiving it, that there is ſo much Gold i 
each Piece; but it is not neceſſary that it ſhould 
© have a fixed Value put on it by Publick Auth: 
« rity ; it is not convenient that it ſhould in its 
varying Proportion have a ſeitled Price; (ct 
© Gold, as other Commodities, find its own Rate: 
© and when by the King's Image and Infcript's 
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Fered | « it carries' with 1 publick Aſſurance of its 
rer WM Wei hes Fincheßs, the Gold ſo coined will 
ol. Ml never fat paſs at the known Market Rate,” 
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By inviting Men to become and continue Mer- 


chants, when Differences can ſo cheaply and eaſily. | 


be decided, | 
By preventing Injuſtice in Maſters of Ships, 


Frauds in "Inſurances and Accounts, eſpecially in 


Partnerſhip, diſhonourable Tricks in Bargains, 


Pills of Exchange, fraudulent Bankruptcies, &. | 
for the Remedy being eaſy, and no Quibbles of Law | 


for Shelter, but having always {ſkilful Judges to de- 


cide Differences, Men would be deterred from at- 


tempting Vi lainies; and as the Reputation of ou: 


Honour grows high in the World, the fonder Fo- | 


rcigners will be of dealing with us, 

2. It will employ the Poor. _ 

3. It will increaſe the Stock of People. 

4. It will increaſe our Riches. 

Theſe having been already proved to be the Con- 
£:quences of the Increaſe of Trade, the Reader is 
referred back to theſe Heads, in the Remarks cn 
the foregoing Propoſals. _ e 

5. It will increaſe the Value of our Lands. 

This is a Conſequence of all the above Remarks, 

for whatever cauſes Trade, employs our Poor, in- 
_ creaſes the Stock of People, and inereaſes our 
Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands; for 
the Proofs of which, the Reader is referred to Paz 
ret! 

A Court-Merchant is proved to be the Caufe of 
Trade, which is the Cauſe of all the other Remarks, 
therefore the erecting Court- Merchants in Trading 

Towns is a great Increaſer of the Value of Landi. 
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ler- ö That an Office be opened at the Bank. for re- 
y ceiving Money from any Perſon or Perſons deſiring 
I paublick Bonds, which Money to be applied imme- 


ps, diately to pay off our national redeemable Debts 3 
in WM thoſe that bear the higheſt Rate of Intereſt and are 
ins, or the longeſt ſtanding to be firſt paid off. 

2 That the ſaid Bonds, for the conveniency of 
Law Trade, be for any Sums not lower than 5 J. nos 
o de- exceeding 1000/, | 


That they be divided into Claſſes according to 


mat 
f our their Rates of Intereſt. 
Fo- That the 1/7 Claſs do not exceed 2 Millions Sterling, 


at 3 Der Cent. 


2 at 21 per Gent, 

3 6 at 2 per Cent. 
4 8 at 12 per Cent. 

Con- 1113S); 10 at I per Cent. 
der 1 6 for the Remainder of the Debt at + pe: C. 
ks en That the Bonds of every Clais be numbered, 

and the Numbers never altered. 
b That the Intereſt be payable at the Bank when- 
marks, fyer it be called for, and a new Bond given in the 
Jr, m- Name of the Perſon receiving it, with its original 

es our Number, and the Date the Intereſt is paid to. 

Is ; for That the Bonds be negotiable by Indorſement to 
0 Page any Creditor, and for any Tax to the Government. 


That the Bonds for the Amount of both Princi— 


auſe of l and Intereſt, be a legal Tender for any Tax, 
marks, Bill of Exchange, Note, or any Debt whatſoever. 
Trading F That! two Millions in time of War, and three 
Lande. Millions in time of Peace be granted yearly by Par- 


lament, one Moiety to pay the Intereſt of our re- 
leemable Debts and publick Bonds, and the Re- 
Mmainder. to liquidate their Capitals as above. 


bearing That the redeemable Debts being all converted 
tiquida- e che above publick Bonds, the Surplus of the 
Money granted by Parliament after the Intereſt is. 
That Rid, to be applied to liquidate the Bonds; thoſe 
1 that 
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that bear the higheſt Rate of Intereſt, and are «f 
the longeſt ſtanding to be the firſt paid off, 
That publick Notice be given in the Cavtz; 
monthly, by the Bank, as Money ariſcs, how far 
they can pay off the Bonds, ſpecitying the Number 
of the Claſs, and Number of the Bond they pay 
to; the Intereſt on all the included Numbers to 
ceaſe and determine at the expiration of three 
Months after ſuch Notice. - 
That a Contract be made with the Bank for the 
Charges of Management. 

That Accounts be delivered yearly to Pailia- 
ment by the Bank. 

That a curious Stamp be added to the Pond:; 
for though their being negotiable by Indor ſemen; 
only, to Creditors, may make Forgery dif.cul;, 
yet too much Caution cannot be uſed to prevent it 
intirely, and give the Bonds the greater Cicuit, 


Oft the Benefits ariſing by paying off our Debts by 
. publick Bonds. 


1. It will increafe TradleQ. 
By putting our Debts that have almoſt ruined 
ns, on a Footing of being ſpeedily paid off with 
Honour, 1 (101598 094 :2: 
- By creating a Currency more valuable than ou! 
Coin, Money lying by brings' in nothing, but all 
theſe Bonds pay ſoinething for keeping, and | pie: 
fume that no Perſons (much leſs the Bank o! the 
Bankers) would keep Money by them lying dead, 
wien they could have current Bonds that bore on! 
a half per Cent. Intereſt; would the Bank, who 
are computed to have always a dead Caſh of abo 
one Million by them, refuſe making 5000/ 5 
Annum Profit of it at a half per Cent, in Bonds! 
could the Directors anſwer to the Propricto!s the 


Neglect of not adding ſuch a Sum yearly to port 
i uſu 
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vſual Profits? would any Perſon take out a Bank- 
Note that bore no Intereſt, when he could have a 
Bond carrying a half per Cent. and equally conve- 
nient, for-any Trader would as ſoon give Change 
for theſe, as for a Bank- Note? 5 

By increaſing the Currency of the Nation; for 


as Trade always languiſhes where Money is ſcarce, 


ſo the Benefit by taking off all Monopolies might 
be defeated, for want of a proper Currency to carry 
on the flow of Trade thereby cauſed; whereas, 
adding an Increaſe of Currency to an Increaſe of 
Trade, muſt carry it to a greater Height than we 
ever yet knew. | 3 

By reducing the Intereſt of Money, which is a 
great Encouragement to Trade, by forcing People 
to Induſtry, who would otherwiſe live idle on the 
high Intereſt of their Money ; whereas the Intereſt 
of theſe Bonds finking gently to a Degree too low 
to indulge People in Idleneſs, the Poſſeſſors of them 
who have not Lands to improve, mult either find 
out new Branches of Trade, or ſtudy to improve 
the old; enter into Partnerſhip. with Traders of 
Experience, or lend them their Money to trade 
with, whereby private Credit will be increaſed, 
and our Traders enabled to buy at home with ready 
Money, and ſell at long Credit abroad, which will 
make them ſteal away the Trade of all thoſe Na- 
tions whoſe high Intereſt will not enable them to 
do the ſame, and the lower the Intereſt the more 
moderate Profits our Traders can content them- 
ſelves with, whereby the Vent of our Goods muſt 
be increaſed; for was the natural Rate of Intereſt 
at 2 per Cent. a Trader who borrowed Money 
would think 4 per Cent. good Profit; whereas he 
who borrows at 4 fer Cent, cannot be ſatisfied 
with leſs than 6 or 7, and muſt neglect all Trades 


tat will not give that Profit, Which the Dutch by 


H 3 their 
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their low Intereſt are glad'to undertake, and when 
our Caſe is the ſame, ſo ſhall we. 

By making our People frugal; for a low Rate 0: 
Intereſt forcing a low Profit in Trade, Peoples 
Expences muſt grow more moderate, and the Ie; 
we conſume the more we ſhall have to fell, which 
is the moſt ſolid way to make a Nation Rich. 

By gaining more Experience ; for low Profits 
raifing Eſtates ſlowly, Men cannot quit Buſines 
ſo foon for idle Country Lives as they do now, but 
muſt bring up their Children to their Bulineſs, in 
order to aſſiſt them in their old Age, which may 
go on to the fourth or fifth Generation, before an 
Eſtate is raiſed to turn Country Eſquires upen, 
whereby a foreign Correſpondeney with the bet 
Houſes, the Knowledge of proper Workmen, and 
the Characters of Maſters of Ships, are lecurcd to 

the Son by the Father's Experience, conſequentiy 
from ſuch a Foundation the utmoſt Skill in Trade 
muſt be attained. e 

2. It will employ our Poor. 

3. It will increaſe the Stock of People. 

Theſe having been already proved to be the 
Conſequences of the Increaſe of Trade, tic Reg- 
der is referred back to theſe Heads in the Remarks 
* the foregoing Propoſals. 

It will increaſe our Riches. 

Net only as a Conſequence of the above be- 
marks, but alſo by reducing thoſe vatt Z 214102008 
the foreign Proprietors of Stocks have now rm 
ted to them, hereby more Gy will be kept in 
the Nation. 

g. It will increaſe the Value 61 our Lands 

This is a Conſequence of all the above Reman 
for whatever cauſes l rade, employs our Poor, in 
creates the Stock of People, and increaſes ct 


Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our 2 
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ſor the Proofs of which the Reader is referred to 

„111. NE ET l 

The paying off our, Debts by publick Bonds is 
proved to be. the Cauſe of Trade, which is the 
Cauſe of all the other Remarks; therefore the pay- 
ing off our Debts by publick Bonds is a great In- 
creaſer of the Value of Lands. 

Beſides, where plenty of Currency is to be had, 
there it will be borrowed by the Land- holders, 
and employed in different Manures, Cultures, 


Plantations, new Products, whereby yearly Im- 


provements will be made, and when the Corn 
Magazines are compleated, there being no other 
Employment for Money but in Trade or Lands, 
thoſe who did not underſtand Trade, or care to 
truſt their Money to thoſe who did, or who had 
raiſed ſufficient Eſtates by it, muſt become Purcha- 


| ſers of Land, which Number by increaſing, muſt 
| increaſe their Value. | 


As by the Meaſures now purſuing, theſe King- 


doms are this Year 1742, drained of 500,000 J. 
for Subſidies to the Queen of Hungary, near the 
| ame Sum to maintain an Army in #landers, and 
| above 193, ooo l. for Danes and H:/ſiavs, making 
| all together, 
| enſues, as great Diſburſements are likely to be 
| made for ſome Years to come, 
| dering the preſent Situation of our Trade, the Di- 


1,193,000 /, and unleſs a Peace 


which, conſi- 


vidends remitted to the foreign Proprietors of our 


Stocks, and what our travelling Gentlemen ſpend, 
muſt make Maney fo ſcarce that the People will 
| Not be able to ſupport the Schemes of the Mimiftry, 
but the Supplies muſt fall ſhort, the Rate of Inte- 
| re{t riſe, Trade decay, and Uſurers devour. our 
Lands and Trade. | ; 


Vhereag-by/this Propoſal, a Currency will be 


ſend 


1756 An Ess Ar on the Canſes of the 
fend abroad, the Intereſt of Money be brought W toms 


down, whereby the Government may raiſe what. made 
ever Sums they want at 3per Cent. By the Plenty and t 
of Bonds Trade will flouriſh, Goods be ſold chiefly ing 1 
at Prompt-Payment or ſhort Credit, whereby a cordi 
quick Circulation will be made, the ſeveral Bran- Certi 
ches of the Revenue increaſe), the Miniſtry's Port 
Schemes well-ſupported, the Burden of the War er or 
made eaſy to the People for the preſent, and the no NM. 
national-Debts put in a way of being liquidated in Plant: 
a cheap manner. with 
6 the I 
Nmh PROPOSAL Labem, 

tion. 
To encourage our Plantations in raiſing Growths, Th 
by permitting their Exportation directly to any 107 4 
Part of Europe. | = 
- Our Colonies in America extend as far North, Of. 
and farther South than the Latitude of Euch, tations 
and ſeem capable of raifing all the Zuryran Expor 
Growths ; they might be made ten times more ad- 5 
vantageous to us than they now are, by coniuming By 
moſt of our Manufactures, and turning the gene- Planta 
ral Balance of Trade with Europe greatly in favour Wh 9urow 
of their Mother-Country, and be fixed on a Bali Bec 
that will prevent their manufacturing or rebeling tempte 
for Ages to come, as the following Method wu Over 4 
demonſtrate. 90.0 | them, 
That all unmanufactured Growths whatſoever, Wi **tenſy 
and Bar-Iron, may be Shipped in our Plantation Wi taxen o 
in America, on board any Ship belonging to B ur Int 
Subjects, reſiding in Great-Britain or Ireland, that I of thei 
has cleared out in any Port of the fame for ot ff, our 
Plantations in America, and may be carried to 2 Manuf; 
part in Europe directly, provided the Matter be- they ec 
fore Clearance, takes out a Licence under ts | rowtl 
ing, 


Hands and Seals of the Commiſſioners of the 2 
e . toll, 
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ght . toms, or any three of them (or if our Ports are 
hat- made free, under the Hands and Scals of the Mayor 
lenty and two of the Aldermen) for loading and carry- 
hiefly ing unmanufactured Growths and Bar-Iron ac- 
by a cordingly, Which Licence muſt be granted upon a 
Bran- Certificate of the Collector and Comptroller of the 
iſtry's Port or if our Ports are made free, of the Record- 
War er or Town-Clerk) that Bond has been given that 
id the no Manufactures ſhall be taken on board at any 
ted in Plantation, and that the Ship ſhall proceed directly, 
with the unmanufactured Growths, according to 
the Licence, and then proceed to Great- Britain or 
lreland, before ihe returns to any Brityh Planta» 
tion. | 
wwths, The other Regulations to be the. ſame. as are 
to any now .ovferved, with, Reſpect to Rice ſhipped in 
= Crna or Georgia, for foreign Ports. 1 
North, Of, the Benefits ariſing by encouraging our Plans 
Furnte, tations, in railing Giow ths, by permitting their 
rnpean Exportation directly to any Part of Europe, 
ore ad- . Ad Wikinereals Trade. Ru 
\ſuming By deſtroying. the Manufactures erected in our 
e gene. Plantations, and cauſing a prodigious Demand for 
1 favour Dur oon. o FR, 
a Baſis \ Becauſe | the People in the Plantations, being 
ebellin! tempted with à free Market for their Growths all 
10d vill over Europe, will all betake themſelves to raiſe 


them, to anſwer the prodigious Demand of that 
atſoeret, BI fxtenfive Free 1 rade, and their Heads be quite 
nations ken off fromManufaQuures,theonly thing in which 
O Brit our: Intereſt can claſh with theirs 3 for the Labour 
and, that of their white People being at preſent very dear, 
e for our Wi if our Taxes and Monopolies were taken off, our 
2d to an Manufactures would come cheaper to them than 
aſter be- they could make them, conſequently the raiſing 
nder the Growths would yield better Profit than Manufac- 
the Cui WW turing, the firſt be followed and the latter.negleR- 

toll, | | ed; 
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ed, whereby Cargoes will be continually ſhipped off Bal 


for Europe, and no Veſſel being allowed to return to m 
without clearing out in Great-Britain or Ireland, land, 
vaſt Numbers of Ships will be continually doing of by lo 
it, and they muſt either return in Balaſt, or take Eure 
our Manufactures, which they will ſooner choſe to for w 
do upon the ſmalleſt Proſpe&t of Advantage, than houſe 
get nothing back, whereby ſuch an Inundation of By 
cheap manufactured Goods at cheap Freights, will the ( 
be continually poured in upon them, that their own | Bec 
will be quite crampt, and in time forgot; belides, lowed 
there muit be a large Importation of Negroes t9 its Co 
raiſe theſe Growths in our Plantations, and of our fon, x 
Cloathing them accordingly. A great part of e and th 
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Woollens fold in Portugal is for the Brazil, and the 
great Conſumption of Woollens in the Prax! is 
by the Negroes, how much more then mult not 
the Conſumption be in our Plantations on tie 
Continent, that are all of them colder than the 
Braxils? may not this be ſaid to be tranſplanting 
of Men for our Benefit, by taking them from one 
Climate, where by its heat they want no Clothing, 
and carrying them to another where they cannot 
live without, nor be ſupplied by any but ourſelyc! 
and there is Land enough-in our Plantations to em- 
ploy a greater Number of Slaves than we can ſup- 
ply with our Manufactures, except we import 


foreign Materials, and as our northern Colonies coe Se- 
ſupply the French and Spaniſh Plantations with great BlMitirely - 
Quantities of Proviſions, our People would hae icing 
thereby Opportunities to-introduce the cheaper M- nd the } 
nufactures of Britain, to which the ſaving the hi e indep, 
European Duties would be vaſtly conducive. Weir Inte 

By increaſing our Navigation. f But if 

For the great Demand for Negroes muſt emp e oppre 
more Ships in the African Trade, and as our di umblin, 
with Plantation-Cargoes, would ſwarm in en lon, 


aulit 


Ag ners 8 
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| off Baltick and Mediterranean, ſuch Numbers wanting 
turn to make ſomething back to Great- Britain or lre- 
and, land, would beat out the Ships of other Nations 
g of by low Freights, and be the common Carriers of 
take Europe, or they would barter away their Cargoes 
ſe to ſor whatever offered to aſſort the Univerſal Store- 
than houſe of their Mother-Country. | 

on of By preventing the People in cur Plantations on 


the Continent rebelling for Ages to come. 

Becauſe having greater Freedoms in Trade al- 
lowed them than any other Nation in Europe allows 
its Colonies, they could not complain of Oppreſ- 
on, nor would, while their Trade was increaſing; 


Will 
- Own | 
[1des, 
Yes £9 
of our 


of the and the more it increaſed, the ſtronger Checks we 
nd the ſhould have on them to ſecure their good Behavi- 
1%i'; is WA our 3 for as our Sugar- Trade increaſed, by a Free 
uſt not Exportation being allowed the Iflands, the more 
on the Negroes they would import, conſequently want 
lan the WW the more Proviſions from the Colonies on the Con- 
lanting WW tinent to maintain them; the greater Variety of 
om one Growths the latter raiſed the more the Britiſb and 
othing, % Markets would take off. People are always 
cannot N sfraid of offending good Cuſtomers, conſequently 
rſclyes! the greater Damage they would receive by break- 
sto em; ing with us, the more quiet they would grow. The 
can ſu : liberty of a direct Exportation to the Baltick and 
import N Mliterranean muſt increaſe their Trade vaſtly in 
Colonies Htboſe Seas, which Advantages to them would be 
th great atirely in our power to cut off; the former by 
uld have eping Cruizers off the North-Iſlands of Scetland, 
aper Me- id the latter by Gibraltar; ſo that an Attempt to 
the big? e independent of us would not only be contrary to 


[cir Intereſt, but downright Madneſs. 


2 
But if things continue upon the preſent footing, 


ſt emp? e opprefling them, and they manufacturing and 

our 031 umbling, we cannot in Prudence depend upon 

n in tie em long, conſidering waat vaſt numbers of Fo- 
Ba ders go over yearly to ſettle among them. 


2. It 
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referred back to theſe Heads in the Remarks on the 


ed te come and lay out what they get in their ub. King 


Ibis is à Conſequence of all the above Remark 
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24 It will employ our Poor. 
3. It in dacfeaſt the Stock of People. 
Theſe having been already proved to be the Con- 
ſequonces of the Inereaſs of Trade; the Reader i; 


8 1 


foregoing Propoſalss 
4. It will increaſe our Riches. 
Not only as a "Conſequence of the above Re- 
marks, but by our Plantations ſupplying part cf 
thoſe Growths we now buy from Forcigners, b, 
their havinga more convenient! Navigation to the 
Baltick and Miediterraneun than they have to each 
other, by being eheap Ship-builders, by havin; 
Land for a Friſſe, and by the cheap Labour of Ne. 
groes, they can ſupply the Baltic with the South- WWF but 
ern Growths cheapef than the People on the Au. hie 
terranran; andithis laſt with the Northern Growths ſerve 
cheaper than the People on the Batrick ; the litter In ! 
they already do in ſome Articles, und being og. Tra, 


ther-Country for their Home- Supply, all the Cu. carly 
goes they” furniſhed us and ether Nations wil, infor 


would be paid for in our own ManifaQures; vibere- ſign 
by we ſhould have n occaſion top fend away our Dran 
Money; but ſhould preſerve whatever we 20, BF Tout 
which, joined to a Free Port Trade, cannot t BE Wor 
to turn the general Balance of Trade with Evryt BW 


greatly by our favour, b2mug! dee eee 
oh 5 It will inereaſe the Value of our Lands. 


for whatever cauſes Traue employs Our Poor, i 
creaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes 0 


Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of bur Land 
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to any part of Europe, is proved to be the Cauſe of 
Trade, which is the Cauſe of all the other Re- 
marks; therefore the encouraging our Plantations 
in raiſing Growths, by permitting their Exporta- 
tion directly to any part of Europe, is a great In- 
creaſer of the Value of Lands. 


Tenth P R:QO-P. Q'S AL. 


To erect a Drawing-School at the Publick Ex- 
pence, and not ſuffer the French to be the only 
People of Taſte and Invention. 

If the French Artificers exceed us in the Deſign, 
it is owing Chiefly to their Royal Drawing-School 
but in the Execution we exceed moſt Nations, 
which may be owing to our Workmen having 
ſerved longer Apprenticeſhips than Foreigners. 
In Paris, before Boys are put Apprentices to 
Trades that require Invention, they are ſent to the 
King's Drawing-School, whereby they become 
early excellent Draftſmen: And I. have been 
informed, that when the Tradeſmen want a De- 


ſign for any curious Work, they go to the King's 
Drawing School and propoſe a Prize for it; the 
© Touths are ſet to work, and he whoſe Draught the 
| Workman takes has the Prize propoſed. What 
excellent Deſi 
| by youthful Fancy, ſpurred on with the Hope of 


zns mult not they be that are formed 


Reward, correfted and adapted to the Work by 


L the mature Judgment of a Workman who was 
9 bred himſelf early to Drawing ? 


Of the Benefits ariſing by erecting a Drawing ⸗ 
School at the Publick Expence. 


1. It will increaſe our Trade. | 
By improving the Genius of the People; for as 


= a Workman who has been bred a good Dratti- 


1 man 
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man will be more ingenious in a Buſineſs that fe- 


quires Skill in Drawing, than one ignorant of it, 
fo his. Work being better deſigned, will imp Trove 
the Ingenuity of his Apprentices, who won't bear 
to ſee an ill fancied Piece of Work; conſequent ly 
a Succeſſion of ſkilful Artiſts will: bs raiſed, e 
is of. infinite Benefit to a Trading: Nation; for 
unleſs the Workmanſhip of Goods be well Lace 
and. Foreigners brought to think them faſhion; biz, 

they won't find a quick. Sale; whereas now we 
{end all our Cuſtomers to our Rival-Shop, Francs, 


by having it publickly known: that we take our 


Faſhians from then. 
2. It wül employ our Poor. 1 Mi 
25 It will increaſe the Stock of. People. 
It weill increaſe our Riches. 
T heſe having been already proved to be the Cen- 
ſequences of the Increaſe, of Trade, the Fr aer 
is referred back to theſe Heads. i in, the Remat) s en 
the foregoing Frepo k. , ane 
F. It will increaſe the. Value. of ; IB | 
his is a Conſequence, of all the above Remarks; 

For whatever Cauſes Trade, emplays.1 the Poor, in- 

creaſes the Stock of People, and increaſcs ovr 

Riches, muſt inereaſe the Value of our Lands'; 

ſor the Proofs 15 which the ! is Teſerred to 

7.2% T 5 411; 

: The creQing a N at "the Publick 
-Fxpence is proved ta be the Cauſeof Trade, wi: ch 
8375 the Cauſe, of all; the other. Remarks, thereſole 
> the EF& IN a Drawing School at the Publick Ei- 

benggris a great, Lncrealer of, the Value of Lan 
11 Thong this Article, 50 be e at fir 


New. gelbe, P® of gase phderable.. kc find a Place a. 
mong _ other Propoſals th hat gem to be of far 


Cpreater Concern, get upon mature Conſideration / 
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will appear to be of very great con ſequence, for in 
moſt Articles of Trade, beſides the Uſe propoſed, 
the Eye of Fancy muſt be pleaſed, nay is often the 
firſt Inducement to buy; Goods that have the Re- 
putation of being the molt faſhionable, will not 
only have the Preference at Market, Which is a 
vaſt advantage,” but alſo fetch the beſt Prices, by 
having many Articles thought faſhionable, all will 
be eſteemed fo''in' time; and why ſhould not the 
Pritiſh Modes grow as prevalent as the French, when 
the ſame Means are taken to improve them ? 

if we only confider what Money moſt People 
ſpend in Superfluities, whoſe Values ariſe more 
from the Work manfſhip than the Material, the 
Amount and the Number of People thereby main- 
tained, or in other Words, the vaſt Sums that the 
French draw yeatly into their Country from all Na- 
trons for Works of Fancy only ; theſe I fay will 


ſhew;* that this Article of Faſhion is very well 


worth our Attention; then as to Trade in general, 
as one Article oſten helps off another, to ſnereaſe 


in Taſte will mfoubtedly os a means to ifioreaſe 


tear in Trade. lens e 1 295162 1972351180, 1 
CCB NION Die eg 1 
1 bend p * 0 7 0 85 A 1 
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1, 0 improve the Navigation of our River as * - 


28 they are capable. 5 


Though it be very advantageons' to zender as 
many Rivers navigable * poſſible, yet the joining 
Rivers by Cuts 5 Canals in ſome Situations is of 

We have ſome that immedlate- 
15 require” Ur 5 tentlon, i, tlie Jointhg the 
ames to th Nas the Feen. 40 the ide] and 
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Of the Benefits ariſing by improving the Naviga- 
tion of our Rivers as far as they are capable, 


1. It will increaſe Trade. 

By improving our Manufactures; for Wool, 
Hemp, Flax and Iron, being heavy bulky Com- 
modities, their Carriage makes a great part of 
their Price; as Carriage by Water is far cheaper 
than by Land, the former muſt bring the Mate. 
rials cheaper to the Workmen, and the Manufac- 
tures cheaper from them to the Sea-Ports, to the 
great Encouragement of their Sale in foreign Coun- 
tries, | 379: 0, | 

By being a vaſt Security to our Trade in time 
of War, as it will cut ſhort ſome tedious Naviga- 
tions round our Coaſts, and carry many Goods 
ſafe within Land, that muſt otherwiſe make a 
long, hazardous, .coaſting Voyage; our Coatters 
are weak defenceleſs Veſſels, navigated by few 
Men, and many Boys, which tempt Privateers to 
ſnap them up in time of War, and encourage vur 
Enemies to fit out Ships to cruize on our | race, 
Which, as the Seas have been guarded of late Years, 
has turned greatly to our Loſs ; whereas in caſe of 
a French War, Hull and London having a Commu— 
nication by the Canals with Brito! would rather 
trade by that Conveyance, than truſt their Goods 
on Veſſels uncapable of Defence; nor would this 
leſſen our Number of Sailors in time of War, who 
would find ſufficient Employment on board the 
King's Ships, whereby they would be quicker man- 
ned to defend their Country and offend its Enemies. 

2. It will employ our Poor, 
3. It will increaſe the Stock of People. 

4. It will increaſe our Riches, 

Theſe having been already proved to be th! 
Conſequences of the Increaſe of Trade, the Reader 
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is referred back to theſe Heads in the Remarks on 
the foregoing Propoſals, | 1115 

5, It will increaſe the Value of our Lands. 

This is a Conſequence of all the above Remarks; 
for whatever cauſes Trade, employs the Poor, in- 
creaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes our 
Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands; for 
the Proofs of which the Reader is referred to Page 
111. 2 

The improving the Navigation of our Rivers as 
far as they are capable is proved to be the Cauſe of 
Trade, which is the Cauſe of all the other Re- 
marks; therefore the improving the Navigation of 
our Rivers, as far as they are capable, is a great 
Increaſer of the Value of Lands. 

| Beſides,” this will improve the Lands themſelves, 
dy affording a cheap Carriage of all Sorts of Ma- 
nures, whereof the Charges of Carriage are ſome- 
times ten times the Value; and alſo by bringing 
the Produce of the Lands, which are always bulky 
Commodities, cheap to our own People, and the 
duperfluities for Exportation cheap to the Sea— 
coaſts, whereby a more conſtant Market will be 
ound for them. : it | 
Having thus attempted to ſhew that our Natu- 


| al Advantages in Trade are undoubtedly ſuperior 
to any Nation's whatſoever ; that if properly cul— 


tivated they would render us more formidable than 


| france, conſequently than any Country in Europe 3 


that if our Trade was quite Free, and thoſe vaſt 


| eums that now lie dead in our Funds circulating in 


Fonds, we ſhould raiſe an immenſe Trade all over 


the World, a vaſt Navigation for our Protection, 


increaſe the number of our People, give Employ- 
ment to all our Poor, accumulate Riches yearly, 
and that all this cannot be done without vaſtly in- 
creaſing the Value of Lands, which in the Remarks 
on the ſeveral Propoſals I have endeavoured fully to 

| prove, 


186 An Ess Av on the Cauſes, &c. 


prove, to the Conviction, I hope, of thoſe Cen- 
tlemen for whoſe Benefit this ay chiefly was in- 
tended,” viz, our Country-Gentlemen the Land- 
| holders of ' theſe three Kingdoms. Before conclu- 
ding I muſt repeat, That my chief Intent herein 
was to remove that deſtruftive Prejudice ariſing 
from the falſe Diſtinction of Landed and Trading 
Intereſis, by ſhewing, That there neither is nor can 
be any difference of Intereſt between them; for 
whatever clogs Trade muſt ſink the Value of 
Lands, and that any Benefit to Trade, how re- 
mote ſoever it may ſeem from Land, will at haft 
terminate in increafing its Value; therefore ] dare 
boldly affirm, That the giving Trade the vimoft 
Freedoms and Encouragements is the greateſt and 
moſt ſolid Improvement of the Value of Lands. / 
miſt be evident, fays the Author of Britannia Lan- 


PC. 
1 


guent, p. 290, that were our ne as bur 
neighbour Nations, England would have the Supe) ins 
ty, ſince the ſame Cauſes muſt produre greater Efec | 
iu England, being invigorated with theſe our Natirzal WR 
Advantages which no other Natien doth or cant e ju. | 
Was our Trade eaſed and encouraged ty de PO 
Propoſals beyond that of our Neighbours, to whiz: WW 

a height of Riches and Power would not our Ne 
tural Advantages carry us? The Conſideration of 
which is hereby ſubmitted to the Legiſlature, 
which can whenever it pleaſes make us the mel 
Nouriſhing People in the WorlCCC 
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